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Netanyahu to visit Russia next year 

TEL' AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu announced Monday that be would make his first 
official visit to Russkeariy next year at the invitation of his 
Russian counterpart Victor Chernomyrdin. Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin extended the invitation in a 30-minute phonecall 
io ML Netanyahu during which the Russian leader reiterat- 
ed his government's desire to strengthen bilateral relations 
and aid the Middle East peace process, the Israeli prime 
minister's spokesman said. The Russian prime minister 
expressed an interest in finalising agreements on the supply 
of Russian gas and petroleum to Israel and said Russia’s 
parliament was currently considering legislation to end 
double-taxation of businessmen operating in the two coun- 
tries, the spokesman said in a statement Mr. Netanyahu's 
office said he had accepted the invitation to visit Moscow 
“early next year," but no firm date was mentioned. 
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Ciller to visit Jordan soon 

AMMAN (Petra i — Turkish Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Tansu Ciller will pay an offi- 
cial visit to Jordan in the second week of November 
accompanied by an official delegation comprising of 
senior officials and businessmen , Turkish Ambassador to 
Jordan Ahmet Umer said Monday. Mr. Umer told Petra 
his country believed that bilateral cooperation could 
achieve good results for Jordan and Turkey in particular 
and the whole Middle East region in general. He 
described Jordanian-Turkish relations as distinguished. 
“Jordan and Turkey have historic ties and identical views 
regarding several issues of common concern such as com- 
batting terrorism,” said the ambassador. Mr. Umer added 
that Turkey and Jordan had strong economic ties, but 
they could be enhanced further through launching joint 
ventures. 
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Kabariti receives 
Greek minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabari- 
n Monday received at his 
office Greek Minister of 
Transport Somakis Sinvros 
and discussed with him bilat- 
eral relations, means of devel- 
oping them further in all 
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of transportation in addition to 
other issues of common con- 
cem.They also reviewed the 
peace process and the Euro- 
pean role in the Middle East. 
Attending the meeting was 
Minister of Transport Naser 
Lawzi. 

Palestinians march 
against land grab 

v * KHARBATA (AFP) — Pales- 
j tinian farmers from a West 

h. V- F> Bank village outside Ramallah 
ur . our dirntv; : demonstrated Monday against 
ke olX) \ ear-. ^ Jewish settlers who had seized 
their land to expand a nearby 
settlement. Some 40 Palestini- 
ans joined in the march, carry- 
ing documents proving their 
ownership of the fields taken 
by settlers from neighbouring 
Kiiyat Sefet Arguments broke 
out between the farmers and 
settlers, but there was no vio- 
lence as an Israeli-Pdlestinian 
joint patrol watched over the 
situation. Israeli soldiers in the 
patrol prevented the protestors 
horn reaching bulldozers 
which the settlers have been 
using to dig up the land. Last 
week fights broke out in a sim- 
ilar protest at the same spot on 
the day after the settlers fenced 
in the land, totalling around 
200 hectares, and brought out 
bulldozers to work it 
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Brofterhood members 
released in Egypt ' 

CAIRO (AFP)— An Egypt- 
ian sale security court on 
Monday ordered the release 
of 10 members of the out- 
lawed Muslim Brotherhood 
group (me month after their 
arrest on charges of seeking 
to fan anti-government strife, 
legal sources said. Three of 
those released were identi- 
fied as the sons of a key 
Brotherhood leader, Hassan 
Goda, who was sentenced to 
a three-year prison term last 
August by a military court, 
they said. 

HizboOah blasts 
'Independence Day ? 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The Iran- 
ian-backed Hizbollah attacked 
the Hollywood blockbuster 
“^dependence Day” as Jew- 
ish propaganda and criticised 
the Lebanese authorities for 
allowing it to be shown in 
Lebanon. “The movie is pro- 
paganda for the so-called 
genius of the Jews and their 
concern for humanity ... blend- 
ed with the hegemonistic 
power of America," the group 
charged in a statement Inde- 
pendence Day, a science fic- 
tion thriller directed by Roland 
Emmerich, tells the story of 
aliens trying to destroy the 
earth only to be thwarted by an 
American-Jewish scientist and 
computer genius backed by 
U.S. military might. "The 
movie dearly hints that the 
source of danger to mankind 
emanates from certain parts of 
tiie Third World, particularly 
from the Arab and Islamic 
Wodd,” Hizbollah said. 
Hizbollah criticised the 
Lebanese authorities and cen- 
sors for allowing the movie to 
be shown, “like a reward for 
tire Jews for their blood- 
soaked acts in Cana and Safad 
A1 Banikh.” More than 100 
Lebanese civilians were killed 
in Israeli shelling of a U.N. 
camp in the southern village of 
Cana in April, while 13 vil- 
•agers were wounded in Israeli 
bombardment of Safad AI Bar- 
tikh last 'month. The movie, 
which has been showing in 
cinemas across Lebanon for 
several weeks, is heavily 
censored and parts of the dia- 
logue, such as when the hero 
announces that he is Jewish, 
are not translated in the Ara- 
bic sub-titles. 


Ross will resume 
Hebron mediation 
tomorrow — Israel 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — U.S. Middle 

East envoy Dennis Ross 
will re rum to the region 
Wednesday to help finalise 
a deal between Israelis and 
Palestinians on Israel’s 

long-delayed troop with- 
drawal from Hebron, Israel 
array radio reported Mon- 
day. 

The radio. citing 

unnamed Israeli officials, 

said secret high-level con- 
tacts were continuing Mon- 
day between Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators in a 
bid to hammer out a deal on 
Hebron before Mr. Ross' 
return. 

Mr. Ross .broke off a 
marathon three-week medi- 
ation effort a week ago 
after the negotiations dead- 
locked over Israeli 
demands for changes to the 
agreed blueprint for a trans- 
fer of power in Hebron as 
laid out in the 1995 Oslo 
peace accords. 

Palestinian officials said 
earlier Monday that face- 
to-face negotiations on the 
Hebron withdrawal had 
been suspended since 
Thursday. 

Israel “stopped the talks 
because they are waiting 
for the return of Dennis 
Ross,” negotiator Hassan 
Asfour said. 

But Israeli army radio 
said the negotiations were 
continuing by telephone, 
notably between Mahmoud 
Abbas. Yasser Arafat's top 
deputy, Israeli army Chief 
Amnon Shahak and 
Yitzhak Molkho, a personal 
adviser to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Mr. Ross said last week 
that he could not return to 


the region until after Tues- 
day's U.S. presidential 
election. 

Both Israelis and Pales- 
tinians have said that many 
key issues on the Hebron 
pullout had been resolved, 
notably concerning the 
transfer of civilian powers 
to Mr. Arafat’s self-rule 
government. 

The main outstanding dif- 
ferences concern Israeli 
demands for its troops to 
retain a right of hot pursuit 
into Palestinian areas in the 
event that anti-Israeli 
attacks are carried out or 
suspected. 

Israel has said the two 
sides were on the verge of 
resolving these final issues 
but that Mr. Arafat prevent- 
ed a deal in the hope that 
international pressure 
would force Israel to back 
off some of its demands. 

“Negotiations with the 
Palestinians are still 
blocked. But they could be 
finished soon if only Yasser 
Arafat wants it/’ Foreign 
Minister David Levy told 
Israel radio. 

Palestinians want assur- 
ances that once a compro- 
mise on Hebron is reached, 
the- Netanyahu government 
will move . forwards on 
other unimplemented ele- 
ments of Oslo. 

These include releasing 
Palestinian prisoners, creat- 
ing safe-passage corridors 
between self-rule areas in 
the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank, authorising the open- 
ing of an Palestinian airport 
in Gaza and an Israeli army 
redeployment from West 
Bank rural areas. 

The Israeli and Palestin- 
ian tourism ministers 


agreed Monday for the first 
time to cooperate in 
encouraging tourism, par- 
ticularly visits by pilgrims 
to holy places. 

Israel's Moshe Katzan 
and Palestinian Elias Freij 
annnounced the creation of 
joint working groups for 
tourism after their first 
meeting, held in Jerusalem. 

'Tourism is a source of 
revenue for the Israelis as 
well as the Palestinians, 
therefore we must encour- 
age it by putting aside our 
political differences,” Mr. 
Freij told journalists. 

Mr. Katzav praised the 
cooperation agreement, 
adding that he would visit 
Bethlehem, where Mr. Freij 
is mayor, during the next 
month. 

Israeli undercover sol- 
diers abducted and briefly 
held two Palestinian boys 
from the West Bank village 
of husan, where a Jewish 
settler allegedly killed a 
boy a week ago, Palestini- 
ans said on Monday. 

They said Mazen Shusha, 
14, and Alaa Al Oul, 14, 
were kidnapped near their 
homes on Sunday. 

“The two boys were kid- 
napped by Israeli undercov- 
er units driving a Ford car 
with Palestinian number 
plates,” said a member of 
one of the boys’ families, 
who spoke on condition he 
not be identified. 

“The Palestinian liaison 
committee was informed of 
the abduction, and after 
lengthy talks with the 
Israeli liaison committee, 
the two boys were returned 
at one a.m. on Monday 
(2300 GMT on Sunday),” 
he said. 


Assad: Israeli attack on 
Syria cannot be ruled out 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) 
— Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad on Monday again 
raised the spe’etre of an 
Israeli attack against Syria 
or Lebanon, while at the 
same time urging the Jew- 
ish state to honour all 
accords — “whether 
signed or not.” 

The Syrian leader told 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak during talks here 
that "nobody can say it (an 
Israeli attack) will not take 
place or that such a possi- 
bility does not exist.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy said on Mon- 
day Israel had no intention 
of attacking Syria. 

“Israel has said time and 
again, through the various 
channels and also in public 
that h has no intention of 
attacking Syria.” Mr. Levy 
told Israel Radio. 

“On the contrary it 
(Israel) is interested in 
reducing the level of ten- 
sion and creating an atmos- 
phere conducive to renew- 
ing peace talks,” Mr. Levy 
told the radio. 

Mr. Levy said Israel’s 
intentions towards Syria 
were peaceful. 

Peace talks between the 
two countries were sus- 
pended eight months ago. 
Tension has been running 
high between the longtime 
arch-enemies since Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu took power in 
June. 

Mr. Assad said Israel had 
started talking about a mili- 
tary escalation after Syrian 


King, Assad exchange views 

HIS MAJESTY' King Hussein on Monday had a phone 
call with Syrian President Hafez Al Assad during which 
the two leaders discussed bilateral relations and ways to 
enhance them, the Jordan News Agency, Petra said. It 
said the two leaders also discussed the latest develop- 
ments in the Middle East peace process as well as 
regional and international developments. 


troop movements close to 
the Israeli border in 
Lebanon in August and 
September. 

‘These troop movements 
were exercises aimed at 
preserving the operational 
capacity of the troops,” Mr. 
Assad told Mr. Mubarak, 
who made a two-hour 
stopover in Damascus on 
his way home from a sum- 
mit in Harare of the Group 
of Fifteen (G-l 5) develop- 
ing nations. 

“But without doubt these 
exercises also served as a 
precautionary measure 
faced with what the Israeli 
government was capable of 
doing,” said Mr. Assad, 
according to Middle East 
News Agency (MENA). 

Mr. Assad attacked Mr. 
Netanyahu’s “war-raonger- 
ing” stances since his elec- 
tion in May. and accused 
him of personally ordering 
oil surveys on the disputed 
Golan and of promising 
never to give up control of 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

“How does Netanyahu 
imagine that the peace 
process can make progress 
in these circumstances?' 1 he 
asked. 


The Syrians are insisting 
negotations should restart 
at the point where they 
were broken off by the pre- 
vious Labour government 
in Israel, a point reiterated 
by Mr. Assad in the talks 
with Mr. Mubarak, said 
MENA. 

The Syrian leader said in 
September that former 
Israeli Premier Shimon 
Peres had given a verbal 
agreement to withdraw 
from the Golan, insisting it 
was an “accord" that should 
be implemented. 

“"When two parties agree 
on something, it is consid- 
ered as an accord in as 
much as there is an 
international sponsorship of 
the peace process and the 
two co-sponsors (Russia 
and the United States) 
were there, 1 ' he said. 

“We must not talk of 
signed and unsigned 
accords as we are not talk- 
ing about a conflict 
between two people put 
before a common law tri- 
bunal ... we are talking 
about peace and there is no 
room for word play here,” 
Mr. Assad said. 

(Continued on page 7) 



Israelis at work putting up concrete blocks in front of a police station near the Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron ahead 
of a possible deployment in the West Bank town (Reuters photo) 

PNA requests Jordan to continue 
its role in Arab East Jerusalem 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Palestin- 
ian National . Authority 
(PNA) on Monday request; 
ed Jordan to continue to 
retain its guardianship of 
the Islamic holy places in 
Arab East Jerusalem until 
the Palestinians and Israel 
negotiate the final status of 
the Holy City and the King- 
dom accepted the request, a 
PNA official said. 

Earlier in the day. Infor- 
mation Minister Marwan 
Muasher affirmed that Jor- 
dan and the PNA had no 
differences over the issue of 
Jerusalem and the talks that 
a visiting PNA delegation 
was holding with Jordanian 
officials were of a technical 
nature related to the admin- 
istration and maintenance 
of the Islamic shrines in 
Arab East Jersusalem. 

The request that Jordan 
continue its role vis-a-vis 
the shrines was made dur- 


ing a meeting between 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and the 
PNA delegation. Talks dur- 
ing the meeting focused on 
the situation in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip in 
the light of ..the recent 
developments in the Middle 
East and the ongoing 
Israeli-Palestinian negotia- 
tions over the redeployment 
of Israeli forces in the West 
Bank town of Hebron, the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said. 

Following the meeting, 
the head of the Palestine 
delegation AI Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim, secretary-general of 
the PNA and a close confi- 
dant of Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat, told 
Jordan Television : 

“ We have briefed the 
prime minister on current 
talks on reaching an agree- 
ment on the Hebron rede- 
ployment issue and we 
have conveyed the Palestin- 
ian leadership’s apprecia- 


tion of Jordan's continued 
support for us to secure the 
implementation of the 
agreements we signed with 
the Israelis.” 

“We have also urged Jor- 
dan to maintain its present 
role as our partners and not 
as mediators,” said Mr. 
Abdul Rahim, who served 
as the Palestinian ambas- 
sador to Jordan before 
moving to Gaza to serve 
with the PNA. "We have 
discussed the situation in 
Jerusalem. which is 
exposed to an Israeli 
onslaught, starting from 
the (Sept. 23) opening of 
the tunnel entrance and 
Israel’s plans to encroach 
on our shrines at Al Aqsa 
Mosque within the walled 
city. 

“We received completely 
positive response from Jor- 
dan. We are keen on the 
Jordanian role and support 
for our efforts to protect the 
holy sites. And we need 
this Jordanian role to last 


throughout the interim peri- 
od until a final solution has 
been reached on 
Jerusalem.” said Mr. Abdul 
Rahim. 

That was a reference to 
the Kingdom’s role as the 
guardian of the Islamic 
shrines in Arab East 
Jerusalem. Despite its deci- 
sion to sever legal and 
administrative links with 
the West Bank in 1988, Jor- 
dan has maintained this 
role. 

The Palestinians had 
objected to a provision in 
the 1994 Washington Dec- 
laration in which Israel 
recognised Jordan's ’“spe- 
cial role” vis-a-vis the 
shrines. The Jordanian- 
Palestinian rift was healed 
when the Kingdom 
explained that the “special 
role" was of a religious 
nature and that the political 
status of Arab East 
Jerusalem was an issue that 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. reports new missile 
attack on Iraqi defences 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — A U.S. F-16 fight- 
er fired a Harm anti-radar 
missile at an Iraqi mobile 
surface-to-air missile sys- 
tem Monday on the eve of 
U.S. presidential elections, 
a Pentagon spokesman 
said. 

Iraq’s official news 
agency 1NA immediately 
denied the Peqtiigon report. 

The agency quoted a for- 
eign ministry source as say- 
ing the U.S. report was 
“baseless.” 

It was the second such 
incident in three days, 
putting U.S. resolve to the 
rest nt a rime when Presi- 
dent Clinton was absorbed 
by the final day of his cam- 
paign for reelection. 

"The F-16 received indi- 
cations he was being target- 
ed,” said Pentagon 
spokesman Sam Grizzle. 
"Acting under the rules of 
engagement, he fired a mis- 
sile at it.” 

The U.S. fighter, which 
was patrolling a no fly zone 
in southern Iraq, returned 
safely to base, the Pentagon 
said. 

The incident occurred at 
0900 GMT about 40 kilo- 
metres from where a ■simi- 
lar incident occurred Satur- 
day. 

In that incident, an F-16 
fired a missile after receiv- 


ing indications he was 
being targeted, but further 
evaluation did not confirm 
that Iraqi radar had locked 
onto the U.S. fighter, the 
Pentagon said. 

If confirmed, the attempt 
to target U.S. warplanes 
enforcing a no-fly zone 
south of the 33rd Parallel 
would pose a direct chal- 
lenge to Washington as 
Americans were about to 
go to the polls. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCuny said Presi- 
dent Clinton was briefed on 
the incident and analysis 
were trying to ‘’determine 
why we’ve had a second 
incident.” 

A Pentagon review of the 
missile firing on Saturday 
found that there apparently 
was no attempt to target the 
plane. 

The pilot's cockpit instru- 
ments had indicated be was 
being targeted Saturday by 
Iraqi radar, and under the 
rules of engagement he was 
allowed to respond to what 
he perceived as a hostile 
act, the Pentagon said. 

"’Subsequent analysis did 
not support the initial indi- 
cations of radar activity.” 
the Pentagon said in a state- 
ment. It did not say what 
damage was done by the 
missile, noting that it was 
still being assessed. 


Rifkind proposes 
OSCE for Mideast 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
British Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind said 
Monday he will propose 
the setting up of a Middle 
East body to resolve 
regional conflicts, like the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE). 

Mr. Rifkind arrived in 
Abu Dhabi on the third leg 
of a regional tour and was 
greeted by his United Arab 
Emirates’ (UAE) counter- 
part Rashed Abdallah A! 
Nouami. 

The official news agency 
WAM said the foreign sec- 
retan' would discuss the 
Middle East peace process 
and the situation in the Gulf 
during his nvo-day visit to 
the UAE. 

Mr. Rifkind told the 
British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC) in a tele- 
phone interview earlier 
Monday that he would put 
forward his proposal for a 
regional security body in 
the UAE capital. 

“I’m going to. in my 
speech in Abu Dhabi, call 
for an oigamsation for 
cooperation in the Middle 
East and l believe that 
could provide a framework 
for dialogue on economic 
issues on security and polit- 
ical matters.” he said. 


The organisation would 
not act “as an alternative to 
the Middle East peace 
process, rhat would be 
absurd and undesirable.” 
Mr. Rifkind said, adding 
that the initial response in 
the region about the idea 
had been "quite positive." 

“Although the OSCE did 
not reso/ve the cold war it 
provided a forum for dia- 
logue which meant that 
people who still had very 
strong differences were 
able to geL together on a 
regular, constant basis 
without sacrificing the 
principles to discuss how 
they could take matters for- 
ward.” Mr. Rifkind said. 

The foreign secretary, 
who visited Israel and the 
Palestinian self-rule territo- 
ries before Abu Dhabi, sug- 
gested that Turkey and Iran 
should be part of such an 
organisation. 

Mr. Rifkind on Sunday 
pressed Israel to carry out 
its long-delayed troop with- 
drawal from Hebron, back- 
ing up his call with a sur- 
prise visit to Palestinian 
leaders in (he volatile West 
Bank city. 

Britain "believes ail die 
Jewish settlements in the 
occupied territories are ille- 
gal and therefore should 
not continue,” he added. 
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S. Arabia says it 


worked fully with 
FBI on bombing 


Iran denies any link with blast, 
says report aims to split Muslims 


WASHINGTON (AFP> — 
Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud Faisal said his 
government has cooperated 
Fully with the United Suites in 
the investigation of a lethal 
anti-U.S. bombing in the 
kingdom, according to a 
report Monday. 

In an interview with the 
New York Times, the prince 
said partnership with the 
Americans had been “excel- 
lent" on the investigation of 
the June 25 bombing of a 
U.S. military facility in 
Dhahran. Saudi Arabia. The 
attack killed 19 Americans. 

"The incident was in Saudi 
Arabia, and therefore we feel 
responsible." the prince told 
the paper. 

"The loss of life, of Ameri- 
can life, is not something we 
take lightly. It is the responsi- 
bility of the government of 
Saudi Arabia to bring them to 
justice, and in this regard we 
are cooperating very closely 
with the American agencies, 
as they are cooperating very 
closely with ours," he added. 

The Times reported Satur- 
day that the lack of communi- 
cation with the Saudis had 
compelled Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Director 
Louis Freeh to halt the 
deployment of FBI replace- 
ment teams to Saudi Arabia. 

The paper reported that 
over 70 agents were sent to 
the scene after the blast but 
that number had dwindled to 
fewer than a dozen. 

The story prompted the 
agency to issue a statement 
saying “reports that the FBI is 
withdrawing its agents out of 
Saudi Arabia because of dis- 
satisfaction with the level of 
cooperation by the Saudi 
government are not true." 

Iran said meanwhile, alle- 
gations of an Iranian role in 
Abfc June bumb^Uackm Saudi 
Arabia aimed to sow discord 


among Muslims in the Gulf 
region. C* 1 ''" 

The official Iranian news 


agency IRNA quoted foreign 
ministry spokesman Mah- 
moud Mohammadi as saying 
•*n Sunday that the Washing- 
ton post report was “a new 
U.S. conspiracy to create 
internal conflict in Mamic- 
■\rahic countries.” 

"Ho once again rejected arty 
links between Inin and the 
explosion in Dhahran." said 
IRNA. monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration iBBCk It said Mr. 
Mohammadi described the 
report as baseless. 

Quoting unnamed sour-ces 
close to the investigation, the 
post said on Friday Saudi 
security officials were hold- 
ing some 40 Saudi citizens 
for alleged involvement in 
the attack. The report said 
Saudi Arabia was convinced 
the attack was part of a broad 
conspiracy backed by Iran. 

It said the Saudi govem- 
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ment had obtained confes- 
sions from some of those 
arrested and other evidence 
implicating (ran as the insti- 
gator and sponsor of the 
attack. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said later that 
the U.S. Has not found a cul- 
prit for the bombing. Asked 
about an alleged Iranian link, 
he said: “We have reached no 
conclusions about who was 
responsible for this." 

Saudi officials have refused 
to comment on the report. 

The Washington Post said 
that some of the suspects 
belonged to a shadowy pro- 
Iranian group coiled the 
Saudi Hizbollah. 

In a statement sent to the 
Associated Press in Dubai, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Hizbollah denied any 
involvement in the blast, and 
said it had been ‘’subjected to 
a wave of arrests that includes 
the (group's) entire leader- 
ship.” 

The statement predicted 
that authorities might try to 
pin the blame for the bomb- 
ing on Hizbollah members. 
Other sources stressed that 
the government was focusing 
on the Shiites and Iran but 
that majority Sunni Muslims 
were also among the hun- 
dreds of suspects. 

Saudi Arabia, faces home- 
grown opposition from 

among Sunni Muslim 

activists opposed to the king- 
dom’s close ties to the West 
and critical of alleged wide- 
spread corruption. 

The Saudi government has 
said little about their activi- 
ties. 

The Hizbollah claimed that 
authorities were trying to 
blame the blast on the Shiites 
in order to "exterminate" a 
minority that has long been 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Clinton remembers Yitzhak Rabin 




UNION New Jersey (AFP) — President Bill C Union on 
Sunday remembered the late Israeli Prime Minister Yiizhak 
Rabin on die eve of the one-year anniversary his assassina- 
tion. Mr. Clinton mentioned Rabin on two campaign stops 
Sunday in Florida. “One year ago tomorrow (Monday), a 
great prime minister of Israel was murdered by someone in 
his own country who hared, hated the cause of peace more 
than he respected the human life of his nation’s great 
leader.” Mr. Clinton said in West Palm Beach. Rabin was 
gunned down Nov. 4. 1995 by a right wing Jewish fanatic 
who opposed Israel’s peace talks with Palestinians. 

Saudi firms urged to ignore IsraeG faxes 

RIYADH ( AFP) — The authorities have urged Saudi firms 
to ignore a flood of faxes and letters from Israeli companies 
proposing to trade with them, a Saudi newspaper reported ' y ' 
on Monday. A1 Iqtissadiya newspaper said many Saudi firms 
based in Riyadh. Jeddah and on the Gulf coast have been „ 
contacted by Israeli firms publicising Israeli goods or ask- ^ 
ing for details about Saudi products. The economic news- •• -uv * 
paper said most faxes and letters arc sent by the Israeli • i 


exports office in Tel Aviv, but others are sent from Europe, /‘jijjM 1- " 
the United States or Jordan. The commerce ministry called jt 1 ^ \ aS er La* 

Saudi firms and businessmen to tell them to ignore the mes- .^frfransport will 

I I. .A .L.-. nn ■ n r Jr.vt t " (hi> nfllVf COlH Tlia » j.ntllllt * . _ 1 ..n i-f 


sages and “accord them no interest." the paper said. The I0 develop « 

ministry “is strictly opposed to the private sector having ^ ^ exc 

anv involvement with Israeli products.” Saudi Arabia is _„j anS .The 


BEIRUT MARKET: A camel and a horse eat garbage near a vegetable market at the entrance of Beirut's 
Palestinian refugee camp Shatila on Monday. Many people bring in their animals from rural areas to earn 

tion and i 


some extra money by using them for transportation 


>le bring in their animals from rural areas to earn 
in local fairs (Reuters photo) 


Zarqa 


Arab ministers aim to fight 
terrorism but define it first 


Reference to Eve as sexual 
‘bombshell’ sparks Israeli furor 


JEDDAH (AFP) — Arab 
interior ministers are trying 
to agree on a definition of 
terrorism in order to fight 
the scourge. Saudi Interior 
Minister Prince Navef Ben 
Abdul Aziz said Monday. 

Prince Navef told the 
official Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) that he hoped Arab 
interior ministers would 
agree on a formula to 
“define terrorism and fight 
it” during their next meet- 
ing early next year. 

A committee formed by 
Arab interior ministers has 
already drafted a study on 
defining terrorism, said 
Prince Navef who believes 


~. v . Palestinians and other pco ...... . 

regarded rwhh suspi«ioa.b>^ ifcfejighfiii^for thejfi rigfjj* ^ "’ll™ JZ* 


are trying to obtain (heir 
rights." he said. 

“Palestinians. Kashmiris. 
Bosnians, and a]] the sons 
of peoples who live under 
oppression and occupation 
and are striving to obtain 
their national rights must 
not be described as terror- 
ists.” Prince Nayef said. 

The Saudi minister paid 
tribute to a Saudi officer 
who was killed Thursday in 
a gunfight between an anti- 
drug squad and a band of 
30 drug traffickers in Jed- 
dah. during which ;< drug 
trafficker was also killed. 

A total of 24 Americans 
and two Indians have been 


the stal wanly Sunni Muslim 
leadership. Besides the 19 
Americans killed, scores 
were injured in' last June's 
bombing, the second such 
attack to target a U.S. military 
installation in Saudi Arabia in 
seven months. 

In November last year, an 
explosion outside a U.S -:uu 
military training facility in 
the Saudi capital. Riyadh, 
killed flic Americans and 
two Indians. Four Saudi men 
were later comicicd and 
beheaded for carrying out the 
bombing. 

Saudi security sources and 
Shiite Muslim dissidents told 
the AP on Saturday that 
dozens of Shiite Mispecl- 
detained for the Dhahran 
bombing belonged to Hizbul- 
lah. 

Hizbollah has Jinks with 
the Lebanon-based Iranian- 
backed group of the same 
name, as well as connections 
with Syria, said the sources, 
speaking on condition of 
anoni mitv. 


should not be described as 
terrorists. 

■ “Wipoua reach art object 
five and correct definition 
of terrorism, so v.c don’t 
indiscriminately label peo- 
ple nr groups JorKJI-K 
because Shetc aw jvpplc 
an-.! -f.-f.-* trt rh; w •>:!<? 
which . '<• oppsj'scd .|! » 


W&TVX IhTlirrur installa- 
tions in Saudi .Arabia since 
last year. -Both bombings 
were claimed by miliiants 
demanding the departure of 
U S troops. 

Four Saudis were behead- 
ed in Mjy for a car bonib- 
tn- :n Rtvadh in November 
h--» year 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Ultra- 
orthodox Jews were up in 
arms Monday over u. comedy 
programme on state radio and 
television which this week 
referred to Eve. the biblical 
mother of humanity, as a sex- 
ual "bombshell." 

“Wc must not tolerate such 
profanation of the Bible, it is 
insulting to believers." 
declared SMomo Bci/ri. a 
deputy minister of health 
from the ultra-orthodox Shas 
Party. 

“Under the guise or satire, 
the radio is waging a veritable 
cultural war against religion.” 
said Mr. Beixri. who demand- 
ed that the government 
immediately cancel the 
offending programme. 

The official, whose party is 


In his programme, Mr. 
Kopaeli comments in his 
manner on whatever chapter 
from the Old Testament is 
being read that week in syna- 
gogues. 

His programme has been 
broadcast on state television 
for several weeks at the start 
of the Jewish Sabbath on Fri- 
day night. But it had not been 
heard by ultra-orthodox Jews 
who arc forbidden from 
watching television on the 
Sabbath, until Israel’s state 
radio begun cchroadcasttng 
the programme this week on 
Sunday morning. 

In a recent commentary on 
Genesis. Mr. Kopaeh referred 
to Eve as a “sexual bomb- 
shell” and Iasi Friday drew a 
’parallel between Ahrahnm’s 


the second biggest member of ( i ncor.socri fice.of.his son tq the 
,thc ^venting coalition after bailing death Iq? wepk of a 


’Pnmt Minister 4 jfcbyhmm 
Netanyahu’s* Likutf bloc, 
threatened ip submit a cen- 
sure motion in parliament if 
the government docs not act. 

Ho also threatened to take 
court action against the pro* 
gramme's host. Gil Kopaeli. 


lO-ycar-olil Palestinian boy 
by a Jewish settler. 

“It's a very funny pro- 
gramme. but it's clear you 
can’t please everyone.” com- 
mented dryly ihe director of 
public radio and television, 
Modi Kirslienbaum. 


any involvement with Israeli products.” Saudi Arabia « l ^ a ni an s. The 
opposed to anv normalisation with Israel until a comprc-’^forj or “ j fi 0 f the 
hensive Middle East peace settlement is reached. pitied nation and c( 

Israeli system to be used on U-S. aircraft .^S^ntions i Petra i 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The U.S. Army has chosen an Israeli- 

developed laser targetting system for use on its new Cora- ;> — ' ' 

tnanche Stealth combat helicopter, the company which built ft ■w+f* Q 

the system said Monday. The laser system, manufactured by # € 1 £ II 

the Israeli defease firm ELOP. provides new rangefinding 

and target designation possibilities for the helicopter using 

a newly developed “diode-pumped” laser technology. • __ 

ELOP executives said. "The laser system for range-finding U f hill Q I 

and target designation plays an important and central role in P ^ 

the helicopter’s targefting navigation system,” said ELOP v * 

President Jacob Torcn. The system includes eye protection > . , ^ . 

equipment to keep helicopter pilots from being blinded by , iT • - The U' ii 
the diodc-pumpcd laser beams, which are far more power- Dcpanmenr ^ 

ful than conventional models. ELOP officials said. i Zarqa Monday an 

iiwr rhev tu’-e jnneui 

Saudi preachers pray for rain anu -, e . 0 ( press. 

RIYADH (AFP) — Preachers in the holy cities of Mecca jcknems (•' 
and Medina on Monday prayed for rain in the desferts of 12. m>hie a well s 

Saudi Arabia, saying Muslims could help end drought by *. ^ian -‘ter row. 1 

showing their devotion to God. “One reason prevendng rain makin 

from failing is the fact that Muslims forget to obey God. * ,n the depan- cuers 1 

accumulate sins, and don’t do their prayers.” said the imam ! {t3K <| tbi- find a- He : 

of the grand mosque of mecca. Sheikh Abdul Rahman Al ^ the y. d:d. has 

Sudais. Sheikh Abdullah AI Zakhem. imam of the mosque ^ j, x drowning from tl 

of Medina. Mam’s second holiest site after Mecca, said sin ' Jordan 

was one cause of drought and urged Muslims to pray for ^ (l ^ Uil j Ui'lund Armec 

God’s forgiveness, the official Saudi press agency reported. jtoll , ul j -j^t attemp 

The prayers in Mecca. Medina and cities across Saudi Ara- ^ tair j. Cl>u . retries* 

bia are held when the rainy season is late in coming. ^ ,h e ^j so 

Turkish forces begin Cyprus war games sl ** ne.1 in the report 

NICOSIA ( R) — Turkish and Turkish Cypriot forces began ^ xvhiclT 

four days of joint military manoeuvres on and around north' ' ' ‘ -hemic 

ern Cyprus on Monday. Tiyjki^ Cypriot dqfenpe q^rials ^ 
said. Around 30.000 troops as well as tanks, shipsjndr. , , J . n ‘ . ^2** 

planes will, take pan in the exercises 'in tfc: self-procldifccd f „ rf nu Ied lne ^ 

Turkish republic of northern Cyprus and the waters of the . !v 10 C0I I! 

eastern Mediterranean. Live ammunition will be used, they '_ J he ^ funner utes ar 


said. The w ar games arc held annually but Turkish Cypriot ^ - 
nlficiak said ihev would he hinepr thk v<*nr in rp«mncp in OKOm- 


Lehanese mediator urges Bahrain to spare Shiites on death row 


BEIRUT i.MPi - The 
head of leKin»»n\ Shiite 
Muslim ouiirnunit;.. Sheikh 
M< *Si.:mn:.iJ Moh 

Sl.air.seddin. meed 

Bahr-iin's ruler r.n MonJdv 
t* ■ >p..re the three 

Shiite convict*, .iv.. siting 
execution f« »r ;t deadly fire- 
b»iriib;ni: 

“l exhort (he cmi: ol 
Bahrain. Sheikh Kc Hen 
Sjim.in Al Khjlit.i. to prt*- 
\ciu the execution*- and not 
to ratify the verdict because 
that would only vursen the 
situation in .in unexpected 


manner.’’ slid Sheikh 
Sh.miseddin. 

Tlic hejil id' tlic Mipremc 
Kamii C» 'Uiicil tor 
I. eh,:* if m*. Shiites told 
Heim! newspapers lie was 
disappointed by the 
re sr. to it medial ion he 
uisJcrtink between the 
Bahraini government and 
Shiite iippositron. 

He called on Sheikh Ki to 
review “ilctails of the court 
case on which the judge- 
ment was based and which 
were not fair." 

On Thursday AmneMv 


International and Human 
Rights Watch also called on 
the Bahraini leadership to 
grant reprieves to the three 
Shiites sentenced hi death 
for a July I fire-bomb 
attack on a restaurant ihnl 
killed seven bangladcshis. 

’’The crime for which 
these men were convicted 
is indeed a heinous one. 
but. according to informa- 
tion wc have obtained, this 
trial did not meet minimal 
standards of laimess.” the 
two groups said in a joint 
letter 


An appeal has already 
been turned down, leaving 
a reprieve as the only hope 
for Ali Ahmad Abdul Us fur. 
Yuscf Hussein Abdul Al 
Bnqi and Ahmad Khalit 
Ihrahim Kaltab. 

Politic,)! unrest erupted in 
Bahrain in December 1^4 
nftei Ihe expulsion of Shiite 
cleric Ali Salman who led a 
movement to restore an 
elected parliament. Since 
then, at least 25 people 
have died. 


officials said they would be bigger this year in response to . decom- 

joint Greek and Cypriot manoeuvres on the Greck-Cypriol, 

govern ment -con trolled part of the island in October. -^wibeen mi>-in 2 

•■ick 

Turkey's government wins mini-polls k ^ absence 

ANKARA i R) — Turkey's Isiamist-lcd coalition passed its ■* Dla£ k a report to 
firsr electoral test since its formation in June, doing well at 
mini local elections in 12 municipalities at the weekend, 

Anatolian news agency said on Monday. Islamist Prime 
Minister Nccmcttin Erbakan’s Welfare Party won 30,4 per 
cent *if ihe 85.000 votes at Sunday's polls, up narrowly fixHn 
the .V) per cent it garnered in the same wards at general ejec- 
tions last December. Most or the votes cast were in the 
southern area n) Osmaniye. recently upgraded by the gov- 
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eminent to a province in a nod to local pride. The coalition 5)30 Aid PliiK 
partner Tree Path Party i PYP) of conservative Tansu Ciller 1 uu 


partner Tree Path Party i PYP) of conservative Tansu Ciller ^ 1 

defied pollster predictions that it would suffer from its ; ! '“Ptirai - Snp' .)•» -r u 
alliance wtth the Islamists. The DYP won 2b per cent of the a dcle^ari n e - * ^ t, 
v«mcs on Sunday, eight percentage points more than its ’ ^ Parliameni’ " r ‘-' m “i® H 
December total in the same districts. The conservative main ' su PPort for ii 

opposition Mothcrijnd Parly fANAP) came in a poor fifth ^ _ 
place on S.5 per cent, a fall of 10 percentage points. Mr.jjdpj, n 
Erbakan, moilern Turkey's first Islamist premier, comfort- ‘ CUitUrC F 
ably surviVcd an opfv>sitinn censure motion against him Ia$t . . 


month for a disastrous trip to Libya. 
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Assemblies of God Chard) 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. OW 0 
Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel 

661757. 

Terra Sands Church TeJ. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Chorda 

Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Td. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 

771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangdkal Lutheran Chord) 
TeL K24328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The LsttersDay Saints Td. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Td. 
675WI. 

The Evangelical l>°cal Church 

in Amman TeL 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Caibofics Parish Id. 

6I4I90. 

tffiSlfe 1 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment nfSIeKnmfagy. 
TempenUuros ac expected to 


dn^. bumidny ir rise, and 
ckxidy^ in appear .a high ah?- 
nidss. There will he a dunce for 
scaticrcd showers with w»k 1'* 
westerly to n.-athwcsteilv n)»x3- 
erate h< *.tivc In .'\qaho, it will 
tx: dusty, skies pwl> dondv. 
and winds mvthcrly mnderate to 
active. 

Amman .1(0) 

Aqaba 15/28 

Deserts 07/22 

Jordan YaBey -.15/29 

YesJerJav's high tcmperanires- 
Amman 25. Aqaba 30 Hunridi- 
t> readings: Amman 27 per cent. 
AqaKi 42 per cent. 


ISEFIX 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT Dm' 

AMMAN: 

Dc Mukhte Maohrab ...s2fw:5 

Dc Wesam Hzayyiu 74S563 

Dr. Ahdtd Radi Tayyun -JCM 15 
Dr. Mouther M Qraha ...779959 
Fmkms pharmacy .....778336 
Al .Asaxa pharmacy 63 7055 

AI Safem pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644^4? 

Shmefcam phan7t2o ...f-37060 
Nakuukh pharmacy 621672 

Najfb ptarmaev 847652 

IRBID 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’anmefa .. .2500X0 
Al Qodx pharmacy i— -) 


ZrVRQA: 

Dr. Zivad Jgbaitim .WWI 

Khattfefa pharmacy W54I7 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...ii3'l 1 1 

Civil DeCruce Drpt «ii 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rev 

cue .63U341 

Civil Defence Emergency .l*W 
Rescue Po8ce 192 621 IN, 
br^Tt 

Eire Brigade MTM.tt 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway PoBce S454H2 

Traffic PoBce XOfi.W 

PuWic Security Department 

630321 

Htrfri Complaints 605X00 

Price CcmpMnts 6(>I 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints fc‘/7407 

Amman MurridpaUt) Cflm- 

phunts 787 H) 

Trirphose Information (direc- 
tory asastaoce). J2I 

Overseas Cafe 0102^0 

Central Ataman Telephone 

Kcparis 625IOI 

.Mxlafi Tdqjbonc Repairs 
66)101 

Jordan IWeridon 7731 II 

Rodin Jordan .774 1 1 ] 

Water /VachorSty......... MMinn 

Jordan Ektlridfy Autiturhy 

XI 561 5 

Electric F\wr Company 

636381 


RJ Might Information OX- 
5321* > 

Queen Alia IniL Airport 08- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medkal Centre 

S 13813/32 

KhaBdi Maternity. .644281/6 

fVkflch Maternity 64244 1 D. 

Jahal Amman Mairmhy 

642362 

Maflias, J. Amman /i.V»140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ....607071 

ShmdkanJ Hospital 669 1 3 1 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasherllnsphd 66 7227 A) 
The Islamic, Abdafl 6661 26/37 

AJ-AhlL Abdajj ....664164/6 

ItaSan. ALMuhidrwn 777|0f/3 

A 1- Bashir _...775l 11/26 

Army. Marks 8916 J 1/1 S 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amwl Hospital ,674)35 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special .Sutler? 865 1 99 

ZARQA. 


tit: 1275555 

t Catholic Hospital 

(02 >27227.5 

Ai Nalees Hospital 

102)247100 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
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22:00 KiEJaLwi^ar.Sir.c^nTCfRJi 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN '"’tended the aw a 

Dep. Amman 8:00 bjd. nwy : r during their sever 

Monday Wr , . 
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Dqx Damascus 7 JO am „ 

every Sunday Jordan' xi? f lslamic Ji 
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Apple. .700/500 \. i 

Banana 550/550 .. — 

Banana (imported ■.-800500 pi 

Cabbage 10CV80 Me CtlOn Pa* 

Cam it 

Cauliflower. 22M7Q U^. . 

Cuambcfteso 1,1 % “? 


Party 


Cucumber (large) .-lourwu.^^ j. m e JL» q T2T 

Cucumber (small) p.^, fi 

k.: ^ I lhp>v. 


Eggplant... 230/130? 


“00 an 


tXhcr Mights 

London { KJ) 
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15:00 Kiev (bV) 

Munich (YP) 
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“ A, ;ouiid 


- _J 09)900560 
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Princess Basma Hospital 
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Bucharest tROt 

^ Ucinn (ME> 
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Royal Wings (RW) Rights 
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18^5 .Td Aviv (RWl 

20*-50 Aqaba (RW) 
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Pepper (hot) ...^.,-..^-260/240 1 
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Minister of TVansporf Naser Lawzi Monday signs a cooperation agreement in the 
field of maritime transport with his Greek counterpart Somakis Stavros. The 
agreement intends to develop cooperation between die two countries, facilitate 
contacts between companies, exchange data and expertise and provide tr aining 
programmes for Jordanians. The agreement also stipulates that all necessary facil- 
ities be provided for vessels of the two countries in their ports, in addition to goods 
regulation, transportation and cooperation and coordination in maritime-related 
international conventions (Petra photo) 

Zarqa CDD finds 
clothing of missing boy 


ZARQA (J.T.) — The Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) in Zarqa Monday 
announced that they have 
retrieved some articles of 
clothing belonging . to 
Haidar Jibril, 12, inside a 
150-foot artesian water 
well. 

Officials in the depart- 
ment have cited this find as 
evidence that the boy did. 
indeed, die by drowning 
inside the well. 

A CDD official Colonel 
Abdullah Huneiti said that 
the clothes were fairly con- 
clusive evidence that the 
boy had drowned in the 
well but that his body was 
presumably still inside the 
water. 

' 'He said that the parents of • 


local police who initiated a 
far-reaching search for him 
and also made an 
announcement in the local 
press. 

Col. Huneiti described the 
well’s opening as very nar- 
row, 14 inches in diameter, 
making it difficult for res- 
cuers to enter. ■ 

He added that the CDD 
has received assistance 
from the Water Authority of 
Jordan and the Jordanian 
Aimed Forces but so far all 
attempts have failed in 
retrieving the boy. 

Also Monday, the CDD 
reported that it succeeded 
in extinguishing a fire 
which engulfed a petro- 
chemical factory in Zarqa. 

• Col. Huneiti said that 
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clothes as. [belonging '.to 
dieir son and he further 
stated that the boy’s body 
might well have decom- 
posed by now. 

The boy bad been missing 
for one week. 

Upon the boy’s absence. 
Ms parents made a report to 


to contain the fire '20 min- 
utes after it ignited Monday 
morning and that the fire 
had obliterated a certain 
amount of chemicals inside 
the factory but caused no 
loss of human life. 

Meanwhile, A1 Aswaq 
daily reported Monday the 


death of a 21 year old math- 
ematics major at Zaitouneh 
University on the Queen 
Alia International Airport 
Highway . 

The report said that the 
woman. Ansam Jaousi, 
received immediate first aid 
at the university clinic and 
was later rushed to AJ 
Bashir Hospital in Amman 
but pronounced dead on 
arrival. 

Dr. Abdul Karim Mari, an 
internist at the hospital, 
said that the girl died of a 
sudden heart attack. 

Bystanders had said that 
the woman had been in a 
merry mood, standing with 
her colleagues near the 
library, when she suddenly 
collapsed. -- 

The' report said that the 
university clinic lacked the 
necessary equipment to 
deal with such an emer- 
gency and neither pos- 
sessed an ambulance to 
cany the student to the hos- 
pital. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Human Aid Club meets with speaker 

AMMAN (Petra) - Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament Sa’ad Hayel Srour Mon- 
day received a delegation from the Human Aid Club, headed by Dalai Otoura. Mr. Srour 
expressed Parliament’s support for initiatives which intend to extend assistance to the 
indigent. 

Minister of culture returns from UAE visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Culture Ahmad Qudah and his accompanying delegation 
returned home after an official visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) where he met 
with Governor of Shaijah Sheikh Sultan Qasimi and a number of senior UAE officials. 
The delegation also attended the. awards ceremony for the Abdul Aziz AJ Babtin Poetry 
Innovation Contest during their seven-day visit. 

Chief Islamic Justice receives ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Islamic Justice Izzeddine Tamimi Monday received Iranian 
Ambassador to Jordan Ahmad Dastmaljian on the occasion of the end of his tour of duty. 
Mr. Dastmaljian stressed the strong religious and historic ties which link Jordan and Iran. 
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S.. U.S. Election Party 

♦ An all-night LLS. election party at 
Champions, at the Marriott Hotel 

[starting, at 11:00 pm (There wfll^be 
[ponses on the hour and an election 
ftriyia .quiz .on the half hour, music 
dancing all night, live CNN, 
Worldnet and VOA coverage). 

• *.ir ■ ■ • 

■ FILMS 

y mm - . 

-C hil dren's fflm “Around the 
SVorid in 80 Days” at the British 
SDtnmolat 5:00 pjn. 

^Spanish film — “TheBIoody Wed- 
dmg’’ at Abdcd Hameed Shoman 
Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:30 
fean. i 


it- 


EXHIBmONS 


♦ Works by Maha Abu Ghosh at 
In^ttato Cervantes, Jabal Amman, 
JmtilNov. 16. 

^Exhibition of works by Zunch- 
b^sed jordanian artist Nabil Sbe- 


hadeh at Darat A1 Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh. Also displaying works by 
Jordanian artist Mohammad Nas- 
raBah and works by 
contemporary artists, until Nov. 13. 
♦’Timeless Weaving and New Cre- 
ations — Home Furnishings and 
Accessories” at the Jordan Crafts 
Development Centre (A1 Aydl), 
Jabal Amman, Second Circle, until 
Nov. 10. 

♦Abstract (plastic) art by Sa’id Had- 
dadin at Orfali Art Gallery, Um 
Utheina, until Nov. 5. 

♦Exhibition of “Visual Forms” by 
Abdul Latif A1 Smoodi at Baladan 
Art Gallery, Gardens street, until 
Nov. 15. 

LECTURE 

* “The Contemporary Status and 
Forms of Kurdish Nationalism in 
Iraq” by M^jtd Abdul Rida at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal 
Amman at 6:00 p.m. , 
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Kabariti insists: The dinar will not be devalued 

Prime Minister discusses new economic package 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Tuesday presides over a meeting with the Fed- 
eration of the Jordanian Chambers of Commerce (FJCC) at Al Hassan Industrial 
City near Ramtha (Petra photo) 


RAMTHA (Petra) — Aux- 
iliary to the official open- 
ing of the Federation of the 
Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce (FJCC) at Al 
Hassan Industrial City near 
Ramtha, Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
Tuesday insisted that the 
Jordanian dinar will retain 
its stability against other 
currencies and that under 
no circumstances will there 
be any devaluation of the 
dinar’s exchange rate. 

“The government has no 
plans whatsoever to deval- 
ue the dinar in the course of 
implementing the econom- 
ic restructuring programme 
agreed upon with the 
International Monetary 
Fund,” the prime minister 
said. 

Referring to the .present 
crisis in local market cur- 
rency liquidity, Mr. Kabari- 
ti maintained it as a result 
of Jordanians exchanging 
their savings for foreign 
currency. 

“Restoring confidence in 
the economy will be an 
essential element [to 
ensure] the return of liq- 
uidity to the market espe- 
cially as the interest rates 
on savings for the Jordan- 
ian dinar are several times 
higher than those for for- 
eign currency,” he added. 

He urged the commercial 
sector to help restore confi- 
dence in the national econ- 
omy. 

Mr. Kabariti also 
announced that the govern- 
ment is in the course of 
putting finishing touches to 
a package concerning eco- 
nomic laws governing cus- 
toms, companies, securities 
and protection of national 
production. 


The prime minister stated 
that “we must admit that 
production is the work of 
the private sector and 
[therefore] the government 
has adopted a policy of 
selling many of its assets 
and entities to the private 
sector in a bid to liberalise 
the national economy and 
give market forces a fair 
chance to achieve a greater 
volume of production as 
well as improve the quality 
of goods produced [in Jor- 
dan] at lower cost.” 

Mr. Kabariti added that 
“this year Jordan has been 
able to achieve a great deal 
and is expected to exceed a 
five per cent rate of eco- 
nomic growth, check any 
major rise in the cost of liv- 
ing, reduce poverty and 
unemployment while 
increasing national exports 
and services with imports 
mainly consisting of capital 
goods" 

Referring to foreign cur- 
rency reserves, he said 
“Jordan has been able to 
build a strong reserve of 
foreign currency, transform 
itself from a capital 
exporter into a capital 
receiver and has succeeded 
in rescheduling many of its 
external debts, attract 
financial assistance and 
soft loans, something 
which clearly indicates that 
the Kingdom is gradually 
moving towards sustain- 
able development and fur- 
ther stability.” 

. “"We are seeking to ensure 
a constantly expanding 
country where democracy 
prevails and human rights 
and pluralism are respected 
and I would like to reaffirm 
that the democratic face of 
the economy requires the 


creation of balance 
between the public interest 
on the one hand and the 
people’s duty and responsi- 
bility on the other," the 
prime minister maintained. 

He added that “ from now 
on we will be forced to co- 
exist with a basic fact that 
our expenditures will be 
financed by our own funds 
and therefore the relation- 
ship between the stare and 
the taxpayers should be 
clearly defined and based 
on democratic grounds. We 
want to see all citizens con- 
tributing to nation building 
and feeling that they are 
partners in these national 
efforts. 

Appealing to the federa- 
tion members to support 
the government, Mr. 


Kabariti said “we seek to 
have your full cooperation 
and the government will 
continually seek your con- 
sultation and advice in ail 
matters and legislation per- 
taining to the national 
economy.” 

The prime minister then 
referred to economic rela- 
tions with Iraq stressing 
that they must be strength- 
ened to benefit the two 
countries. He said that Jor- 
danian exporters should 
protect their share in Iraqi 
markets by improving the 
quality of their exported 
goods and stressed that 
Jordan is enthusiastic to 
maintain a balanced rela- 
tionship with Iraq and 
seeks to help end the suf- 
fering of its people. 


Federation Chairman 
Hai«’ ■ Murad spoke on 
W of the federation 
eis in expressing 
thei. commitment to sup- 
porting the government's 
socio-economic reform 
programmes and cooperat- 
■ ing with other sectors to 
achieve this goal. 

However, he urged the 
government to facilitate 
export increases to Iraq in 
the coming year especially 
in the light of the United 
Nations- Iraqi agreement 
regarding the exchange of 
oif for medicine and food. 

He also urged the govern- 
ment to act quickly to 
address problems arising 
from Israel obstructing 
exports to Palestinian self- 
rule areas. 


Police 
search for 
clues in 
woman’s 
death 


By Ahmad Kreishan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Public 
Security Department 
(PSD) Monday said it 
was investigating the 
death of teenager and the 
shooting of another in 
two separate incidents 
near Amman. 

A PSD spokesperson 
said that the body of a 
17 -year-old woman iden- 
tified only as S. M. A 
was found in Yajouz For- 
est with a gun shot 
wound to the head. The 
official said the victim 
was wearing a school 
uniform. 

The victim was pro- 
nounced dead in hospital, 
according to the 
spokesman. 

He said Prosecutor 
General Muhannad 
Bishtawi is heading the 
investigation. 

The spokesman said 
that the girl’s body was 
tranferred to the National 
Forensic Centre for an 
autopsy. 

He said police sealed 
off the Yajouz Forest area 
and searched for clues 
with the aid of police 
dogs. But all that was 
found was the victim’s 
schoolbag. 

Brothers held in 

shooting of sister 

Meanwhile in Ash- 
rafieh, two brothers were 
arrested in connection 
with shooting of their sis- 
ter. The girl, whose 
name and age were not 
released, is in hospital in 
intensive care. 

Doctors said the girl’s 
chance of survival is 
slim. 


Seminars to address role of political 
parties in strengthening democracy 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan TJmes 

Amman — The role of 
political parties in strength- 
ening the democratic 
process will be the topic of 
a series of seminars which 
will start Wednesday at the 
headquarters of t the 
progress and justice party 
in Amman. 

Academics, heads of 
political parties, former 
officials arid human rights 
activists will take part in 
the nine seminars which 
will tackle issues ranging 
from the role of political 
parties in advancing human 
rights to the structures and 
orientations of political 
groupings in the Kingdom, 
according to Nizam Assaf, 
general director of Al 


Riadah Centre which is 
organising the seminars in 
cooperation with tempoliti- 
cal parties. 

Dr. Assaf said the semi- 
nars' topics, which will be 
held over three months, 
were agreed on with politi- 
cal parties. 

He added that the discus- 
sions will eventually be 
published in a book. 

“We hope that the semi- 
nars will help Jordan 
progress democratically.” 
said Dr. Assaf, whose cen- 
tre is a non-profit organisa- 
tion set up seven years ago. 

On Wednesday, former 
minister of social develop- 
ment Amin Mashaqbeh 
will address ‘Theoretical 
Frameworks for Political 
Party Concepts” while 
member of the leftist 


Hashed party Abla Abu 
Abla will ' discuss 
“Women’s Status and Par- 
ticipation in Party Politics.” 

About 25 political parties 
have activated in the King- 
dom since the Political Par- 
ties Law went into effect in 
1993. The new legislation 
annulled a 1956 law which 
banned political parties 
from operating in the coun- 
try. A few parties, however, 
were illegally active during 
that period. 

Dr. Assaf said the semi- 
nars also aim at encourag- 
ing dialogue among politi- 
cal parties, which have 
been criticised for duplicat- 
ing each other through 
advocating similar ideolo- 
gies. Observers also said 
that political parties have 
failed to assert their pres- 


ence in the political arena 
and to convince Jordanians 
of the viability of joining 
them. 

Dr. Assaf said that Al 
Riadah Centre is also plan- 
ning a meeting at the Royal 
Cultural Centre on Novem- 
ber 20 to discuss the antici- 
pated establishment of a 
centre for human rights, 
democracy and freedom in 
the Arab world . 

A draft legislation for the 
establishment of the centre 
has been presented by the 
government to the Lower 
House of Parliament which 
is expected to start debat- 
ing the issue during the 
12th Parliament’s fourth 
and Iasi ordinary session 
beginning November 19. 


Romanian ambassador 
discusses energy and 
mineral resources 


Surgeons open 
international meeting to 
hear 61 papers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Romanian Ambassador to 
Jordan loan Agaficioaie 
Monday held talks with 
Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources 
Hashem Dabbas on 
means of promoting 
cooperation in the fields 
of energy and mineral 
resource development 

The discussion also cov- 
ered Romanian prospects 
for participating in oil 
and natural gas prospect- 
ing in the Kingdom and 
helping in maximum util- 
isation of • mineral 
resources such as oil 
shale, phosphate, copper 
and other minerals. 

The men also discussed 
the financing of joint 
investment ~ projects 
involving public and pri- 
vate sectors in the two 
countries. 

Romania, an oil produc- 
ing country, had helped 
Jordan expand the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery facili- 
ties in the ‘80s and the 
two countries have 
exchanged expertise in 
areas associated with 


transportation and storage 
of oil and oil-based prod- 
ucts. 

Also on Monday, Mr. 
Agaficioaie met with 
Minster of Supply Munir 
Sobar and the two 
reviewed progress in 
exchanges of supply 
materials between Jordan 
and Romania. 

The ambassador told the 
Jordan Times after the 
meeting that no concrete 
decisions had been made 
in tbe meeting but that the 
two had discussed 
prospects for increasing 
exports of meat rice and 
sugar from Romania. 

Mr. Sobar briefed the 
ambassador on the min- 
istry’s role in securing 
basic supply materials for 
the country as well as cur- 
rent plans for increasing 
the private sector’s influ- 
ence on the importation of 
goods which have hereto- 
fore been imported by the 
ministry. 

• Mr. Sobar stated that 
Jordan is eager to pro- 
mote ties with Romania. 


AMMAN (Petra) — An 
international group of 
surgeons Monday began 
a three-day meeting 
organised by the Jordan- 
ian Society of Surgeons 
(JSS) to review 61 reports 
dealing with topics rang- 
ing from plastic surgery 
to urinary tract surgery. 

The meeting was 
opened by acting Minis- 
ter of Health Mustafa 
Shneikat who told the 
specialists that he hoped 
that the meeting would 
contribute ‘ further 
towards bolstering Jor- 
danian cooperation with 
other nations. 

Butros Tawil. head of 
the Jordanian-German 
Society for the Preven- 
tion of Eye Diseases, told 
the gathering that the par- 
ticipants will discuss 
issues pertaining to con- 
tinued medical education, 
research encouragement, 
the conducting of medical 
workshops and the prac- 
tice and skill of surgery. 

Conference Chair Saber 
Rawashdeh said the gath- 


ering was an annual 
event which seeks to pro- 
mote cooperation among 
surgeons and provide a 
forum for an exchange of 
.expertise for the ultimate 
benefit of the general 
public. 

Of the 61 papers, 34 are 
being submitted by Jor- 
danian specialists and 
surgeons. Dr. Rawashdeh 
said. 

He added that auxiliary 
to the conference, a med- 
ical exhibition is being 
held, displaying equip- 
ment from Jordan and 
several foreign countries. 

He said the participants 
will also be taken on a 
tour of various historical 
and archaeological sites 
around Jordan and will 
visit several of the coun- 
try’s medical institutions. 

Participants hail from 
Iraq, the United Arab 
Emirates, Syria, Lebanon, 
Germany, and the United 
Kingdom and Jordan. 
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Clinton, Dole enter final day of campaigning 


WASHINGTON <R) — 
President Bill Clinton and 
Republican challenger Bob 
Dole continued their fren- 
zied last-minute campaign- 
ing on the final day before 
voters decide who will lead 
the country for the next four 
years. 

’ Most polls showed Mr. 
Clinton with a shrinking but 
solid lead, while Republi- 
cans seemed increasingly 
likely to maintain control of 
both houses of Congress, 


potentially leaving Mr. 
Clinton with a clouded man- 
date for his second term. 

Sen. Dole took a six-hour 
break from his unprecedent- 
ed 96-hour around-the- 
clock campaign blitz Sun- 
day to nap and clean up, 
then continued his relentless 
attack on White House 
ethics and asked Ross Pe- 
rot's supporters for their 
votes. 

Addressing a rally of 
some 4.000 supporters in 



Republican U.S. presidential nominee Bob Dole speaks 
(o a crowd of supporters in front of his campaign bus 
and a large hot air balloon reading “California Trusts 
Bob Dole" at an early evening rally outside a 
Republican campaign office in West Covina, California 
Sunday (Reuter photo) 


this city east of Los Ange- 
les, Sen. Dole said Ameri- 
cans would show character 
mattered in the election. 

“We are going to prevail 
because the American peo- 
ple have had enough," he 
said- “They've had enough 
and they're going to make a 
change." 

Mr. Clinton, casting him- 
self as the voice of centrist 
reason and sounding very 
presidential, appealed to 
voters to seek "common 
ground'* and heal the racial, 
religious and cultural divi- 
sions tearing apart the coun- 

tiy. 

“We will never be what 
we ought to be if we allow 
our country to be led by 
those who believe we are 
better off on our own, and 
who seek to pursue that path 
by driving wedges between 
us and exploiting our fears 
and convincing us that our 
brothers and sisters of dif- 
ferent races, different faiths, 
different walks of life, are 
our inherent enemies." he 
said. 

‘That is a prescription for 
disaster." he told St. Paul’s 
African Episcopal Metho- 
dist Church in Tampa. 
Florida, where civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King 
once preached. 

The Dole campaign, ener- 
gised by poll data showing 
Mr. Clinton's edge narrow- 
ing after weeks of double- 
digit leads, continued ham- 
mering away at Mr. Clin- 
ton's ethics to woo undecid- 
ed voters away from the 
Democrats. 

The Reuters daily tracking 
poll showed Sen. Dole with- 
in four percentage points of 
Mr. Clinton. ABC had the 
president 11 points ahead 
and gallup put the presi- 
dent's lead at 13 points. 

Individual stale polls gave 



Sen. Dole some reason for 
hope. He was running even 
with Mr. Clinton in Geoigia 
and Tennessee, within five 
points in the key state of 
Ohio and led Mr. Clinton in 
Nevada — all states Mr. 
Clinton carried in 1992. 

Republicans also pulled 
ahead in the Reuters poll in 
the battle for Congress. The 
Republicans won control of 
both the House of Represen- 
tatives and the Senate in 
1994 for the first lime in 40 
years. This year, they have 
been targets of an all-out 
assault by Democrats and 
their labour union allies. 

But two new polls 


released Sunday showed 
Sen. Dole's focus on the 
character issue has failed to 
change voters' minds. 

The latest Harris poll 
showed that by 45 per cent 
to 39 per cent voters tend to 
see Sen. Dole as more hon- 
est and trustworthy than Mr. 
Clinton, but two weeks ago. 
he had a wider lead of 44 
per cent to Mr. Clinton's 34 
per cent. 

The poll of 1.029 likely 
voters conducted on Nov. i - 
3 also gave Mr. Clinton an 
overwhelming lead on most 
major policy issues, includ- 
ing education, the environ- 
ment. jobs, health care and 


the economy. The margin of 
error was three percentage 
points. 

A separate poll by the Pew 
Research Centre of 1,211 
likely voters conducted on 
Oct. 31 through Nov. 3. 
found Mr. Clinton leading 
Sen. Dole by 49 per cent to 
36 per cent, with Mr. Perot 
grabbing eight per cent and 
six per cent undecided. 

Potential damage from the 
cumpaign finance contro- 
versies dogging the Democ- 
rats in recent weeks ap- 
peared to be less than ex- 
pected. the Pew pollsters 
said. 

Fifty-six per cent of the 


likely voters said they had 
closely followed news of 
improper campaign contri- 
butions to the Democratic 
National Committee, but 
only seven per cent of Mr. 
Clinton backers said the 
charges raised serious 
doubts in their minds about 
voting for the president. 

Additionally, the poll 
showed that Sen. Dole had 
the support of only 75 per 
cent of those sell -identify- 
ing as Republicans, com- 
pared to 85 per cent of the 
Democrats supporting Mr. 
Clinton. 

The sampling error was 
three percentage points. 


New Ulster police chief 
rules out early IRA truce 


BELFAST (R) — Northern 
Ireland's new police chief 
warned Britons Monday to 
expect further IRA guerrilla 
attacks and ruled out any 
immediate prospect of a 
new ceasefire. 

Ronnie Flanagan, who 
took over as head of the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary, 
predicted further headline- 
grabbing bomb attacks on 
prestige targets by Repub- 
lican guerrillas in Northern 
Ireland and mainland 
Britain. 

The British government 
has denied Dublin press 
reports it was negotiating 
terms of a pre-Christmas 
IRA ceasefire with Gerry 
Adams, head of the guerril- 
las' political wing Sinn 
Fein. 

**We have nothing to sug- 
gest an imminent restora- 
tion of the IRA ceasefire." 
he told the BBC on his first 
day as chief constable. “I 
sadly expect there will be 
further attacks both here in 
the province and on the 
mainland." 

Chief Flanagan said the 
Irish Republican Army 
(IRA i was debating its next 
step in a 27-year war 
against British rule of 
Northern Ireland but he was 
pessimistic it would restore 
a 17-month ceasefire the 
guerrillas ended in 
February. 

He said the guerrillas may- 
have held a recent policy 
meeting but could not 'con- 
firm media rep»>rts that the 
IRA's lop general army con- 


vention had been in session. 

“There is undoubtedly an 
internal debare going on 
within the Republican 
movement. But we have 
nothing, as a result of what 
look place, to suggest a 
restoration of the cessation 
of violence is imminent." 

He said he feared more 
IRA "spectaculars." on 
major targets such as the 
twin car bomb assault at 
Britain's Northern Ireland 
army base on Oct. 7 which 
killed one soldier and 
injured 20 . 

“1 think it’s fair to say that 
they will be seeking targets 
of high impact - targets that 
will grab the headlines." he 
said. 

Chief Flanagan took over 
amid reports that Irish 
nationalist leader John 
Hume had been in touch 
with Mr. Adams over a new 
IRA truce. 

Mr. Hume. leader of the 
Social Democratic and 
Labour Party (SLOP) and 
Mr. Adams were architects 
of 1993 peace proposals to 
end the conflict by getting 
all sides to peace talks. 

Their proposals were 
never published but Irish 
diplomats said some of their 
suggestions were incorpo- 
rated into an Anglo-Irish 
initiative called the down- 
ing street declaration which 
was unveiled in December 
1993. 

Ml Hume, whose SDLP 
is taking part in Belfast 
peace talks. he was 
keeping the British and Irish 


governments, which are 
joint sponsors of the negoti- 
ations. informed of his 
talks. 

“I have made publicly 
clear that I have maintained 
my contact with Gerry 
Adams, and. as a public rep- 
resentative, obviously 1 talk 
regularly to the govern- 
ment.'' he told the BBC. 

But he denied weekend 
newspaper reports that he 
was a go-between for 
Adams whose party is 
shunned by the British and 
Irish governments because 
of continued IRA violence. 

The two governments 
banned ministerial-level 
talks with Sinn Fein when 
the IRA ended its irucc in 
February with a series of 
attacks in Britain and the 
bombing of an army base in 
Germany. 

Sinn Fein is also barred 
from the Belfast peace talks 
and can only join when a 
new IRA ceasefire is called, 
the two governments say. 

British officials insist that 
there must be an initial ver- 
ification period to ensure 
that the truce is genuine and 
Hume said the truce that he 
sought was “for keeps.” 

But the IRA has demand- 
ed that Britain and Ireland 
drop any attempt to make a 
surrender of weapons a 
talks priority and give the 
negotiations a strict time 
frame, something vigorous- 
ly opposed by Protestant 
pro-British unionists at the 
talks. 


Former Central African Emperor dies 


BANGUI — Jean-Be- 
del JBokussa. former sclf- 
syled emperor of the Cen- 
tral African Republic, has 
died ut the age of 75. clos- 
ing a colourful and some- 
times grim chapter in the 
diamond-rich yet impover- 
ished nation's history. 

One of Bokassa's sons. 
Jean Charles, announced 
the news early Monday. 
The flamboyant former 
leader, who had been ill 
w ith kidney, suspected cere- 
bral and other problems, 
died of a heart attack 
Sunday night in the capital 
Bangui. 

“Bokassu played a very 
important role for his coun- 
try.” opposition Patriotic 
Front lor Progress leader 


Abel Goumha told Reuters, 
adding that his “monarchic 
and dictatorial regime" had 
also caused a lot of harm. 

Bokassu. whose rule was 
one of cruelty and extrava- 
gance punctuated by capri- 
cious decisions, seized 
power in 1966. 

Modelling himself on his 
hero Napoleon Bonaparte 
of France, he crowned him- 
self emperor in a ceremony 
in 1977. His crown alone 
was worth S5 million and 
the ceremony reputedly 
swallowed a quarter of the 
country’s annual foreign 
exchange earnings. 

Ousted in a French- 
backed enup in 1979 while 
in Libya, he lived in exile in 
lvorv Coast and former 


colonial power France. 

In 1986 he suddenly 
returned to the Central 
African Republic, where he 
was sentenced to death in 
1987 for murder and 
embezzlement after a trial 
coloured by accusations of 
infanticide and cannibalism. 

The military leader at the 
time. Andre Kolinaba. com- 
muted Bokassa's sentence 
to life in prison and then 
freed him in 1993 at the 
height of a transition to 
multi-party democracy. 

Bokassa remained con- 
vinced of hi* popularity with 
the masse* until the end. har- 
bouring hope* of being 
allowed to stage a comeback 
via presidential elections 
scheduled for 1999. 


Manila 

urges 

squeeze on 
Asian drug 
barons 

MANILA (R) — Philip- 
pine President Fidel Ramos 
urged governments Mon- 
day to lighten laws against 
money laundering in order 
to help win the war against 
drugs in Asia. 

He said drug syndicates 
had become so powerful 
they could now defy sover- 
eign governments and con- 
trol vulnerable economies. 

Mr. Ramos was speaking 
at the opening of a United 
Nations-sponsorcd meeting 
of heads of anli-iwcoiics 
agencies from about 50 
countries to discuss how to 
combat the drugs menace 
in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Preventing money laun- 
dering; was “a challenge to 
all countries, developed 
and developing, but more 
so to fragile and vulnerable 
economics which can easi- 
ly come under economic 
and political pressure, or 
even the control of criminal 
group*." Mr. Ramus told 
the mecung in Manila. 

“Drug traffickers must 
understand that we mean 
business." he said. 

Mr. Ramos said an inter- 
national crackdown on 
money laundcrcrj* would 
"hit drug traffickers where 
it would hurt them hard- 
est 

He was referring to 
effort* by drug syndicates 
to disguise the source of 
their wealth by channelling 
funds through legitimate 
business fronts or by trying 
to bury them in the global 
banking network. 

Mr. Rami* called for 
tighter laws that would 
enable governments to 
seize all proceeds derived 
from dreg trafficking and 
punish not only the traf- 
fickers "hut also those 
involved in facilitating the 
making or handling of 
profits (derived from 
drugs).** 

He said drugs had also 
spawned other crimes, 
including bribery of offi- 
cials. violation of banking 
laws, and on a political 
level, transnational terror- 
ism and insurgency. 


Bomb hits French post 
office before Spain summit 


MARSEILLE, France <R) 
— A bomb badly damaged 
the main post office in the 
southern French town of 
Aix-En-Provencc early 
Monday, a few hours before 
a top level Franco-Span ish 
meeting was to open in 
nearby Marseille. 

Police said no one had 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack which caused no 
injuries. 

Radio reports pointed the 
finger of suspicion at 
Corsican separatists who 
recently bombed the may- 
oral office of Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe in 
Bordeaux and law courts in 
Aix-En-Provencc and the 
southern town of Nimes. 

Reports said the sepa- 
ratists may have svmght to 
use the Franco- Span ish 
talks to highlight claims of 
independence for the 
Mediterranean island but 
struck in AivEn- Provence. 
30 kilometers north «»f 
Marseille, because security 
in Marseille itself was too 
light. 

Hundreds of police 


mounted a major security 
operation in the 
Mediterranean port as 
French President Jacques 
Chirac and Spanish Prime 
Minister Jose Maria Aznar. 
with lop cabinet ministers, 
prepared to begin a two-day 
meeting later in the day. 

Spain, and to a lesser 
degree France, face a vio- 
lent campaign by Basque 
separatists. 

ETA (Basque Homeland 
and Freedom) guerrillas 
have killed hundreds of 
people in Spain. The small- 
er group Ipjjrcturrak t those 
of the north) has staged spo- 
radic bomb attacks in 
France. 

On Corsica, a bomb early 
Monday destroyed a private 
car belonging to a conserva- 
tive senator in the village 
where he is mayor. No one 
was injured. 

The attacks appeared to be 
pan of a bombing campaign 
by the hardline separatist 
“Historic Wing" of the 
Corsican National 

Liberation Front (FLNC) 
against elected officials on 


the island. 

The Paris government 
vowed a crackdown on the 
FLNC after it bombed Mr. 
Juppe's office in Bordeaux. 

Separatist movements 
have conducted a 20 -year 
guerrilla campaign against 
central rule by authorities in 
Paris. 

An opinion poll at the 
weekend said more than 40 
per cent of French voters, 
exasperated by endless 
Corsican separatist vio- 
lence. were ready to grant 
the turbulent island inde- 
pendence. 

The poll, conducted for 
Canal Plus television, said 
42 per cent of 990 people 
questioned would vote for 
Corsican independence 
with %ii per cent against. 
The remainder of those 
polled were uncommitted or 
nffered no answer. 

Another poll conducted 
last month in Corsica itself 
showed 91 per cent of the 
islanders opposed indepen- 
dence. seven per cent were 
in favour and (wo per cent 
had no opinion. 


Bhutto rival takes over key state 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — ■ Within a day of 
being reinstated him as head of the coun- 
try's largest state. Manzoor Wattno. a bitter 
rival of Pakistan Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto, sacked several officials and ordered 
detained students freed Monday. 

Mr. Wattno. who resumed office as chief 
minister of Punjab Sunday. 14 months after 
his dismissal by a presidential decree, 
vowed to fight "urtdemnefatte" methods in 
the country. 

The opposition leader, in his first press 
a inference after the ruling by the Li here 
High Court ordered his reinstatement. said 
he released students detained for protesting 
the privatisation of schools and colleges. 

He also said he would fight Nepotism by 
providing “jobs strictly on merit.” 

Mr. wattoo wa* booted mil in September 
IU95 after he fcD out with Ms. Bhmto lor 
allegedly ignoring her pony's interests. Her 
ally, Arif Nakai. was elected in his place by 
(he 248-mcmbcr Punjab assembly. 

After a y can-long hearing, the Lahore 
High Coun ruled that Nakui's election as 
chief minister an Sept. 13. 1995 wus 
‘‘unlawful.” and ordered that Mr. Wiittoo in: 
returned to his post- 

Mr Wattoo *s reinstatement ai the head of 
the provincial government after the widely- 
publicised falling out with Ms. Bhutto, 
sparked intense political manoeuvring in 
the Punjab, considered crucial for national 
stability. 

Asif Ali Zardari.Ms. Bhuttos husband 
and also federal minister for investment, 
has been in the provincial capital, Lahore, 
for a week in an apparent bid to maintain 


(he ruling coalition's unity and defeat the 
political threat. 

The People's Democratic From (PDF) 
alliance led by the embattled Bhutto moved 
a no* (rust motion against Mr. Wattno soon 
after the c<uirt declared his September 1995 
dismissal illegal. 

m Mv Bhutto said the judgement was 
“acceptable” to her government but warned 
die Punjab assembly would decide Mr. 
Wut Inn's future. 

The verdict came wiib Ms. Bhutto locked 
in bitter confrontation with the opposition 
over her economic policies and w ith the 
Muslim fundamentalist Jamaat-i- Islam i ( Jlj 
party leading nationwide street protests 
against her. 

Ms, Bhutto is also under immense pres- 
sure over the deteriorating law and order 
situation in Punjab, sectarian killings and 
frequent bomb blasts. 

Since April this year, nine explosions 
huve rocked the politically-xensitrie state, 
claiming more than 80 lives. 

A bomb exploded aboard an express train 
near Sohnwa town. 70 kilometres south of 
here Sunday, killing five passengers and 
injuring nine others. 

No arrests have been made. Ms. Bhutto s 
security agencies arc already facing sharp 
criticism over their failure to successfully 
probe earlier blasts. 

In addition. Ms. Bhutto's estranged 
younger brother Murtaza died in a shootout 
between police and his guards in Karachi 
on Sept. 20. 

Muria/a’s family has blamed involvement 
or some government functionaries. 


Japan, 
U.S. 
joint drills 
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TOKYO (AFP) - WJ*# 
and the Unired States^^ , 1711 

began two-week joint * , t .jie mtam 

tary drills Monday, irelod-^'wifc^F ^ s^on Pact 
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Japan, amid growing 
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and air self-defence forces.^ ^ot 
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ill Japanese warships.;?’^. _ fe 
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with 170 aircraft 
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drills, they said. 

The drills. 
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President Clinton addresses a crowd gathered for a campaign rally at the West Palm Beach International Airport 
Sunday. Mr. Clinton has two more fall days of campaigning before the presidential election is held Tuesday (Reuter 
photo)' 
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and meetings are scheduled ji Ai!n : .7" , on 

for today ahead of full vl,,U u 

operations tomorrow." a 
Japanese military officer^ 7 . 
said. JDj Q flOllCt 

It is the first time the U.S. * 
aircraft carrier has been ■:$ >R» — b . ur ' 
used in a joint drill with Jartu’s detamco 
Japan in the Sea of Japan. ’331 people 
which is surrounded by the ^ t''' 1 ” 

Japanese archipelago, the f, speech pLnneJ 
Korean peninsula and the leader Acti-: 

Russian far east. fa, a, me 

The exercises followed -• 

the recent incursion by a ,£>„ 

North Korean submarine s> 'yj the;. ^ 
into the South, which jaape-flr 
fuelled tensions on the r- Jur’- 
Korean peninsula. -- n ,< piTice L‘. 

They also come after airer the-, 
reports that North Korea is r?cu.'-;- 
preparing to test-fire a mis- ;ft 
silc in the sea capable of . Ans ^ 

reaching most parts of ^ wk lhc j.. 

.. • :h«dihe\ tt-re 

Jyi press said ,Sa^y afcd and hit'ber.-r- 
the missile that Jtah m\-. 

Kfirea was,. believed Jp.be iafcr denK1cr , , 

preparing to tesr-fire might 2 _ 

be a long-range ballistic — 

missile called Taepo-Dong. 
not the medium-range 
Rodong-1 as earlier 
believed. 

North Korea is said to be 
developing rwo types of 
Tacpo-Dong missiles. The 
Taepo-Dong 1 has i range 
of more than 1,500 kilome- 
tres and can strike all pans 
of Japan. The Taepo-Dong 
2 . with a wider range of 
4.000-6,000 Jatometres. 
can reach parts of '^Vlaska 
and Hawaii. - 
The Rodong-1 .has a 
range of some 1,000 kilo- 
meters and can reach most 
parts of Japan. North Korea 
test-fired a Rodoafef in the 
Sea of Japan in May 1993. 

The exercises rimy draw 
opposition from. North 
Korea, military . sources 
told Kyodo news. 

During the exeriSes. the 
two sides are to cany out 
their first practice in pro- 
viding each other with mil- 
itary goods sod-service 
under a new agreement 
reached last month. 

The so-called a&fcnsitioft 
and cross-servic^ agree- 
ment applies to peacetime 
joint exercises a?$d U.N. 
peacekeeping opwarion 5 
but the pact wodld not 
apply to emergency situa- 
tions. . .-.5 

Under the agreemem. ihc 
two military forces art to 
share payment for goods 
and services, excluding 
ammunition, provided dur- 
ing joint drills ami peace- 
keeping operations. 

The agreement- was part 
of recent efforts to build up 
bilateral security tks. 

In April. Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
issued a joint declaration 
calling for the two coun- 
tries to co-operate in “areas 
surrounding Japan. “ 

Some 100.000 U.S. mili- 
tary personnel are based in 
east Asia, including 47. 000 
in Japan. 

Early Monday, some 
3.500 residents staged * 
rally against the drills in 
Hijudai in Oita prefecture, 
western Japan, where I 
Japan's ground self' 
defence forces are sefted* ( 
tiled to cany out joint exer- • 
ciscs. concentrating 0 ” 
transporting personnel 
between the two forces. 
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Khmer Rouge hit with more 
defections in Cambodia 
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pHNOM PENH (R) — A key Khmer 
Rouge division has agreed to join 
Cambodian government forces, adding to 
thousands of defections at the weekend and 
further splintering the dwindling guerrilla 
movement, officials said Monday. 

About 300 fighters and 500 family mem- 
bers under the leadership of the infamous 
Khmer Rouge Commander Nuon Paet bad 
agreed to join the government. General Keo 
Pong told Reuters. 

Com. Nuoq Pact, whose Division 405 is 
based in the southern province of Kampot, 
was believed to be behind the 1 994 kidnap- 
ping and murder of Briton Mark Slater, 
Australian David Wilson and Frenchman 
Jean-Michel Braquet. 

Gen. Keo Pong, a Khmer Rouge defector 
who has led negotiations on behalf of co- 
Premier Hun Sen, said he did not yet know 
if Com. Nuon Paet himself would join the 
government, a move that analysts said 
would be sure to anger diplomats. 

“Now. Nuon Paet is critically ill... and we 
don’t know what he will do ” Gen. Keo 
Pong said. “But he understands that he has 
□o alternative but to send his troops and 
people to join the government.” 

The defection comes on the heels of 
Sunday’s announcement thar after weeks of 
negotiation, up to 4.000 Khmer Rouge dis- 
sidents loyal to breakaway leader Ieng Sary 
would join government forces in a ceremo- 
ny on Nov. 6. 

Up to 8.000 fighters and 50.000 family 
members from fronts 250 and 909 in the 
northest and southwest also announced at 
the weekend they would join the govern- 
ment. 


Cambodian officials said the defections 
were good news, but expressed concern that 
Ieng Sary. the number two to Pol Pot during 
the Khmer Rouge’s “killing fields” regime 
from 1975 to 1979, had still not signed a 
formal peace agreement. 

During those years the Khmer Rouge 
were held responsible for the deaths of 
more than a million Cambodians through 
execution, starvation, disease or overwork. 

The Khmer Rouge signed a U.N.-spon- 
sored peace pact with the Cambodian gov- 
ernment in 1991. but later reneged on the 
deal and fought the ruling coalition formed 
after the 1 993 elections. " 

The rebel movement began to lose steam 
in August, when Ieng Sary broke with Pol 
Pot's hardliners. 

“This (.the defections) is all moving very 
fast, but the problem that we have to keep 
watching is when the defectors wear gov- 
ernment uniforms, are they fully integrated 
or ore they going ro maintain their own con- 
trol,” said member of parliament Son 
Chhay. 

He expressed concern that co-Premiers 
Hun Sen and Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
were recruiting defectors into their own 
camps separately, exacerbating rifts within 
the coalition government. 

“"We are playing a very dangerous game,” 
he said. 

MP Ahmad Yahya said it was up to the 
two prime ministers to resolve their differ- 
ences. 

“I ihink only Hun Sen and Ranariddh can 
solve the problem.” he said. “I want to see 
(their parties) working very well for the 
sake of the Cambodian people.” 
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Burma police detain democracy supporters 
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RANGOON (R) — Bur- 
mese authorities detained at 
least a dozen people after 
preventing them from 
attending a speech planned 
by democracy leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi, witnesses and 
a senior government official 
said Monday. 

Witnesses said they saw 
several dozen people being 
forced into trucks by dub- 
wielding riot police late 
Sunday afternoon after they 
had refused police requests 
to go home. 

They did not know where 
the police took the de- 
tainees, but said they were 
'ih&ihahdi&f anti hit before 
being put on : the* trucks j 
-SeVefttl otfier^ democracy 


supporters were seen being 
picked up and then released 
in other streets near Ms. 
Suu Kyi’s house. 

But a senior government 
official told Reuters only 12 
people had been temporari- 
ly detained for being unruly 
and chanting pro-democra- 
cy slogans in the street 
Sunday afternoon. 

“The group was making 
noises and chanting.” he 
said. “They picked up 12 
people but I think by now 
they have already been 
released.” 

Ms. Suu Kyi was prevent- 
ed from making- her regular 
weekend, speeches on the 
weekend when traffic police 
blocked vehicle and pedes- 


trian access to her road. 

It was the sixth weekend 
in a row that the ruling State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC) prevent- 
ed the Nobel Peace laureate 
from giving speeches to 
supporters from the front 
gates of her University 
Avenue residence. 

Groups of several hun- 
dred supporters gathered on 
different streets near Ms. 
Suu Kyi’s house after being 
refused entry to University 
Avenue. In one area, chanti- 
ng supporters broke off tree 
branches and grabbed sticks 
in case chert;.;, was . any. con- 
frontation with the police, 
witnesses said. " 


Bulgaria’s 
Socialists 
reel as 


opposition 


wins poll 


hilM. 


SOFIA (R) — Opposition 
candidate Petar Stoyanov 
swept to a decisive victory 
in Bulgaria’s presidential 
election in what newspa- 
pers hailed Monday as a 
powerful blow to the gov- 
erning Socialist Party. 

With most votes counted, 
official preliminary results 
gave the pro-reform lawyer 
of the an ti -Communist Un- 
ion of Democratic Forces 
(UDF) 60 per cent of the 
vote to Socialist Culture 
Minister Ivan Marazov’s 
40 per cent. 

Although the president is 
a largely ceremonial figure 
with limited powers, the 
scale of Mr. Stoyanov’s 
victory threw the govern- 
ment onto the defensive 
and Prime Minister Zhan 
Videnov. battling a deep 
economic crisis, promised 
to take note. 

Mr. Videnov, in power 
for nearly two yean?, said 
Sunday a party congress 
could be held as early as 
January and did not rule 
out cabinet changes. 

■‘Petar Stoyanov’s crush- 
ing victory is the biggest 
blow for Zhan Videnov 
since he became prime 
minister. He has to resign,” 
said the daily Standart in a 
front-page editorial. 

“Bulgarians have deci- 
sively rejected a handful of 
incompetent officials who 
have pushed our country to 
the back of Europe's queue 
and have driven citizens to 
the bottom.” 

Mr. Videnov. often criti- 
cised for his secretive and 
authoritarian style of gov- 
ernment. has presided over a 
big drop in living standards 
as -Bulgaria -struggles to 
meet huge.foreign debt pay- : 
raents and kickstart its slug- 1 
gish reform programme. * 


Romanian opposition, media 


hail anti- Communist victory 


BUCHAREST (R) — 

Romania's anti-Communist 
opposition celebrated victo- 
ry and prepared for power 
Monday, without waiting 
for the official results of 
Sunday's election. 

The News media, relying 
on television exit polls, 
hailed the vote as a triumph’ 
for the opposition, which 
seems set for its first term in 
office in the Balkan coun- 


try. 


The exit polls indicated 
the Democratic Convention 
(CDR). a group of 15 par- 
ties led by academic Emil 
Constantinescu, triumphed 
in the parliamentary elec- 
tion over the scandal-hit 
ruling leftist party of Pre- 
sident Ion Iliescu. 

The presidential race, also 
held Sunday, seemed head- 
ed for a run-off between the 
two leaders. 

Hundreds of opposition 
supporters poured into Bu- 
charest’s University Square 
in the small hours of the 
morning, tooting car horns, 
waving flags and shouting 
“victory, victory” and 
“Emil, Emil.” 

Newspapers described the 
vote as a victory for Mr. 
Constantinescu, without 
waiting for official results 
to confirm the exit polls. 

Mr. Iliescu. an ex-Com- 
munist in power since the 
1989 revolution that top- 
pled dictator Nicolae Ceau- 
sescu, scored less than he 
expected in the presidential 
race and faces a second 
round of voting against an 
invigorated Mr. Constanti- 
nescu on Nov. 17. 

“The democratic conven- 
tion wins parliament com- 
fortably, Mr. Iliescu and Mr. 
Constantinescu go shoulder 
to shoulder towards the run- 
off," said the independent 
Adevarul. 

"We have defeated them,” 
the partisan opposition 
newspaper Ziua said. 

The central election bu- 
reau is : due to start releasing 



Emil Constantinescu, presidential candidate of the opposition Democratic 
Convention (CDR) bloc waves his hands to supporters at CDR headquarter Monday 
after exit polls showed him neck and neck with incumbent President Ion Iliescu in the 
race for president going to a run-off on Nov. 17 (Reuter photo) 


official results later 
Monday. Final figures could 
take days. 

But the margin of victory- 
in the exit surveys suggest 
Romanians have voted 
decisively for change, final- 
ly rejecting ex-Communists 
in favour of centrist 
reformists promising relief 
from continuing poverty. 

“I feel that if the real re- 
sults confirm the exit polls, 
we will have four years of 
hard work in front of us to 
offer the country four years 
of a better life,” said Mr. 
Constantinescu after the 
exit polls were released. 

The CDR scored between 
32 and 35 per cent of the 
vote in the exit polls to 22- 
25 per cent for Mr. Iliescu's 
party of Social Democracy 
(PDSR), which the opposi- 
tion blames for timid re- 
forms and economic dec- 
line. 

PDSR^has run Rcj^ 
•manik in one former ano^ 
ther, since the 1989 collapse 


of Communism. 

Exit polls for the presi- 
dential race were split, with 
state television putting Mr. 
Iliescu three points ahead 
and two other surveys by- 
private channels giving Mr. 
constantinescu a thin edge. 

Newspapers said the 
PDSR’s failure to improve 
living conditions during 
seven years at the helm was 
the reason for their defeat. 

"People voted not so 
much for one or other can- 
didate as for a better life” 
said the daily Curierul Na- 
tional. "the immense major- 
ity of Romanians voted 
with their pockets.” 

The CDR will need the 
support of ex-prime minis- 
ter Petre Roman's Social 
Democratic Union (USD) 
and an ethnic Hungarian 
party to form a coalition. 

It faces the prospect of an 
uneasy “cohabitation" with 
Mr. Iliescu if. the 66-year- 
oRl president wins a. fresh 
term. 


After exit polls were 
released a glum Mr. Iliescu 
called for the PDSR to be 
included in a governing 
coalition, a demand certain 
to be rejected bv the CDR, 
but indicative of political 
tension ahead. 

“A centre- right coalition 
lof the CDR and USD) 
might be just as unstable 
and just as fragile as the 
centre-left coalition which 
ruled over the past four 
years." said Mr. Iliescu. 

Commentators noted the 
election outcome would 
amount to the first time 
since I92S that Romania 
had undergone a peaceful 
transition of government 
through the ballot box. 

"The election will be a big 
shock to Romanians," polit- 
ical analyst Bogdan Teodo- 
rescu told Reuters. “We will 
learn that there can be 
change without anyone be- 
ing killed. People no longer 
in power don’t, go to jail. 
Their heads are not cut off.” 
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How can 125 galloping horses sound like a butterfly? 
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Escape from the desert? 


/ COUPLE of days ago, the U.N. High 
( unmissioner for Refugees announced that Libya 
b is finally yielded to international pressure and 
a cepted to repatriate some 200 Palestinians who 
h ive been stranded on the Libyan-Egyptian fron- 
tfjr for almost two years. Just as haphazardly it 
t ok the decision to expel them. Tripoli has decid- 
e ' to take them back. 

What is at issue here is the fact that an Arab 
c juntry, especially of the Libyan vintage, would 
f rcefully eject a group of fellow Arabs, who were 
!• ■jally resident in it, without apparent lawful 
c use. Libyan leader Muamar Qadhafi prides 
h'mself as an Arab nationalist through and 
through and for him to have acquiesced to or 
t. ken the expulsion order strikes us as a classic 
t ample of self-defeating Arabism no matter what 
t c pretexts were. 

For nearly two years, those Palestinians living in 
r akeshift tents found no place to go to at a tune 
x hen their original homeland remained closed to 
t em because of Israel's refusal to repatriate 
r fugees. And as if this Libyan behaviour was not 
b id enough, it took a U.N. agency, rather than an 


rah country or organisation, to intervene on 
eir behalf and come to their rescue. The Arab 
ague maintains that it is there to assist Arab 
uses and redress emergency situations within 
.■ Arab World. Has it really done enough to help 
use hapless people? None of the other Arab 
untries which hosts Palestinian refugees has 
or gone to the extent of throwing them or some 
them out especially when they have no place to 
> to. We dare say that not even a foreign country 
»s ever resorted to such an extreme measure 
.ainst Palestinians, much less an Arab country, 
e cannot expect Israel to be compassionate 
wards Palestinian refugees when an Arab ptate. 
,e Libya appears so callous about their fate. 
NatujttjjQy the Palestinians affected by the 


i divan decision are still hesitant about whether to 


i cept or reject the Libyan change of heart. 
” ripoli had in the past suspended its decision to 
t pel the Palestinians only to reverse itself in it 
{ ter on. The Palestinians are understandably 
*. vary of such whimsical treatment and want to be 
s ire that once they are back on Libyan soil they 

* ill not be ejected again. That is why they should 
1 supported in demanding iron-dad assurances 
f tat they would no longer be treated as pariahs. 
' ill the Palestinian question is resolved and the 
i fugee problem is also satisfactorily addressed by 
1 - lateral and multilateral talks. Palestinians in the 
« iaspora deserve a special status by each and 
i ery Arab country. 

They have been kicked around enough already 

* he subjected to the kind of treatment they have 

reived from the Qadhafi government. 


\RABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ilE PRESIDENTIAL election in the United States. 
'• hich is due today, does not attract the attention of the 
* lajority of the Arab public as the Arab masses feel 
different to American political concerns, said 
■dunoud Riniuwi. a writer tor Al Ra'i Monday. 
' .'-pite the fact that at least half of the Arab slates have 
i .d strong ties with Washington during and after the 
•Id war. very few Arabs seem to be interested in who 
II win or rose the election simply due to the U.S. 
vn hostility towards the Arab Nation and its contin- 
J support for the Israelis and their aggression on the 
sab countries, said the writer. Nobody in the Arab 
"orld expects Mr. Clinton or Mr. Dole to be fair in his 
.'alings with the Arab World or exercise pressure on 
■e Jewish state to comply with the requirements of 
\ :a<x. said to the writer. America's bias towards Israel. 
; s failure to force its ally to abide by the U.N. resolu- 
nns and implement the peace agreements with the 
rubs and its continued drive to weaken the Arab 
orld are always on the minds of the Arab masses. 
, ided the writer. In light of this situation, the Arab 
. lasses, he said, have been showing a clear tendency 
- i wards indifference as to who will become the next 
-residem of the United States. 


A WRITER for Al Dustour expressed admiration for 

* ie work of the peace groups in Israel, saying that they 

• institute a driving force to bring about a change in the 
etanyahu government's policy. Taher Ad wan referred 

: • the recent demonstrations by thousands of the Peace 
.w movement and other groups in support of a lasf- 
g peace with the Arabs, saying that they reflect a gen- 
ne feeling of their need to have peace with their Arab 
•;_*ighbours. The demonstrators support the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people, and in their manifesta- 
tion of their feelings they behave far better and more 
-incere than many of the Arab countries which are 
<ioing nothing for the Palestinians, said the writer. The 
Hiacc groups in Israel are organised by political parties 
which existed before the creation of the Jewish state 
•md they have deep roots within the Israeli society: 
'lerefore, it is wrong to view all the Israelis as resent- 
ing Netanyahu and his extremist group which is char- 
■•.•rised by fanaticism and extremism and bent on 
•in 1 ' f be idea 


;<o 


!i»g to organise nui»s support i*'»' • ■* - 

• :ime nations failing to take practical steps to regam 
i Aqsa Mosque at a time when peace groups inside 
Jewish stale rise against oppression and demand the 
■rablishment of justice. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


Hirtles, political will and the menace of mediocrity 


PROTECT OUR turtles and oak trees or perish? WelL 
things ore not quite that dramatic, but they are fast moving 
in that direction. Jordan is delicately balanced on the edge 
of either a profound crisis of vanishing cultural and natur- 
al resources or a pioneering partnership of the public and 
private sectors for national integrity and sustainable devel- 
opment. 

The recent expressions of concern in the local electronic 
and print media about the future of Wadi Rum are only the 
tip of a huge iceberg that requires brisk, diligent attention: 
else Jordan may suffer the ignominy of becoming a dra- 
matic example of how not to manage environmental and 
cultural heritage. The issue of protecting our natural and 
cultural resources has moved far beyond the narrow con- 
cern of a few enlightened individuals, and has emerged as 
an important factor in the economic well-being and — 
where water is concerned — the very viabiliiy of Jordan as 
a sovereign state. 

Several new factors have sharply raised the stakes in this 
matter. The sudden increase in tourism following the 
peace treaty with Israel has triggered a hotel-construction 
boom that promises thousands of new rooms in the com- 
ing decade, many in sensitive locations such as Aqaba. 
Petra, the Dead Sea, Umm Qais and Wadi Rum. The fast 
pace of population increase and urbanisation in highland 
cities has triggered a wide-scale programme to construct 
dams and water collection systems that often threaten the 
integrity of unique and very beautiful landscapes, such as 
those at Pella (Tabaqat Fahl), Wadi Mujib. Wadi Wala and 
others. And the urgency of promoting economic invest- 
ments to generate jobs, and thereby to reduce unemploy- 
ment and poverty, threatens to blind us to the dangers of 
irreparably damaging our natural and cultural resources, 
and thereby guaranteeing chronically worse economic 
conditions in the future. 

The magnitude, speed and potential catastrophic conse- 
quences of inadequate protection measures for our cultur- 
al and natural heritage mean that we cannot possibly 
address this new situation with the same old approach — 
an approach, in the public and private sectors, which 
reflects low-intensity concern, lack of vision and aware- 
ness, and an inadequate administrative and legal frame- 
work. We have very little time to respond in a forceful and 
realistic manner, because if things continue as they are. the 
coming months and years will allow irreparable damage to 
occur, whose costs would continue to be paid by many 
future generations of Jordanians. The case of overpumping 
water from Azraq in the last decade, with a consequent 
drop in the water table, should remind us how short-term 
exploitation can result in long-term, sometimes perma- 
nent. damage to the environment. 

We should respond to the national challenge before us 
for two reasons: a) because it is the right thing to do for 
our country and for our coming generations in terms of our 
overall economic well-being and the integrity of our 
human/natural/cultural environment and b) because this is 
the most important dimension of Jordan in terms of its 
responsibility before the entire world and before the sweep 


of history — out responsibility to care for and to perpetu- 
ate unique cultural remains and natural environments that 
are stunning for both their particular beauty and their 
extraordinary variety. 

Our track record in this field has been very mixed, main- 
ly due to the deadly combination of lack of awareness at 
community level and lack of political seriousness by suc- 
cessive governments. The development of Petra and Wadi 
Musa in recent decades, for example, has been distressing, 
and Testament to our overall mediocrity in the field of her- 
itage protection. One could argue that in the past it did not 
make much difference that we lacked strict protection sys- 
tems for our heritage sites, because the flow of visitors 
was relatively small and their long-term impact on the 
environment was slight. That was the past The present is 
very different, and much more dangerous. 

The inability of local communities, private interests and 
government authorities to protect the integrity of such 
sites as Petra, Jerash and Wadi Rum would verge on crim- 
inal negligence if it were allowed to continue unchanged, 
in view of the current circumstances. There is no more 
time to waste. We do not need more foreign studies or 
money. We do not need more master plans. We do not need 
more committees or higher committees and supreme coun- 
cils: Jordan urgently needs to develop a coherent, compre- 
hensive and realistic nationwide system of protection of 
cultural and natural heritage sites, so that the rights of 
Jordanians and the enjoyment of foreign tourists alike can 
be ensured in perpetuity in a sustainable manner. We have 
the human and technical expertise in Jordan to do the job. 
We have the inclination to cooperate for the national good. 
What we lack are sufficient awareness and political will, 
in both the private and public sectors. 

The most urgent action has to be taken by the govern- 
ment. though, because the government is the only party 
with the legal mandate and authority to implement exist- 
ing laws or to develop new ones if necessary. I and many 
others who work for more effective national heritage pro- 
tection systems are concerned that our country will con- 
tinue to suffer the negative consequences of uncoordinat- 
ed. piecemeal and often whimsical decision making by 
multiple public sector authorities, in response to ever- 
changing immediate priorities and in the face of irre- 
sistible pressures from private commercial developers. 
The general pattern of developments today is unsatisfacto- 
ry in terms of heritage conservation, and primitive in terms 
of democratic policy-making: it is a pattern of government 
agencies and private developers who quietly reach agree- 
ment on the licensing of new, large-scale tourism and com- 
mercial projects, without sufficient studies or monitoring 
of such projects' environmental, cultural and social impact 
on the immediate location or on Jordan as a whole. 

A veiy knotty new factor that must be considered also is 
political resentment by Jordanians who feel that they have 
been unfairly marginalised in terms of sharing the bene- 
fits, or have suffered adversely because of the impact of 
the projects in question (i.e. local people who cannot 
afford to many, for they cannot afford to rent or buy a 


house due to the sharp increase in land prices as a result of 
tourist-linked land speculation; who see roads being paved 
for tourist buses but not for themselves: who see health 
clinics spring up suddenly to serve foreign tourists, but 
much more slowly to meet local needs, etc.). 

The challenges we face today in places like Wadi Rum. 
Umm Qais. Aqaba south coast, the northeast Dead Sea 
coast. Wadi Mujib and other unique and dramatic heritage 
sites clearly require a much more sophisticated, diligent 
and comprehensive management-and-protection system 
than we enjoy in Jordan today. We are talking of thousands 
of hotel rooms in some areas — when we have been 
unable to adequately protect some of our most precious 
cultural sices in the face of much less intense pressures of 
numbers. The encroachment on the antiquities in Petra, 
Jerash, Qasr Kharraneh. Qasr Amra and many other sites 
has been monumentally irresponsible; it threatens to be 
repeated now on a much larger scale, if we do not upgrade 
our capacity to manage our national heritage more dili- 
gently. 

Some efforts are under way in the public and private sec- 
tor to address the need for a national heritage protection 
system but those efforts themselves are usually dis- 

jointed, uncoordinated and woefully inadequate in terms 
of public sector financing, staffing and logistical follow- 
up. These problems and shortcomings have reached such a 
critical stage that private sector groups and non-govern- 
mental organisations have taken initiatives to prod the 
government to more coherent and effective action. The 
government has generally responded in a constructive 
manner, but only in isolated cases has such interaction led 
to changes on the ground that have enhanced the protec- 
tion of our rich heritage. The broad outlines of our frag- 
mented heritage protection system remain deeply 
entrenched. 

The protection of Jordan’s naiural and cultural heritage 
is no longer only an issue of protecting natural and cultur- 
al heritage. It has become an explicitly political dynamic: 
small groups of concerned citizens are demanding qualita- 
tive changes in government policy-making, and are work- 
ing through existing channels to prod the government to 
do a better job of implementing laws and adhering to inter- 
national conventions. Citizens and officials meet regularly 
to discuss these issues, whether about preserving antiquity 
sites, water sources, desert micro-environments, or entire 
water basins. In doing so. in speaking of snails and flow- 
ers and old houses, they also negotiate new political rela- 
tionships between individuals and the state. They redefine 
the rights of citizens — and the responsibilities and duties 
of public servants — in the modem state of Jordan. 

It is appropriate that natural landscapes and antiquities 
that have defined human civilisations in the land of Jordan 
for thousands of years should emerge again today as cut- 
ting edges of citizen action to redefine some important 
political relationships within the latest civilisation that 
inhabits the land today. 
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Born to be mild theory 


i . 1 


does not hold water 


By G wynne Dyer 


MY OWN experience, as 
rhe eldest child of five and 
later as a parent, is that the 
first-born has a hell of a 
time when later babies 
come along. It is hard to 
contain the first-bom's 
resentment at being dis- 
placed. and rebellious 
behaviour is quite likely — 
whereas the "baby of the 
famii>" fends to be sweet, 
tractable and highly manip- 
ulative. 

But what would I know? 
Frank SuKoway has a great 
big computer, and it tells 
him that first-bom children 
conform, whereas their 
later-bom siblings rebel. 
Birth order is destiny. 

Sul low, ay is the latest in 
the long line of writers who 
have discovered the secret 
of the S500.00D advance. 
You just have to find a sub- 
ject that (ouches almost 
everybody’s life, and then 
write a book that seems to 
offer a startling new per- 
spective on it. Sulloway's 
book. "Bom to rebel: birth 
order, family dynamics and 
creative lives'", is currently 
climbing the charts in 
North America, and it will 
doubtless soon be wasting 
trees elsewhere. 

Sulloway, tt research 
scholar at the 
Massachusetts institute of 
Technology, knows enough 
about computers to be dan- 
gerous. Ox er the past fcw 
years, he patiently punched 
in over half a million bits of 
data about the lives of lens 
of thousands of historical 
figures. Finally, he pressed 
the button. The machine 
whined and clanked for a 
bit. and then spat out the 
answer he wanted. 

First-born children 
throughout history, it said, 
have been "ambitious, con- 
scientious and achieve- 
... ,-, c !■* _ hu» they 
- . • ..}««.•" 
. w'tn'nir'.il and Jelen- 


adventurous: “From their 
ranks have come the bold 
explorers, the iconoclasts 
and the heretics of history. ** 
Sulloway doesn't just 
have statistics: he even has 
a sort of gutter-Darwinian 
theory to explain it all. 
Children, you sec, must 
gain tbeir fair share of 
parental attention to sur- 
vive and thrive, but the 
right strategy for doing that 
will depend on your place 
in the family. So first-bom 
children quickly learn to be 
assertive, to seek domi- 
nance. 10 identify with their 
parents and with authority 
in general. 


ct 


Sulloway is the 
latest in the long 
line of writers 
who have discov- 
ered the secret of 
the $500,000 
advance . You just 
have to find a 
subject that 
touches almost 
everybody’s life, 
and then write a 
book that seems 
to offer a star- 
tling new per- 
spective on it” 


are all heavily determined 
by birth order. 

You can see how this 
stuff will shift books off 
shelves. It offers pat, deter- 
ministic answers to all 
those hard questions about 
the general unfairness and 
capriciousness of life, and 
it feeds right into 
America's flourishing "vic- 
tim" culture. If your flaws 
and misfortunes weren’t 
genetically determined, 
then they were decided by 
birth order, nothing is your 
own fault. 

But Sulloway's theory is 
flagrant, shameless hog- 
wash. and one suspects that 
in his heart of hearts be 
knows it. He is a trained 
historian, after all, and he 
must know that for most of 
the long period from which 
he selected his data, the 
rules of inheritance 
throughout the Western 
world guaranteed that first- 
horns would end up in 
almost ail the positions of 
ownership and authority. 

It is called priiitogduturc, 
and it actually decrees that 
first-born boys will inherit 
the property and the power. 
Half the first-boms boys 
will inherit the property 
and the power. Half the 


Mve." Whereas their later- 
bom siblings are more 
rebellious more open to 
new experiences, more 


Tbeir later siblings, born 
into (his established peck- 
ing order, must be more 
rebellious and take more 
risks in order to win tbeir 
share of the family's 
resources. In effect, they 
shape their personality to 
maximise their "competi- 
tive edge“ in the struggle 
for parental anemia 
Indec.f. SUROwajfr'c 
that the “big five" personal- 
ity traits — - extroversion, 
conscieiHiousfiess. neuroti- 
cism. asrecablencss and 
opennessT to experience — 


first-borns in the world are 
girls, but until very recent- 
ly females, firK-boro or 
not. had almost so chance 
of owning large amounts of 
property or controlling 
large numbers of other peo- 
ple. 

There is absolutely no 
evidence that firw-bom 
girls grew up to be more 
ambitious, more conscien- 
tious or more conventional 
than tbeir younger sistere. 
but why let a few logical 
gaps get in the way of a 
saleable new theory? We 
will just ignore questions 
of gender. While we are at 
it, let's ignore questions of 
lass, too. 

ay's irawMhrou 
history inevitably produced 
people (mostly mate) who 
overwhelmingly belonged 
to the educated, property- 
owning classes. We haw 


ip***.- 


too few data about other 
people’s lives to have any 
inkling of how their per- 
sonalities were related to 
their ranking in the family, 
though they were the great 
majority in every society. 

This class bias in 
Sulloway's data almost cer- 
tainly invalidates his tri- 
umphant conclusion that in 
Victorian England, ten 
times more later-boms than 
first-borns publicly sup- 
ported Darwin's revolu- 
tionary new theory of evo- 
lution. 

Sulloway would have us 
believe that this proves that 
later- bom children are 
more open to new ideas. In 
reality, it probably only 
shows that, children who 
didn’t make it into the 
upper ranks of an extreme- 
ly orthodox society were 
more likely to be more 
receptive 10 new thoughts 
— and in upper-class 
Victorian families, it was 
still the oldest male who 
inherited the family's land 
or business. 

Of course, the oldest 
male, in these circum- 
stances. will be conserva- 
tive; he has a lot to defend. 
And of course the younger 
ones will be more inclined 
to change of every sort, 
political, intellectual or cul- 
tural; they have relatively 
little to lose. 

Mast of Sulloway's 
observed differences in 
behaviour are accounted 
for by social structure — 
and the residue of truth in 
his theory is not very rele- 
vant to modern societies. 

It is doubtful, for exam- 
pic, if "Bom to rebel" will 
command much of an audi- 
ence in China, where one- 
child families arc the legal 
norm. It is surprising that it 
commands such an audi- 
ence in America, where the 
mtfn fe*us of conflict in 
the family has been intcr- 
gencrational. not inter-sib- 
ling. for at least fifty years 
now. But such is the magic 
of the publicity machine. 
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Unfounded statistics hurt 


To the Editor: 


I HAVE been reading your paper, almost daily, for 
fourteen years. The article “Jordan may deport illegal 
aliens and ban foreigners form jobs in some sectors' 1 
(Jordan Times. October 14. 1996). surprised me 
though. 

The writer stated that 85 per cent of the Filipino legal 
workers here are illiterate. 

According to the dictionary illiterate means unable to 
read and write, uneducated!! And this does not cover 
any language in particular. To my understanding, if a 
person of any country cannot read and write his/her 
mother tongue, then this person is illiterate. 

I wonder whether the reporter was referring to illiter- 
acy in Arabic because if that is the case, not only 85 but 
99 per cent of all Filipinos here are illiterate when it 
comes to this language. But if she was referring to 
English, then T strongly disagree with her. 

I conducted my own investigation zutd survey right 
after I read the unfounded statistics. For twelve days I 
interviewed over a thousand Filipino workers here and 
1 did not find even one illiterate among them. 

Perhaps the reporter is ignorant of our country: five 
decades ago. before our independence, the Philippines 
was ruled by the American government. From that 
period, up to now. English is the main language Df our 
schools' curriculum, from prep to college anduniversi- 
ties. Right aficr independence, our government introduced 
compulsory education in nur own language, Filipino, and in 
English, to eradicate illiteracy. The programs was so suc- 
cessful that now wc have a 90 per cent literacy rate. 

1 think 1 should mention that a Filipino worker, before leav- 
ing the country, has to undergo first a very strict medical 
exam and a seminar for reading, writing and speaking 
English. This way the government is 100 per cent sure that 
they are exporting literate manpower. 

1 wonder on what the reporter based her assumption that 85 
per cent Filipino workers here arc illiterate. For this matter, 
on behalf of all the Filipino workers here who were hurt by 
your quads statistic*. 1 want to extend an invitation 10 anyone 
interested to come to nur consulate and Me for themselves all 
the filed contract papers, starting from the day cot diplomat- 
ic mission here was opened and up to now. 

I can assure all literate readers of the Jordan Times that all 
Filipino workers here are literate. 
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Faisal Sharif P. Soriano. 
P.O. Box 830720, 
Amman. Jordan. 



Editor ’s note : While we thank Mr. Soriano for his in- 
ter, we admit an error was made in the above-men* 
noned article. According to the statistics obtained 
from the Ministry nf Labour. 85 per cent of the Filipino 
i* Jordan have an education below the tawjb 
hi (high school diploma) level and not , as reported, one 
illiterate. We apologise for the error, which was due to 
a mistake in translating complicated figures. 
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The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers r>n any subject they wish u> tackle, 
tetters intended fnr publication, however, should con- 
tain tke writer's full name and preferably address SS 
wclL Names can be withheld only upon request and 
under special circumstances. Letters are subject to edit- 
ing. The newspaper « not responsible far tke return if 
unused manuscripts. 
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READ ABOUT the Inter- 
net, and thrill to the notion 
of a world wired at the 
speed of light, with all the 
information anyone could 
want just a mouse-click 
away- But actually use the 
cursed thing, and a more 
prosaic picture quickly 
emerges. Delay, break- 
downs and glacial transmis- 
sions are part of everyday 
Internet life. New users are 
amazed: surely this tepid 
data trickle is not the fabled 
“information superhigh- 
way?" Veterans shake their 
head wearily: The Internet 
has always been swamped, 
and as long as it doubles in 
size each year, it seems 
likely always to remain so. 

True? That question — 
whether the Internet can 
grow out of s nim hiino ado- 
lescence and become as 
delay-free and reliable as 
the telephone network — 
ultimately comes down to 
one of economics. Today’s 
Internet works with a finan- 
cial model that has hardly 
changed from the days, a 
decade ago, when the net- 
work was a non-commer- 
cial communications link 
for universities and 
research labs. Multi-million 
dollar networks still trade 
data on the barter principle, 
or the roughest approxima- 
tions of real cost. Not sur- 
prisingly, these intersec- 
tions between networks are 
usually where the traffic 
backs up. 

Bypassing these bottle- 
necks is not as easy as it 
might seem. The Internet is 
made up of many networks, 
operated by many different 
firms. Customers can pay a 
fortune for "industrial 
strength.” rather than "stu- 
dent strength" service, but 
that service only lasts as far 
as the firm’s network reach- 
es. Sooner or later, Web 
surfers find themselves in 
some congested backwater, 
where no amount of money 
can make a swamped Web 
server 
-tresis. . 
alike, whatever-their price. 

No. wonder, then, that 
more and more users are 
simply bypassing the public 
Internet Companies are 
setting up private 
"intranets” within single 
locations and "extranets” 
with branches and partners. 
A group of American 


research universities plan to 
build "Internet fi, n dedicat- 
ed to academic traffic and 
free of commercial users, 
much as the Internet itself 
was just a few years ago. 
This month, President Gin- 
ton promised to seek $500 
million over five years to 
help them. 

Building a second Inter- 
net (and many smaller 
rivals) might 'seem an 
expensive alternative to 
simply eliminating the eco- 
nomic failings of the first. 
But the question of how — 
or whether — the Internet's 
economic model should be 
changed is difficult. One of 
the reasons the Internet has 
been able to grow so quick- 
ly is that its builder avoided 
the complex accounting 
and time-and-distance 
charging of the telephone 
networks. Yet now that the 
Internet is carrying as much 
traffic as the voice net- 
works over some routes, 
some charging by use is 
already taking place (when 
traffic was not so heavy, the 
approximations of flat-fee 
charges and bartering were 
good enough; now they can 
be expensive mistakes). 

So which model is best? 
Or, more fundamentally, 
what should it cost to com- 
municate? At present, the 
answer depends on how 
you do it. Pick up the tele- 
phone, and you pay by the 
mile and the minute. Send a 
message across the Internet 
to the same destination (or 
use special software to 
make an Internet telephone 
call) and — even though 
the message will travel 
across the same lines — 
you pay, at most, the price 
of a local telephone call. 

In part the cheapness is 
because tbe Internet sends 
messages more efficiently 
than local telephone net- 
works: it breaks them down 
into small digital “packets" 
that can then be slotted in 
with other packets travel-] 
serve: tfie lnreH<§t lf T t lIa g o ver tbe same network! 
all Transmis sions By_ contras t, a teleoho hd 
call requires a whole elec- 
tronic circuit to itself for 
the duration of the call. 

But in long-distance and 
international transmissions, 
the technology is similar; 
both voice and data are sent 
as a digital stream along 
fibre-optic cable. Indeed, 
nearly all of the Internet 


runs along lines leased 
from the telephone compa- 
nies. 

Both telephone compa- 
nies and the myriad firms 
that run the Intemer there- 
fore have a similar pattern 
of costs: their big expense 
comes in installing switch- 
es (or "routers”) and pro- 
viding lines. The cost of 
carrying one extra item is 
as near to zero as makes no 
difference — ‘Too cheap to 
meter," as some would have 
it. 

But if the costs of the tele- 
phone companies and the 
Internet are similar, why are 
their methods of pricing 
different? The answer is 
that telecoms charges bear 
little relation to costs. The 
telephone industry is regu- 
lated nearly everywhere 
and in most countries prices 
are set by bureaucrats and 
commissions; real costs are 
hidden by a layer of cross- 
subsidies. The Internet, on 
the other hand, is essential- 
ly unregulated. 

At present telephone 
companies typically make 
less than half their revenue 
from fixed charges rather 
than from the price of each 
call. Tim Kelly, of the 
International Telecommu- 
nication Union in Geneva, 
reckons that the share of 
revenue from connection 
charges and monthly 
rentals has risen in the past 
decade from about 33 per 
cent to 40 per cent: he 
expects an increase to 
around 60 per cent over the 
next ten years. 

The companies are not 
keen on such “rebalanc- 
ing” since it usually 
involves reducing lucrative 
call charges rather than 
increasing fixed charges. 
But without it, they are vul- 
nerable to competition, 
including competition from 
the Internet, which can 
offer rival services far less 
expensively. 

The competition, howev- 


desire to make ordinary 
telephone calls. Add lastly 
the prospect that the tele- 
phone companies will start 

offering services in compe- 
tition with the Internet — 
once the Internet has tested 
the prices consumers are 
willing to pay. 

.What seems reasonably 
certain, however, is that the 
impact of the Internet and 
the spreading deregulation 
of the telecoms industry 
will bring prices closer to 
real costs. The telephone 
companies will have the 
biggest pricing adjustment 
to make. But the Internet 
too may have to change — 
perhaps by moving closer 
to the method of the tele- 
phone companies, namely a 
mix of fixed tariffs and 
ones based on usage. Econ- 
omists such as Hal Varian, 
from the University of Cal- 
ifornia at Berkeley, and Jeff 
Mackie- Mason, of Michi- 
gan University, fret that the 
present structure of Internet 
pricing does. not reflect its 
“social costs.” 

World wide wait 

Those are not, as you 
might think, the conversa- 
tion-deadening impact of 
hours spent surfing, but the 
congestion that periodically 
occurs on the network. My 
Internet video call may 
hold up your electronic 
mail, imposing a cost on 
you that I do not notice. 
Use-based pricing, they 
argue, is essential to 
encourage the rational allo- 
cation of scarce transmis- 
sion capacity. 

The dangers of conges- 
tion have undoubtedly 
increased in the past year or 
two, as' the Internet has 
moved from being a gov- 
ernment-financed play- 
ground for academics to a 
cornucopia of entertain- 
ment. commerce and infor- 
mation. As a result the use 
_of the Internet is growing 


er, may .(pj^ujlv^lin- fasjer % humber^Qf 


ing: thyfiteiflefenfcfflragi 
telephone use, and in most 
countries this is charged by 
the second for local calls — 
including the ones, some- 
times lasting for hours, 
made by the net-surfers. 
Add to that the income 
from installing extra lines, 
ordered by a surfer’s frus- 
trated relations in their 


si^scrilgbrs^ tgifl$c JjinSUgj 
one of die m^n . connection 
points has been doubling 
every six months, says 
Tony Rutkowski, once head 
of the Internet Society and 
now with General' Magic, a 
software firm, while the 
number of subscribers is 
doubling only every year. 

Moreover, the Internet is 


no longer being used 
almost exclusively to send 
text. Instead, thanks partly 
to the development of the 
World Wide Web, people 
can listen to music, make 
telephone calls and look at 
film clips. These uses, 
which are the ones growing 
most quickly, gobble up far 
more capacity than text: to 
send 15 seconds of high 
quality video munches as 
much band-width as the 
text of a 700-page book. 

A second change means 
that the costs of congestion 
are becoming higher. It may 
not matter if some pans of 
an electronic letter take a 
second or two longer than 
the others to reach their 
destination. But more and 
more of the material sent 
over the Internet needs to 
arrive immediately to be 
effective. If some of the bits 
that make up a video call or 
a telephone conversation 
are held up en route, the 
results are jerky and gar- 
bled. 

Do these congestion-dri- 
ven arguments imply the 
need for new settlement 
mechanisms? In the case of 
telephone companies, a sys- 
tem exists so that the com- 
pany with which a call 
starts — which bills the 
caller — can hand some of 
the proceeds to rhe compa- 
ny through which the call 
ends. 

Such settlements are a 
source of endless argument: 
America’s long-distance 
carriers complain that local 
telephone companies over- 
charge them. Moreover, 
they transfer huge sums of 
money between countries: 
in 1994, carriers based in 
the United States handed 
over a net $4.3 billion to 
foreign carriers. Because 
countries in which tele- 
phoning is cheap (such as 
America) tend to ring coun- 
tries where calls are dearer. 
American carriers grumble 
that they are subsidising the 
inefficient' and uncompeti- 
ti$e^| Gnftlually; therefore/' 
telephone 5 :’ companies are 1 
moving towards a “sender- 
keeps-alT system, where 
they will charge each other 
a flat fee for access to a cer- 
tain amount of transmission 
capacity, rather than bill 
each other on the basis of 
used. 

That would bring them 


too cheap to meter? 


increasingly into line with 
what happens on the Inter- 
net where settlement is 
rudimentary. There are pay- 
ments between each of the 
Internet’s hierarchy of 
links: access providers pay 
their regional network and 
regional networks pay the 
companies that operate the 
high-capacity long-distance 
pans, the backbone of the 
system. But such payments 
are mostly based on the 
availability of capacity, not 
its use: service providers 
simply agree to carry each 
other's traffic without tot- 
ting up precise bills. This 
encourages a "hot-potato” 
approach: Internet access 
providers hand traffic on as 
quickly as possible to the 
carrier raking it to its ulti- 
mate destination. That ben- 
efits smail service 
providers and irritates big 
ones, who say they get little 
reward for the effort of car- 
rying the traffic for most of 
its journey In turn, this 
lessens their incentive to 
invest in new capacity. 

The problem of settle- 
ment is worse for access 
providers outside America. 
Led by Singapore Telecom 
and Australia's Telstra, they 
complain that they have to 
pay all the cost of leasing 
lines between their country 
and the United States. “The 
rest of the planet subsidises 
the United States,” argues 
Barry Greene, who works 
for Cisco, a maker of 
routers, but was previously 
with Singnet, the Internet 
arm of Singapore Telecom. 
Hie high cost of leasing 
international lines means 
that upgrading them to ease 
congestion can cost a non- 
American company ten 
times more than in Ameri- 
ca. 

Free lunches all round 

Economists, famously 
sceptical about free lunch- 
es, have thought up various 
ingenious schemes to 
■’charge" Internet- users in 
ways that more: accurately 
reflect costs. Several ver- 
sions will appear in a forth- 
coming tome on Internet 
Economics, edited by Lee 
McKnight and Joseph Bai- 
ley of Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology (MIT). 
The main suggestion is to 
attach to messages some 


indication of their priority 
(high for a film clip, low for 
an e-mail message and so 
on). Users might pay in 
advance for high-priority 
traffic; or their payments 
might vary with the level of 
congestion. 

The means for such fancy 
solutions will increasingly 
become available. A new 
protocol, or standard, called 
RSVP will soon allow peo- 
ple to specify the quality of 
service they want and. in 
theory, to be billed for it. 
Asynchronous transfer 
mode, or ATM, a technolo- 
gy that breaks the Internet’s 
many sorts of digital sig- 
nals into packets of a stan- 
dard size, will allow a reli- 
able quality of service and 
make it easier to keep 
accounts, if it ever becomes 
widely use. 

Undoubtedly, charges 
would have an effect on the 
way the Internet is used. A 
study of "Information 
Infrastructure Convergence 
and Pricing: The Internet" 
by the OECD, published in 
June, showed that Internet 
access was far greater in 
competitive telecommuni- 
cations markets than in 
uncompetitive ones. The 
reason is almost certainly 
that the average price for 
leased lines in countries 
with monopolies was 44 
per cent higher than in 
competitive ones (see chan 
in box below). There was 
also a close correlation 
between Internet use and 
the structure of local call 
charges: surfing for hours is 
free or almost free in tbe 
United States and Canada, 
but most OECD countries 
charge local callers for the 
time they spend on the line. 

Fearful that use-based 
pricing would be a dampen- 
er. many Internet aficiona- 
dos cross their fingers that 
the Internet can muddle on 
with its present, mostly flat- 
fee structure. After all, the 
capacity of the Internet's 
backbone has increased 
more than 10^000" times in 
the past decade: and that 
has been financed by the 
enormous increase in the 
number of subscribers. 

In addition, various tech- 
nical solutions have 
emerged to slow the growth 
in traffic, such as the prac- 
tice of “caching”: storing 
material that one person has 


looked at close to the point 
of use, so that the next user 
need not go all the way to 
the original site to look at it. 

Flat-ratters point also to 
the low cost of a flat-rate 
sender-keeps-all system. 
After all. for some telecoms 
companies to bill a cus- 
tomer for a call costs more 
than to transmit it. More- 
over, the present system 
suits the idiosyncracies of 
the Internet. Each message 
may hop across a dozen dif- 
ferent carriers. Should each 
be paid something? And the 
person who initiates an 
Internet "conversation" 
may send out a tiny mes- 
sage and receive a huge 
one. How should the costs 
be divided? 

One way or another, as 
the Internet expands in both 
content and usage, a change 
is surely inevitable. Some 
of the iaiger telecoms carri- 
ers, such as BT/MCI, are 
building parallel global 
Internets of their own. on 
which customers, for a pre- 
mium payment, will be 
guaranteed a more reliable 
service than the public 
Internet can now offer. 
They will, says Barbara 
Dooley, managing editor of 
ClXlra, a newsletter, have 
an incentive to carry cus- 
tomers’ traffic for as much 
of the way as possible, ro 
keep control of the quality 
of service. Once they cany 
traffic around the world, 
they will have little incen- 
tive to make settlement 
payments; they will proba- 
bly agree to accept a certain 
volume of traffic from each 
other free. 

And whar of the public 
Internet? Its users will face 
a choice. If they want to 
surf for free, they will have 
to put up with the occasion- 
al congestion. This will be 
partly self-regulating: if too 
many people try to hold 
video conferences with 
their children,- the quality 
wifi 'beefttrie "so* awful Jtbat 
the youngsters 'will give up 
in disgust'- $!id u congestion 
will lessen. Tffe wonderful 
thing about the Internet is 
that it still reflects what its 
users want, not what some 
large telecommunications 
company believes they 
ought to have. 

The Economist 
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Protect elephants through profit, say ivory advocates 


By Mark Richardson 

WINDHOEK — In the 
cold Namibian night, the 
rumble of the ground 
means only one thing — 
elephants. 

Tourists in their tented 
camps gasp in awe when 
they see the huge animals. 
Farmers gasp in dread. 

Namibian farming com- 
munities hate elephants. 
The animals trample crops, 
drink the water and knock 
over wind towers that sup- 
ply power to villages. The 
farmers are particularly 
resentful because the crea- 
tures offer them no eco- 
nomic benefit in return for 
the damage. 

"People who don’t live in 
brick buildings get rather 
worried when elephants 
come to visit,” says Brian 
Jones, an environmental 


protection officer with the 
Namibian government. 
“For as long as people 
have to protect their crops 
and installations against a 
worthless animal, ele- 
phants are going to contin- 
ue to die.” 

In an attempt to make the 
country's elephants more 
valuable, the government 
has now stepped up its 
efforts to soften the four- 
year international ban on 
the ivory trade. In late 
October, Windhoek 
announced it would be pre- 
senting new proposals to 
next June’s meeting in 
Harare of the Convention 
on International Trade in 
E ndan gered Species 
(CITES). 

The main suggestion is 
for a resumption of trade in 
ivory, but only with Japan 
and under tightly con- 


trolled conditions. 

Botswana, Malawi. 
Namibia and Zimbabwe 
have opposed the ban on 
all commercial trade in 
elephant products since 
CITES made it 
international law in 1992, 
saying that environmental- 
ists in the North do not 
understand the realities of 
wildlife conservation in 
southern Africa. 

CITES believes that by 
outlawing the ivory trade, 
the market for elephants 
will end and poaching will 
no longer pose a signifi- 
cant threat to their sur- 
vival. 

“The international ivory 
trade decimated African 
elephants during the 
1980s," says the London- 
based Environmental 
Investigation Agency, an 
ardent campaigner for the 


ban. 

During the decade, the 
agency says, hundreds of 
thousands of African ele- 
phants — an estimated 50 
per cent of them — were 
poached for the trade — “a 
worldwide black market 
for ivory was fuelled by 
the legal commercial 
trade.” 

That may be true, says 
Namibia, but the ban has 
not ended poaching. 

"The flow of seized ivory 
has not stopped at all since 
the ban " says Dr. Malan 
Lindeque. a Namibian 
government elephant spe- 
cialist. 

His colleague, Peter Tarr, 
says: "The ivory ban has 
not taken away the value 
of ivory — it has increased 
it. It’s a simple case of sup- 
ply and demand.” 

The government's solu- 


tion is to allow local com- 
munities to profit from 
ivory while maintaining 
curbs on illegal hunting 
and trade in elephant prod- 
ucts from other countries. 
This, it argues, will 
encourage locals to regard 
elephants as being valu- 
able creatures that are 
worth protecting. 

Environment and 

Tourism Minister C. J. 
Hanekom says: “If incen- 
tives or local involvement 
are not put in place, the 
Namibian government will 
not be able to justify the 
existence of large numbers 
of elephants ~on farm- 
lands." AH revenue from 
the trade, he promises, will 
be dedicated to elephant 
conservation and local 
community development 
programmes. 

“The only way you can 


stop poaching is with the 
help of the community,” 
agrees Tarr. “And you 
won’t get that help unless 
it’s worth something to 
them." 

Namibia has one of the 
smallest elephant popula- 
tions in southern Africa — 
perhaps 6,500. About 200 
die each year. With their 
tusks worth about $250 a 
kilogramme. Undeque 
estimates that up to 
$750,000 a year could be 
available to local commu- 
nities. 

The Namibian approach 
to elephant conservation is 
controversial, however, 
because, like most African 
nations, it has stockpiled 
ivory from elephants that 
have died during the four 
years of the ban. The gov- 
ernment now wants to sell 
for the best price about 


five tonnes of ivory that 
has been obtained legiti- 
mately from elephants that 
have died naturally. But 
many more tusks than that 
are in storage in Wind- 
hoek, and it is unclear what 
will happen to those that 
are shown to have been 
poached. 

Namibia has little time 
for such cynicism. 

“If you're sitting in your 
comfortable armchair in 
London, and can buy your 
meat at the local supermar- 
ket, you can afford to say 
that elephants are nice 
things that must be protect- 
ed at any cost,” says envi- 
ronmental protection offi- 
cer Jones. 

"But when they come in 
the middle of the night, 
knock over your wind 
tower, trample all your 
crops and drink all your 


water, you’re going to 
have a different perspec- 
tive.” 

The government knows 
its ideas are controversial 
and may run into opposi- 
tion from international 
environmental pressure 
groups and the media. An 
Environment and Tourism 
Ministry briefing paper 
indicates that one of its 
tactics will be to seek sup- 
port from Asian countries 
during the CITES negotia- 
tions by pointing out that 
"international pressure 
against trade in African 
wildlife is similar in many 
respects to attempt to 
restrict trade in forest and 
fisheries products from 
Asia”. 

Gemini News Service 


Assad: Israeli attack on Syria cannot be ruled out 

(Continued from page 1) 


PNA requests Jordan to continue 
its role in Arab East Jerusalem 


He called for peace talks 
on the basis of the terms 
agreed at the 1991 Madrid 
conference — where the 
( ft ,r fcP* Middle East peace process 

•< was launched — and on the 

?tf : _ r basis of “repsect for com- 

f$\ mitments made between 

Arab parties, including 
r: Syria, and Israel.” 

■/. ^ y ? Mr. A ssad berated Israel 
»i.f‘ 1 . on Monday for portraying 

jtii"*'' recent Syrian military 

manoeuvres as a threat to 
. toe Jewish state. 

“Every army has its 
,-v dP‘ F manoeuvres during the 
v t > - r- * year. And there are some 

^ |V V‘ exercises and projects 

up 1 ' 7 ' i#"’ w bich the Israelis under- 

jn stood to have another aim." 

>*. ;[>•' ,l!l “Anyway, they (the 


P.O.B?U 


Israelis) held (military ) pro- 
jects at almost the same 
time near the same place,” 
he said. 

Syria is known to have 
moved some elite units near 
the Israeli-controlled 

Mount Hermon in the 
Golan Heights in Septem- 
ber, a deployment that wor- 
ried Israelis. 

Last week, Israel staged 
manoeuvres on the Golan, 
and officials said they were 
preparing for the possibility 
that Syria might launch a 
limited war to put pressure 
on Israel to withdraw from 
the heights. 

Mr. Assad said that during 
the manoeuvres Israel 
talked about a military 


operation in southern 
Lebanon, where it occupies 
a border enclave, or striking 
at strategic sites in Syria. 

"This must not happen. 
No one can say that they 
will not happen and the 
possibilities are still 
there...There is no doubt 
thar the (Syrian) exercises 
were partly designed to 
being prepared for what the 
Israeli government might 
do," Mr. Assad said. 

Mr. Mubarak, who was 
criticised by . Israel last 
month after Egypt's army 
held its largest ever military 
exercises, also defended the 
Syrian manoeuvres. 

"Armies all over the 
world have manoeuvres 


and exercises to stay in 
shape. The manoeuvres and 
exercises do not mean get- 
ting ready for military oper- 
ations," Mr. Mubarak said. 

"When Egypt held its 
Badr 1996 exercises, all 
hell broke lose. When the 
Israeli president was here 
(in Cairo), there were huge 
aerial exercises in Israel 
and the Golan Heights. We 
were not worried because 
manoeuvres are normal,” 
he said. 

"We are surprised at 
Israel's concern because 
they know very well that 
military operations are not 
targerted at them at all.” 

Mr. Assad also repeated 
Syria’s calls for the 


resumption of peace talks 
with Israel and blamed 
what he called Israeli 
intransigence for the stale- 
male. 

He cited as an example 
recent reports thar an Israeli 
company was given gov- 
ernment permission to dig 
for oil on the Golan. 

"We all know that the 
peace process came to a 
halt because of Israeli 
intransigence. The Israeli 
position until now suggests 
that we are not on the road 
to peace. Yet despite that, 
we are committed to 
peace,” Mr. Assad said. 


(Continued from page 1) 


was to be discussed 
between the Palestinians 
and Israel. 

At the same time. Jordan 
also threw its weight 
behind the Palestinians’ 
quest to have Arab East 
Jerusalem as the capital of 
an independent state that 
they want to set up in the 
West Bank ana Gaza 
Strip. 

In the interim, Jordan 
told the Palestinians, leav- 
ing a vacuum in Arab East 
Jerusalem, where Israel 
does not allow the PNA to 
exercise authority, would 
only lead to renewed 
Israeli efforts to Judaise 


the city and try to unilater- 
ally impose its sovereign- 
ty "over the Holy Ciy. That 
Jordanian position was 
vindicated when Israel 
opened a new entrance to 
a touristic tunnel near the 
Aqsa Mosque without 
informing the Palestinians 
or Jordan, despite the Jew- 
ish state's recognition of 
the Kingdom's role in the 
context of the shrine. 

The formal PNA request 
made on Monday and the 
Jordanian acceptance of 
the move appeared to put 
an end to what the Israeli 
media have been describ- 
ing as a lingering dispute 


between the Palestinians 
and tiie Kingdom over the 
day-to-day administration 
of the Islamic shrines in 
Arab Jerusalem. 

Dr. Muasher. the infor- 
mation minister, told 
reporters earlier Monday: 
"Jordan and the Palestini- 
ans agree fully on the 
issue of Arab East 
Jerusalem." 

The Kingdom and the 
Palestinians are coordinat- 
ing their efforts in this 
regard and the current 
visit of the PNA delega- 
tion was related to that 
coordination, he added. 
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IMF sees Mideast economic upturn 


WASHINGTON (R> — 
Despite political instabil- 
ity and stunted prospects 
for Arab-Israelt peace, 
the Middle East shows 
si "ns of a modest eco- 
nomic upturn, according 
to the International Mon- 
elan - Fund (fMF). 


positive per capita 
growth since 1992." Kir. 
Al Erian said in an inter- 
view with Reiners and 
the Middle East News 
Agency. 

“Inflation is the lowest 
this decade." he said. 


% 


The region's 
economies could double 
growth this year to an 
average four per cent and 
post the lowest inflation 
this decade. 


“In 1906 growth will be 
twice what it was 
between 199? and 1995“ 
Mohammad Al Erian. 
deputy director of the 
fund's Middle Eastern 
department said. 


“This is the unexplored 
emerging market.. -The 
best proof of that is the 
rush Dy Moody's to rate 
these countries." he 
added, referring to the 
credit ratines published 
bv the U.S. firm. 


The MENA summits 
were set up after the 1 993 
Israel-PLO agreement on 
Palestinian self-rule, to 
give an economic under- 
pinning to peace. But that 
accord^ and the whole 
Arab-Israeli peace drive 
has stalled. 


.epart 

Regional grass domes- 
tic product growth aver- 
aged two per 
tiiosc vcao;. 


Mr. Al Erian acknowl- 
edged that he was look- 
ing at the half-full rather 
than the half-empty dass 
in a region plagued by 
war. political oppression, 
economic mismanage- 
ment and corruption. 


cent ;n 


Mr. A I Erian was speak- 
ing ahead of the third 
Middle East and North 
Africa > MEN.Vi summit 
in Cairo next week where 
the IMF will present a 
study on economic 
prospects and reforms. 

“Nineteen- ninety-six 
will be the first Vear of 


MENA runs from the 
Atlantic to the borders of 
Pakistan, comprising the 
economies of the Arab 
League. Israel and Iran. 

Despite its oil wealth 
the region is slipping 
down the growth tables to 
sub-Saharan African lev- 
els while its population 
soars at an average three 
per cent a year. 


“Yes there arc uncer- 
tainties but there is also 
potential." Mr. Al Erian 
said. He said the region 
had suffered from "“an 
information failure" 
prompting some 

investors" to lump all 
MENA countries togeth- 
er and dismiss themTiust 
like some investors nad 
done with Latin America 
in the !9SOs. The Middle 
East had untapped 
resources and skills, he 
said. 

He said the non-oil 
countries Tunisia and 
Jordan, w hich had adopt- 
ed IMF structural 
reforms, had averaged 
growth of four per cent 
and six per cent respec- 
tively between 19^0 and 

1993. 

Egypt had slashed its 
fiscal deficit to 1.3 per 
cent of GDP ( gross 


domestic product from 
20 per cent since 1991, 
and turnover on the Cairo 
stock market in the first 
nine months of 1996 was 
bigger than the past five 
years combined. 

He said many countries 
were following Israel. 
Tunisia and Morocco in 
negotiatine trade agree- 
ments with the European 
Union, a commitment to 
liberalising trade and 
investment policies. 

Yet the region needs 
faster and more sweeping 
economic, fiscal and 
monetary reform if it is to 
attract the private sector 
investment that the IMF 
sees as an engine of 
growth. 

" “The Middle East lags 
behind in Unde liberalisa- 
tion. This has had a nega- 
tive impact on growth 
and foreign investment 
and on consumers who 
have low-quality and 
high-priced goods." Mr. 
Af Erian said" 

Without radical eco- 
nomic change the global 
economy could pass the 
Middle East by. 

“The region risks being 
marginalised." he said. 


Jordan-Iraq trade protocol will 
remain for same amount next year 


By a Jordan Tiroes 

Staff Reporter 


protocol with Iraq to 
*220 million in 1996 


AMMAN _ The 1997 
trade protocol between 
Jordan and Iraq is not 
expected to be any differ- 
ent from this ’ year's, 
whether in terms of vol- 
ume or nature of prod- 
ucts that the Kingdom 
would export to its east- 
ern neighbour, officials 
said Monday. 

’ " They said the two sides 
„ were ’ considering a 
renewal of the 1996 pro- 
tocol. w hich provided for 
Jordanian expons of 
coeds worth 5150 mil- 
lion and sen-ices $70 
million. 

The officials, who 
declined to be identified, 
rejected a report in the 
local press which said 
the protocol for 1997 
would be wonh JD 200 
million ($282 million!. 

Jordan reduced the vol- 
ume of the official trade 


from about $400 million 
in 1995 in agreement 
with the Baghdad gov- 
ernment. The move 
came, according to offi- 
cials. when the Kingdom 
found itself squeezed in 
terms of its foreign cur- 
rency reserves. 

Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher reiter- 
ated the Jordanian posi- 
tion on Monday. 

"We have not changed 
our position." he M3 a 
regular weekly press 
briefinc. “The decision 
to reduce the amount 
covered by the official 
trade protocol with Iraq 
was warranted by purely 
economic reasons. Jor- 
dan could not simply 
continue to pay for 
exports to Iraq from its 
foreign exchange 

reserves." 

Officials have 

explained that the bulk of 


the Jordanian exports to 
Iraq — under exemp- 
tions f. »r food and medi- 
cine from the United 
Nations sanctions against 
that country — covered 
under the annual proto- 
col since 1 n 9i i was not of 
purely Jordanian origin. 
According to the offi- 
cials. a major pan of the 
expons ' represented 
imported raw materials 
for which the Kingdom 
had to pay for in" hard 
foreign currency and the 
amount it snent’was deb- 
ited to an Iraqi account, 
which now stands over 
$1.2 billion of Iraqi debts 
to the Kingdom. 

The routine procedure 
until this %eur was for the 
Centra; Sank of Jordan 
1 CBJ 1 to open an escrow 
account wonh $400 mil- 
lion and ail payments for 
export? to " Iraq were 
made from this account. 

In 1 996 the amount was 
eroded down to $220 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Surrealist 
painter 

5 — California 
9 One of the Kings 
13 — Bator 

1- s Musical piece 
15 Focd fish 

:s St art of a 
proverb 

20 Undoubtedly 

21 S:oux Indian 

22 Female warrior 

23 Songbird 

2- * Tommy’s gun 
25 Balance 

25 Keep up 

32 Weather word 

33 Numismatist’s 
collection 

34 — forma 

35 Hiqh or low 

36 Cast 

37 Part cf OED 
33 Pay dirt 

39 Pulitzerpeet 
*10 Upper crust 
41 Understand 

43 Went to sea 

44 Caen’s nver 

45 Decorticate 

46 German prisoner 
of war camp 

49 Sour 

50 Burro 

53 End of proverb 

56 Remained 

57 Litigant 

55 Kind of bean 

59 Chichi 

60 Soccer great 

51 Toss 


: 
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3 

4 

13 




16 
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million. 

Jordan continues to 
receive Iraqi oil. supplied 
also under an exemption 
granted from the sanc- 
tions. but the actual cost 
of the oil is not sufficient 
to cover the value of Jor- 
danian exports to Iraq: 
and hence the mounting 
Iraqi debts to the Kimf- 
dom. 

Dr. Muasher said that 
while the official proto- 
col was cut down, the 
government had left it to 
the private sector to con- 
tinue trade with Iraq 
without no official inter- 
ference. 

It meant that private 
businesses could make 
their own deals with the 
Iraqis and get payment in 
cash or through any other 
arrangemenLs" as long as 
those" deaK did not Vio- 
late the international 
sanctions against Iraq. 
No definite figures were 
immediately " available 
for such exports to Iraq, 
but conservative esti- 
mates say they could be 
worth around’ SH0 mil- 
lion to 51f*0 million per 
vear. 


Visiting Dutch businesspersons 
say opportunities exist, but 
regional problems pose constraints 


By Francesca Cirinci 

Speriol to the Jordon Times 


AMMAN — The continued 
embargo against Iraq and 
the current slow-down in 
the Palestinian- Israeli 
peace process are con- 
straining the development 
of economic relations 
between Europe anil Jor- 
dan. according to members 
of a Dutch delegation here 
on a trade mission. 

‘The halt in the Palestin- 
ian- Israeli peace negotia- 
tions and the persistence of 
the embargo against Iraq 
are obstructing hus incss 
and investment opportuni- 
ties far more than any other 
factor" Vice President of 
Rotterdam Chamber of 
Commerce and head of the 
visiting delegation Wim 
Viskil told the Jordan 
Times Sunday. 

While last August's 
“bread riots fin the southern 
gnvemoratc of Karak) were 
perceived by European 
businessmen as a merely 
Jordanian internal problem 
and ithcrefore) did not 
harm business." lifting the 


'embargo against Iraq and 
reactivating peace negotia- 
tions are the "two key needs 
to boost relations between 
European and Jordanian 
privmc sector companies." 
Mr. Viskil said. 

“Dutch and Euro|>cun 
investors in genera! look at 
Jordan as a stepping stone 
to other markets in the Mid- 
dle East region, especially 
Iraq." he said, adding that 
“once (he Iraqi market 
reopens. Dutch companies 
will operate from Jordan." 

According to Salim Rah- 

bani. executive vice-presi- 
dent of The Hague- based 
Rabhnni Trading and Con- 
sulting Company and mem- 
ber of the visiting delega- 
tion. the 22-person Dutch 
multi-sectoral mission, 
“was satisfied with Jordan's 
business and investment 
regulations." 

“The government is doing 
a lot to liberalise (lie sys- 
tem." Mr. Rabhani said, 
"and this is increasing 
Dutch companies' interest 
in looking at investment 
opportunities in Jordan.'* 

Referring to recently pro- 


mulgated regulations and 
new I v established institu- 
tions’ aimed at facilitating 
foreign investment in the 
Kingdom, such as the 1 995 
Investment Promotion Law 
and Investment Promotion 
Corporal ion ( I PC i. Mr. 

Rabbani said "(he govern- 
ment is working really hard 
to coordinate with the pri- 
vate sector in adjusting to 
Western investors’ exigen- 
cies." 

During its four-day visit, 
the Dutch trade mission, 
which arrived in Amman on 
Friday, met with Jordanian 
Businessmen's Association 
i'JBA) Chairman Hamdi 
Tabbaa". Amman Chamber 
of Industry Vice Chairman 
Wjsef Azer. IPC Director 
General Taleb Rifai and 
Chainmin of the Federation 
of Jordanian Chamhets of 
Commerce Haidar Murad. 
"AH delegation members 
have found out that there 
are good investment oppor- 
tunities tin Jordan)." Mr. 
Kahhani commented 


(Continued on page 9) 
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DOWN 

1 In a fitting way 

2 Century plant 

3 Where Vientiane 
is 

4 Octopus 
secretion 

5 Baby shoe 

6 Pinafore kin 

7 Cordage fiber 
S Sat wood 

9 Oblique 

10 Polish City 

11 Moreover 


12 lfluminated sign 

1 7 Lent days 

1 8 Having a meat 

19 Harbingers 

23 Peter ou: 

24 Louis or Bernard 

25 Prevent 

26 Paper measure 

27 — lock and key 

28 Shiner 

29 Spoof month 

30 Furious 

31 Eminent 

33 Garlic segment 

36 Kind of benefit 

37 Peace Nobetisi. 
Wiese 1 

39 Wild 

40 Down-to* — 
(practical) 

42 Settlement 

43 French 
existentialist 

45 Discussion 
group 

46 Room in a casa 



47 Autocrat 
43 On the pb 

49 Veritable 

50 Indiqo plant 


51 ira:!er 

52 Barter 

54 Cph d.an 

55 Sp'te 
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By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 
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today, so be sure to wd- t- "j ( .-i ‘•’ riVl 
come this new trend in v ',p , i |l ' ,,J * , ' t> h. 
your life. Your happiness. 
can incrca.sc greatly with H -.." '■!' . 
your loved ones during \!j 
this period so take ad van- ,J = k 
taee of the situation. - ■' llV ,s..-i' »'■' 

TAURUS: (April 20 | 0 ’ ' 1 
May 20) You understand .■ |h , 
how to have business deal- vP ; ' 

ings with others much bet- . 
ter today, so improve the S • 

! alliance and as a result you s »er- 
lean be quite successful. ' 

| Later this evening will be a . ,| pl'l 

j good time for you to be ~ ^ 
with cood friends. 

! GEMINI: (May 21 tn 
June 21) A senior fellow 
associate cun cooperate 
with you so that your joint 
interests can work out 
more successfully. This 
evening cun be spend with . 
your loved ones involved ~ ,u '' 
in those activities which «>- — . * • ^ „ 

everyone enjoys. r.f enjjS id €Vl !l& t. 

MOON CHILDREN:^ 1 L 
i June 22 to July 2J> You . npr, 

have been procrastinating $\SU ffi U J r 
with certain career activi- 
ties today, however, you 
should get very good 
results with them at this 
time. Later this evening ■ 

you can get some impor- 
tant new project completed * 
and out of the way. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
2!) Delve into amusc- 
which you have 
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ments which you 
enjoyed in previous days „ 

• and got even more fun oui 
; uf them today. This" 
evening will be good for 
| you to meet with those;. 

; knowledgeable people 
; v. lio can be of great assis 
I ranee to your career. 

■ VIRGO; (August 22 to 

! ™ C aT b tomc' which 'to mk explains benej 

proven wise in previous 


..M-C ■ 
■Jf'. .'i’s 
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it Central Bank me 


days and - injprovc.-iondi- 
tinns there. Invite guests in 
this evening and have a fim 
time with them, then you 
can later be alone with 
vour mate. 

i LIBRA: (September 23 to 
J October 22) This is a fine 
j day today for visiting good 
| friends and stirring up f-.nialirc 
I activity in the right di»c- . «p* lL . ... : r ; .. . 
I tion. Othcni arc coopera- J- ..j . 

i rive this evening in terms ’Ci j purji 0 . r -_ 
! of your career, so make the ■ ^ ^ ln . Ci ' 

| most of this benefit so that ’• -'^ji f ljr: 


I you can be quite success- 
ful. 

SCORPIO; (October 23 
to November 2 1 i Sludy 
| your property and plan to 
; improve it in some manner - - nraihe 
i today, whether on (he 
inside or the outside. This 
evening can be spent with 
! your mate ;n '■omc roman- ; 
tic activities so do whatev- 
er w ill please him or her. 
SAGITTARIUS: Ifort* u A 

(November 22 to Decent- 
ber 2 l i You can occupy 
yourxclf with the activities 
which can gain your most 
chenshed wishes. Gain 
security you need through 
the assistance of a fellow 
associate for some iinp*ir- 
tant career activities which 
you arc anxious ro com- 
plete. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 2U! 

Widen your horizrms aod 
then plan to gain far 
j greater things in. the days 
i ahead. Spend time ipday • 
and tonight with friends- 
who arc wanting to go «t ! 
on the tou n and have sonic 
tun. however, don't be out 
too late. f 

AQ CARRS: (January 2] 

to February 19» Get m 
■ touch with as many friends 
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Later this evening you can 
trood v 


! fxr with as many 
friends as vou can 


have some fun before any:' W 
career activities. 

TISCES: (February 20 tn 
March 20) Pick up those 
outside activities which -j 
H ave not been completed 
and finish them today with 
eagerness. Later dtri 
' evening you can get sonic - ^ 
' important new project 
completed with the assjs- 


i tancc of some bigwig 1 
has the know Jcdi;e. 
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Dutch- Jordanian cooperation 
described as ‘very strong’ 

(Continued from page 8} 
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According to Rot Pjeaager 
Karel de Zeeuw “one of the 
first priorities from the 
Dutch side is to find a way 
to conduct such discussions 
and make contacts more 
permanent and solid.” 

Reflecting on what he 
called the “need for creat- 
ing an ■ institutionalised 
frame for Jordanian-Dutch 
economic relations.” Mr. de 
Zeeuw envisaged the estab- 
lishment of a possible 
“Arab-Dutch Chamber of 
Commerce.” 

According to the partici- 
pants, one of the most out- 
standing and concrete 
results of the mission was 
that the Dutch postal ser- 
vices and telecommunica- 
tion company. Royal PTT 
Netherlands, “started seri- 
ous investigations over the 
possibility of participating 
in the process of privatisa- 
tion of telecommunication 
companies in the region.” 

Mr. de Zeeuw added that 
Royal PTT Netherlands has 
already successfully partic- 


ipated. in similar privatisa- 
tion processes in other 
developing countries. 

Mr. Viskil said “a Jordan- 
ian delegation will visit the 
Netherlands soon,” and 
added that JBA and the 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce were united to visit 
Holland early next year. 

“From manufacturing to 
consulting and logistics, 
many sectors were repre- 
sented in this delegation,” 
Mr. Viskil said, adding that 
the visit aimed at “strength- 
ening the already existing 
ties between Jordanian and 
Dutch companies as well as 
providing an opportunity 
for new contacts between 
businessmen from the two 
countries.” 

Mr. Viskil said Jordanian- 
Dutch cooperation is cur- 
rently “very strong" in live- 
stock and poultry, “from 
breeding to slaughtering.” 

According to Mr. de 
Zeeuw, traffic flows 
between Jordan and the 
Netherlands registered a 40 
per cent increase from 1 992 
to 1995. 
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Cabinet considering changes 
to the system of pension 

** ACCORDING TO an informed source, the Council of Ministers 
is reviewing the pension system so as to merge it with the social 
security law and introduce a number of modifications on it. The 
source attributed the motivation for considering the merger to a 
higher pension budget, freezing appointments and classification and 
substituting the classification procedure by contracts. The source 
indicated that there are more than 1 50.000 pensioners in the King- 
dom being paid more than JD 180 annually. With the number of 
pensioners likely to rise suteranriaJJy in the future, there will be a 
huge number of retired employees to whom the government must 
provide an increasing amount of pension money, the source pointed 
out He stressed that the Cabinet was keen to safeguard the interests 
of the retired personnel and that any decisions to be taken will not 
have any negative effort on the pensioners neither materially nor 
morally. The aim of any measure in this regard would be to develop 
the pension system and to transform it from a financially-consum- 
inginto a profitable entity which can sclf-sustain its operations from 
rewarding investments (AJ Ra'i). 

Fane k explains benefits of 
■ new Central Bank measures 

• . I * ■ • - 

* , • . • i . . - I 

** COLUMNIST AND analyst Fahed Fanek predicts that no more 
of 10 per cem of foreign currency deposits will leave the Jordanian 
hanking system to overseas centres as a result of the recent Central 
Bank measures to liberalise the monetary market in the Kingdom. 
Dr Fanek expect most of the small savers to switch from dollar 
deposits to dinar deposits to benefit from the interest differential of 
fire per. cent (and moving upwards! between the dollar and the 
dinar He estimated the volume to be at least 25 per cent of the for- 
eign currency deposits over the coming six months.Dr. Fanek 
expected 70 per cent of the foreign currency deposits to remain 
unchanged with a portion of interest on it going to the benefit of the 
Central Bank due to the interest-free reserves Chat the banks will 
place at the Central Bank which, in turn, will be putting these 
reserves into rewarding investments.Other benefits seen by Dr. 
Fanek were a higher degree of clarity, transparency and freedom in 
die financial sector as well as the creation of strong incentives to 
change the behaviour of depositors into the positive direction. He 
concluded by pointing out that the Central Bank measures will stop 
the dollarisation in the currency market and eliminate the discrimi- 
nation against dinar deposit in addition to strengthening the dinar 
and minimising the need to raise the interest on dinar loans (AI 
Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



"You have no heart beat. 
Switch back to caffeinated coffee.” 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
B by Hftnri AmoM and Mik* Arglrion 


Unscramble tfwse four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tow ordinary words. 
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WHAT THE JL)PG»E 
WANTED TO 
HEAR IN THE 
RECORD CA^g- 

NOW arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


mntnnsnr^: f Y fTl [XEIXJ 

i answers tomorrow) 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jum t*s: DECRV EJECT JFICKV B^GLE 
Answer How the fisherman solved his problem ( 

HE TACKLED IT 


Britain, U.S. unveil giant telecoms merger 


LONDON (R) — British 
Telecom (B.Tj unveiled the 
largest transatlantic deal in 
history on Sunday, linking 
up with America's MCI 
Corp in a $20 billion merger 
that catapults it into second 
place in the world's 
international telecoms mar- 
keL 

The deal with MCI — the 
number two U.S. long-dis- 
tance phone company after 
U.S. telecoms giant ATT 
Corp — creates a $54 billion 
group to be called Concert 
Pic. which will have 43 mil- 
lion business and residential 
customers in 70 countries. 

“Tomorrow begins a new 
era for all of us as we go for- 
ward in concert and harmo- 
ny," Gerald Taylor, MCI's 
president and chief operat- 
ing officer roJd a news con- 
ference.' 


In an attempt to keep one 
step ahead of rivals as world 
telecoms markets are liber- 
alised, B.T. is taking on a 
partner with a powerful 
position in the world’s 
biggest telecoms market, 
generating about 40 per cent 
of the world's long-distance 
calls. 

Under the deal, which has 
yet io win regulatory 
approval on both sides of the 
Atlantic. MCI shareholders 
would receive up to 2.3 bil- 
lion pounds ($3.77 billion) 
cash and new Concert 
American depositary shares. 
For each MCI share, 
investors will get 5.4 new 
B.T. shares and $6.0 cash, 
valuing MCI shares in the 
mid $30 each. 

B.T. is also paying its 2.4 
million shareholders a spe- 
cial dividend bonanza of 22 


billion pounds, or 35 pence 
per share, which is not 
dependent on any completed 
merger. 

The Company also said it 
would ask shareholders to 
approve plans for its first 
ever share buy-back at an 
extraordinary meeting to 
approve the MCI deal. 

B.T.. whose motto “It's 
Good To Talk” appears to 
have paid off since alliance 
talks failed with British rival 
Cable and Wireless six 
months ago, already owns 
20 per cent of MCI. 

Sir Peter Bonfield, B.T.’s 
chief executive, denied that 
the deal with MCI was the 
second best choice for B.T.' . 
which has been keen to get 
access to the world’s fastest 
growing telecoms market — 
Asia — via Cable and Wire- 
less’s 57.5 per cent stake in 


the highly-profitable Hong 
Kong Telecommunica- 
tions.’lt’s not second best, 
it’s first best,” he told the 
news conference. 

B.T. already has a joint 
venture with MCI called 
Concen. which provides a 
whole range of communica- 
tions services to customers 
in more than 50 nations. 
MCI also carries 40 per cent 
of the worldwide traffic on 
the Intemer. 

‘The merger combines the 
substantial financial 

resources and global posi- 
tion of B.T. with the growth 
momentum and market 
expertise of MCI. known for 
its success in the competi- 
tive S.S. long distance mar- 
ket,” B.T. said in a state- 
menL 

The new telecoms giant, 
which will have annual cash 


flow of about 7.5 billion 
pounds, will be incorporated 
in Britain with headquarters 
in London and Washington 
and operate under the B.T. 
and MCI brand names in 
Britain and America. 

B.T. expects the merger, 
after an initial five per cent 
earnings dilution, to yield 
savings from combining 
overlapping services of 1.5 
billion pounds over the first 
five years and 500 million 
pounds pre-tax annually 
after that. 

B.T. also forecast divi- 
dends of 19.85 pence per 
share for the year to March 
31. 1997 — a rise of six per 
cent over last year — 
excluding the 35 pence per 
share special dividend. 

B.T.. which will release 
full year results on Nov, 14. 
has declared a half-vear div- 


idend of 7.90 pence payable 
in November, six per cent 
more than in the same peri- 
od last year. 

The deal is believed to be 
the second largest ever 
involving a U.S. company 
— topped only by the 1989 
buyout of RJR Nabisco by 
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts 
and Co. ' 

Analysts said a combined 
company would be a good 
fit in the ultra-competitive 
U.S. long-distance phone 
industry, where MCI’s 
major competitors are ATT 
Corp and Sprint. 

Current market leader 
ATT, which would be the 
hardest hit by a financially 
muscular new enlarged 
rival, said Friday it was con- 
fident any MC1/B.T. deal 
would receive proper scruti- 
ny by the U.S. government. 
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252.000 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

13.5 

1.42 

3 

100 

24650 

247.00 

246.50 

.50- 


1.250 

.880 

MID. EAST XNV.BK. 

69.0 

0.00 

11 

5600 

5796 

1.04 

1.05 

.on- 


2.700 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV- BK. 

5.1 

6.27 

3 

800 

1774 

2.22 

2.22 

- 


S.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BK. 

12.9 

2.86 

3 

600 

2892 

4.81 

4.83 

.02- 


1.200 

.890 

JOB. GULF BANK 

5.4 

7.78 

10 

13200 

11880 

.90 

.90 

- 


4.160 

3.300 

JOB. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.9 

0.00 

2 

1300 

4836 

3.72 

3.72 

- 

s 

3.930 

1.400 

UNION BX.SAV.XNV. 

P 

0.00 

1 

250 

383 

’1.48 

1. S3 

.05+ 


3.800 

3.000 

JGR. XHV. PIN. BANX 

17.3 

0.00 

3 

833 

2666 

3.20 

3.20 

- 


5.850 

4.450 

ARAB BANKING 00. 

23.3 

0.00 

2 

350 

1575 

4.50 

4.50 

- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 1B8.B9 *CBC: 

-0.11 

41 

23135 

56634 





2.910 

1. 080 

JOR FRENCH I NS UR. 

5.3 

10.64 

2 

800 

1514 

l.BB 

1.88 

- 


3.050 

2.010 

Y ARMOUR XNSUR. 

9 

0.00 

1 

200 

406 

2.13 

2.03 

-10- 


2.400 

1 . 850 

ARAB LIFE INSUK. 

S. 3 

7.27 

1 

200 

440 

2.20 

2.20 



INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 118.86 *CUG: 

-0.23 

4 

1200 

2360 





2.020 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 

0.00 

7 

2000 

2320 

1.17 

1.16 

.01- 


1.0S0 

.880 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

20.2 

4.10 

5 

2700 

2457 

.96 

.91 

.05- 


1.260 

.590 

JORDAN XMTL.TRAD. 

31.8 

a. oo 

1 

250 

155 

.63 

.62 

.01- 


10.310 

7.600 

ALRA-I 

9.0 

6.58 

1 

200 

1520 

7.60 

7.60 



3.660 

3.130 

ARAB XHTL. XNV.EDUC. 

13.5 

5.85 

11 

3875 

13252 

3.44 

3.42 

-02- 


1.310 

.960 

2ARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

2 

650 

712 

1.12 

1.08 

.04- 


2.430 

1.700 

UNIFIED CO. 

9.1 

5.81 

5 

1050 

1806 

1.72 

1.72 

— 


' 1.200 

.820 

UNION 1AMD DEV. 

B 

0.00 

n 

1000 

880 

.90 

.88 

.02- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110.46 *<30: 

-0.45 

34 

11725 

23102 





' 3.770 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

18.9 

3.02 

20 

6527 

21603 

3.34 

3.31 

.03- 


3.550 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MIRES 

32.8 

0.00 

1 

500 

1525 

3.05 

3.05 

- 


5.960 

■1.780 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.0 

3.57 

2 

3150 

17640 

5.60 

5.60 

“ 


10.550 

0.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFINARY 

9.3 

8.72 

6 

357 

3274 

9.20 

9.17 

.03- 


8. ISO 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED KILLS 

8.9 

3.61 

2 

1250 

8663 

6.93 

6.93 

“ 


4.870 

3.100 

ARAB PHARM. MANX. 

17.7 

6.19 

6 

1900 

6123 

3.22 

3.23 

.01+ 


a. ooo 

4.250 

DAR ALDAWA DV. INV. 

12.5 

4.40 

2 

700 

3185 

4.56 

4.55 

.01- 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

g 

0.00 

23 

15390 

8924 

.59 

.57 

.02- , 

T 

3.180 

2.580 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

8.0 

4.49 

3 

2578 

8611 

3.18 

3.34 

.16+ 

+ 

1.090 

.580 

NATIONAL INDS. 

8.4 

10.53 

5 

5750 

3325 

.58 

.57 

.01- 


1.840 

.970 

INTSRMED . FBTRO. CHEH. 

g 

0.00 

1 

250 

245 

.97 

.98 

.01+ 


1.9S0 

1.080 

ARAB PHARM. CHEH. 

22.1 

0.00 

7 

2300 

2777 

1.23 

1.18 

.05- 


3.280 

1.480 

UNZV. MOON. INDS. 

4.5 

13.51 

6 

3000 

4440 

1.49 

1.48 

.01- 


2.100- 

1.140 . 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES. 

. 17. Q 

0.00 

. 21 

10344 

. . 13”2,. 

. 1.37 

1.35 

.02- 


1.580 

vj09O 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

24.4 

0.00 

2 

600 

535 ■ 

.90 

.90 



2.460 

1.750 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

1 

50 

92 

, 1-84 

1.83- 

.01- 


1.480 

1.080 

XMTL. TOBACCO 

25.4 

0.00 

6 

5500 

5940 

1.08 

1.08 

" 


2.040 

.990 

UNION CH. G VEC- 

24.6 

o.oo 

11 

9500 

9502 

.99 

1 00 

.01+ 


Industrial sector totals index: no. 37 *chg: 

-0.24 

125 

69646 

120373 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX: 147.74 *CHG: 

-0.18 

204 

105706 

202469- 
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♦ 

.790 

.460 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

17.7 

0.00 

1 

1750 

770 

.46 

.44 

.02- 

N 

.950 

.440 

NATL . COMMBH . CENTERS 

E 

0.00 

11 

28219 

13515 

.48 

.47 

.01- 


.930 

.700 

UNION INV. 50* 

68.9 

0.00 

1 

250 

55 

.72 

.72 

“ 

■* 

1.110 

.470 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

« 

0.00 

33 

35492 

25994 

.47 

.45 

.02- 

N 

38.700 

35.100 

JOR TOURIST TRANS. CO 

2.5 

2.63 

1 

100 

3800 

38.50 

38.00 

.50- 


.640 

.340 

JOR . ran S . MATCH-JEHCO 

3 

0.00 

4 

1250 

455 

.38 

.38 

“ 


1.200 

.630 

DNrVL. METALS 

E 

0.00 

1 

500 

315 

.64 

.63 

.01- 


.890 

.510 

ARAB FOOD G MED. 

E 

0.00 

1 

50 

31 

. 63 

.62 

.01- 


.700 

.450 

ARAB INTL. INV.TRD. 

9 

0.00 

7 

17550 

8059 

.45 

.47 

.02+ 


1.020 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

g 

0.00 

2 

750 

453 

.61 

.61 

- 

H 

1.100 

.500 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAMICJO 

■ E 

0.00 

6 

6620 

3307 

.50 

.50 

” 


1.080 

.750 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

7 

893 

678 

.77 

.76 

.01- 


.780 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

P 

0.00 

2 

15250 

7315 

.48 

.46 

.02- 

+ 

-830 

.430 

INDS. ERG. 

25.9 

0.00 

17 

28250 

11880 

.43 

.42 

.01- 


1.430 

.770 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

3 

40038 

32330 

.81 

.80 

.01- 

+ 

.890 

.610 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

1 

150 

89 

.61 

.59 

.02- 

N 

.950 

.810 

ARAB XRT. FOOD FACT. 

57.6 

0.00 

4 

443 

362 

.81 

.82 

.01+ 

N 

1.500 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.1 

0.00 

25 

39450 

26778 

.67 

.69 

.02 + 

GRAND TOTAL 




127 

217005 

126184 





T ; New 12 Boothe high 
+ i New 12 nontha low 

S i stock dividend during the put 12 month* 

N i Listed during the put 12 months 
P i P/B ratio Is 100 or more 
g i Negative p/e 

E : Earning la zero or N/A for the aocte recent year 



Emirates, Airbus sign 
$ 2 b deal for 16 planes 


DUBAI (R) — Stare-owned 
Emirates and the European 
consortium Airbus Industrie 
Monday signed a $2 billion 
deal for 16 new A3 30- 200 
aircraft, making the airline 
Airbus’s biggest customer 
for the widebody jer. 

Emirares has an option for 
a further seven aircraft, its 
chairman. Sheikh Ahmad 
Bin S3eed Al Maktoum told 
a news conference at which 
he. and Airbus Managing 
Director Jean Pierson, 
signed the deal. 

Eleven-year-old Emirates 
is the first airline in the Mid- 
dle East to order the A330- 
*200 and it is the largest air- 
line customer for the new 
twin jet. Airbus said in a 
statement. 

“Although today we have 
one of the world’s youngest 
fleets, the new aircraft will 
gradually replace the pre- 
sent Airbuses from January 
1999 until the year 2002," 
Sheikh Ahmad said. . 

“The total cost of the 16 
aircraft is estimated at $2 
billion, including engines," 
he said, adding “it was a 
good deal for Emirates...an 
excellent deal." 

Mr. Pierson said Airbus 
has agreed to assist Emi- 
rates with the sale of the 16 
A3 10 and AJOOSOOs the 
airline already has. 

Sheikh Ahmad said Airbus 
had won the deal against 
competition from Boeing 
Co’s 767 plane. 

He said Emirates had not 
yet decided on the engines, 
but added “it is going to be 
between (Britain’s) Rolls 
Royce PLC and General 
Electric Co. “ of the United 
States. 

Asked how Emirates 
would finance the new 
planes, he said: “As usual. 
We never have any problem 
financing aircraft.” 

Emirates has in the past 


raised funds through local 
and international banks for 
aircraft purchases. 

The airline will use the 
A3 30s on non-stop services 
from Dubai to Europe, 
South East Asia and South 
Africa. 

Each aircraft will seat 243 
passengers in a three-class 
layout, or 272 passengers in 
a rwo-elass configuration. 

It will also be able to carry' 
six pallets and eight "LD-3" 
containers of freight, with a 
typical cargo load of 17 
tonnes. 

“The A3 3 0-200 will offer 
greater range and more 
capacity allowing Emirates 
to upgrade and expand its 
fleet with the ideal aircraft 
size for maintaining fre- 
quent services and enhanc- 
ing profitability,” Sheikh 
Ahmad said. 

Mr. Pierson said Emirates 
and Airbus had a lot in com- 
mon. “We both started from 
scratch, have seen major 
growth and are now major 
players, and we are both 
profitable,” he said. 

Airbus does not publish 
profit figures, but its sales in 
1995 reached $9.6 billion. 

In the financial year to 
end-March 1996, the airline 
— which flies to 42 destina- 
tions — made an 80.8 mil- 
lion dirham ($22 million) 
profit, down from a previous 
record 95 million. 

Airbus is a consortium 
made up of French state- 
owned STE Nationale 
Industrielle Aerospatiale, 
British Aerospace PLC. 
Germany's Daimler-Benz 
Aerospace — pan of. Daim- 
ler- Benz A.G. and Con- 
strucciones Aeronauticas 
S.A. of Spain. 

Emirates recently took 
delivery of its third Boeing 
777. Ir has another four 777 s 
on order and an option for 
seven more. 
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DAJ ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil ' 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m.- 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quatityj in 

1 Hour Service 

Develop your' cokmr film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photm 
wkf 30% 


• Frmm 

m mn t 20 x 30 cm 

Sbmettani^. Opp. GrindQayi 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb id: 823891 


NO 1 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
vVILLAS 



■ BYBLOS ■ 

829882-829883 






***■ 


OLVfYlPIA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 



•y>V 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner. 7:30- 11:30 
LocateriJa Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 

Free Valtet Parking 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL. ESTATE 




TEL : 699369 
FAX : 704414 


IfeppHtiMfss 

‘poteodoie x. 
Soxfu & SatcuU (%£ 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10AJK-1A JH 
Sel. 5537193 
Tax 898537 

0mm Uthaim 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


crown itm 


- indoor herted 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SflUNR , JRCUZZ 
& MRSSRGE 

.-.FITNESS ROOM 

TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 

ILL 758180 
fiflOifl&TU STATION RG 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 

[ EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1985 
( SPECIAL PRICES 

Ifor longterm - stayJ 


-ABDOUN- 

TEL. 810150, FAX 827113 


FOR YOUR 

m. 

Advertisement 
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Australia slows for Melbourne Cup 


MELBOURNE iR) — 
Aimrjlb will grind Ip a vir- 
u;.:l hall Tue^itix when tnil- 
hvii'- i’J punters lum their 
kick on work in see if a 
giant chotnui horse from 
hvlaiui can live up to its 
reputation and seize this 
gear's Melbourne Cup. 

The AS2.2-millinn 
>?>;. 74 - million > race forces 
i hi. closure of Australia's 
^..onu-higgcsi city for a 
o.:\ and. for a few minutes. 
jlU she entire nation. 

Wen financial markets 
ia.i.e j breather as brokers 
and dealers for once hot 
‘heir <mn money. 
■Even thine dies for the 
t inning of the race." said 

• •nc Melbourne broker. 

The cup is Australia's sin- 
gle biggest gambling event, 
v. i; Ji ASS1 million bet 
through off-course book- 
makers last year and mii- 
oon* more wagered in on- 
coiirse bets and office 

• '.ceps takes. 

Thji year many of those 
nil lions will be riding on 
gi.mi Irish sutyer Oscar 
schmdler. bidding to 
become only the second 
irat opean raider e\ er to w in 
tlic lucrative handicap after 
■,!:e l ,;U 3 victory of another 
ir’.sh horse. Vintage Crop. 

The horse, named after a 
Hollywood movie about a 
German industrialist who 
•.;v cJ more than I .OIK) Jews 
from the holocaust, won rhe 
Irish St. leger in September 
.Mid was a f;N- finishing 
third to Helissin in the Pri\ 
dc 1‘Are de Triomphe last 
■umth. 

‘"■'iTiona’.elv tor his e* , n- 
v.”iot rh"v.- ixtI'T- 
i imcv- came he lore the 
v. ttd'cappcrs judged the 
v.\, i r.c Gap candidates 
•t.d gave f>car Schindler a 
generous riding weight «»f 

SO S kgs. 
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Irish horse Oscar Schindler walks the home straight of the Sandown Race Track in Melbourne November 4 with 
his entourage (from left) strapper John Sullivan, trainer Kevin Prendergast. vet John StafTord. Chris Leiws and 
farrier Sean Bell. Oscar Schindler is the favourite for the AS2.3 million Melbourne Cup (Reuters photo) 


The Irish horse is the 
clear favourite at a price on 
Sunday of around 3-1. out 
from 5-2 after fears that the 
flint-hard 3.200-metre 
course at Flemington might 
be too much for him. 

Last year's winner. 
Doriemus. is carrying the 
top weight of 58kg at odds 
of around 7-1 behind last 
year's runner-up Nothin' 
Lcica Dane and the on-l'nim 
Saintly, both at 6-1. 

Among the outsiders. 
Istidaad ar 14-1 and Circles 
ol Gold at 33-1 were both 
seen has having a chance. 

An unseasoned luck of 


rain in Australia's “bleak 
city** has caused concern 
that the track could be flint- 
hard by Tuesday without 
either a downpour or a 
watering by course offi- 
cials. 

Schindler's owner. Oliver 
Lehane. said he would 
back trainer Kevin 
Prendergast if he decided to 
withdraw the horve because 
of the state ot the giouiid 
and concentrate on the 
more lucrative Japan cup 
inter zhi^ month. 

"I'd say there isn't a train- 
er in Australia Lhat wants 
rock hard cround that could 


break a horse down.** said 
Lehane. who had to be per- 
suaded by jockey Michael 
Kinane to enter the race. 

Trainer Prendergast said 
he had not come half-way 
around the world not to 
race, but he was concerned 
about the course. 

Three years ago. Vintage 
Crop's trainer Dcrmot Weld 
demanded that race offi- 
cials water the course on 
the eve of the race, only to 
see a torrential downpour 
nest day. 

Schindler's status as 
favourite has been backed 
bv a local animal 


behavouralist. Rcoff 

Hutson, who with a col- 
league at the University of 
Melbourne has developed a 
method of helping punters 
to pick winners. 


Hutson, who studied the 
behaviour of over 800 hors- 
es shortly before races and 
then compared their 
demeanour against perfor- 
mance. said his money was 
also on Oscar Schindler. 

“They showed him on the 
news the other night and 
paraded him before the 
media and he just looked 
stunning.” Hutson said. 




Enqvist upsets 
Kafelnikov to win 
Paris Indoor Open 





•iA" -■«*% ■. 


PARIS (Ri — Thomas 
Enqvist prevented 

Yevgeny Kafelnikov 

from ' completing a 
unique French double 
when he beat the 
Russian 6-2 6-4 7-5 in 
the Paris Open final on 
Sunday. 

The French Open 
champion, who lost for 
the first lime in three 


world ranking of third 
after this tournament. 


struggled to find his 


.Tcrmifcr Capriati 


Capriati loses to Novotna 
in Ameritech Cup final 


G’iiG \GO >R ■ — Czech 

N.>\om,i vv.ui her m.v- 
. i ii c«*s>«?c;i!i'c ii'iim.inuMi; 
•i.is.y . healing Jennifer 

- 1. }-h. »«- i in the 

- ! of ihc S45l.‘.fMIM 

\ ••-■■itCfcii Cup tournament. 
V mtnilvr live in 

h‘* ■» 1 i-1 end o'liling off a 
■■■ "* . ■. Zurich, lv.it Capriati 
' ?h:rj :unc iliis year 
u - :i- ,jpi 'logixed .liter the 
■a.s'ch ii'r negative '»iate- 
U'.mii- -he made about the 
2 f s-vc..r-'id Amenc.in jltcr 


m E'-sen Iasi 


"J v.i.ue «oi:v ncg.itive or 
cine;:! comment"' about 
t :T! » t c r ' * o >n ie b jck . “ 

's.-’.'-n.! said "I wanted to 
■_*:i e i'-.t credit " 

" T v c hear.! ..'me ihings." 
O.prv.ii -.lid. "1 iu’-l look ui 
t!ic Kiii. That's nil i care 
■ih.ii.it. i niv; pl.iy the ball." 

Capn.s::. who upset No. I 
Montea Seles in the sent i fi- 


nal rmind. wa\ appearing tn 
her first final since the 
Can.iJian open in pwy. Her 
Iasi win was at Sydney earli- 
er lhat year. She played in 
one tournament in I**i4 and 
then misled two y e a rs 
because of personal prob- 
lems and injuries 

She missed a few chances 
in I he first set. reaching break- 
point five times in (he inch 
game, yet .Novotna rallied 
each time, including two 
aces, to win the IS-point 
game. 

In the second set. Capriati 
and Novotna exchanged ser- 
vice breaks tn the first two 
games. Then Capriati held 
off no\ otn.i who was at break 

point tu ice in the third game. 

“Whenever I was down. I 
produced -i >me enod servo 
and that's what made the dif- 
ference." N'nvnma said. 

Ciipn.ni broke Novotna in 
the sixth game, anil frustrated 


the 2 1 v-ye.f-«v2 Czech w:*h 
back-C'-back forehand win- 
rcr- ;c ope-, the -evemh 
before wsr.n: “g a* i'".o .uv. 


taking e eae 
N.v.xtra controlled the 


c* •turn: tune ms: 


.even u*::forccc errors -n the 
>e: ;«■ Carrie::’' ' v Tic dii- 
{ ere nee tn the maich was 
CapRJt: fin-king .--/or-I** tn 
break pois:: »onver-iot:s .n: J 
Novotna's strong net game 

“She r..i> edtrilcul: game :.i 
play again-:.'' Capruu said. 
“She d. •CsrtT let }"U get into 
j rhythm. Vo;’’ve got to be 
on to beat her." 

It uu- the third roumamcm 
win this year for Novotna, 
who vidcaicil Ib-yeat-oid 
Swiss sensation Martina 
Hingis in the semifinals. She 
also won at Madrid .is well as 
Zurich this year, and could 
move up to number Jour in 
the rankings. 


successive tournaments 
in France, was looking 
to add the Bcrcy title to 
his grand slam triumph 
at Roland Gamis in 
June. 

“I played probably the 
best match of my life,” 
said the 1 2th-sceded 
Swede, who did not drop 
a set in a tournament that 
sjvx nine seeds including 
number one and holder 
Pete Sampras tumble in 
the second round. 

*1 wjs in a zone today. 
I fell like I couldn’t 
lose." 

Fourth seed 

Katelnikov agreed with 
that assessment, saying: 
“He was on top of me 
from the beginning and 
never gave me a chance 
to conic to the net. 

“When I made good 
shots, he made better 

snots.'' 

Enqvist. wh.i returns to 
the top 10 in the ATP 
world rankings issued on 
Monday, raced to the 
opening set in only 21 
minutes. 

He broke Kafelnikov, 
also llte Lyon title hold- 
er. twice on his way to a 
44) lead 

The Russian, who still 
climbs one place a 


touch. 

Though he won his ser- 
vice emphatically a few 
times and looked like he 
might rum the match in 
his favour. Enqvist 
stamped his authority 
back on the match. 

Enqvist sewed up the 
second set in 32 minutes 
and the match in 87 min- 
utes. serving three of his 
20 aces in the final 
game. 

Katclnikov. who was 
also in the doubles final, 
when he went I -0 up on 
his service in flic open- 
ing game of the third set. 
A service break then 
took him to 3-0. 

But the Swedish num- 
ber one. who leads his 
country at home against 
France in the Davis Cup 
final at the end of (he 
month, broke back in (he 
fifth game. 

Another of Enqvist's 
superb shots to the cor- 
ner was followed by 
another Kafelnikov mis- 
take. the Russian netting 
an easy shot with the 
Swede at his mercy. 

It was a ninth victory 
in 10 finals for Enqvist. 
He beat compatriot 
Magnus Gusiafsson 6-3 
6-2 in Saturday'a semifi- 
nals. while Kafelnikov 
defeated Czech Petr 
Korda 3-6 6-4 6-2. 


■V!! 
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Knicks crash Hornets, Shaq 

l ' , ' 1 ini' 1 Ar .in 

- f . [p* 

scores 35 for Lakers; Spurs lose -,§5-7 


NEW YORK tR) — The 
New York Knicks beat the 
Charlotte Hornets Sunday 
in a laugher, not the 
scowl er predicted between 
Anthony Mason and Larry 
Johnson. 

Patrick Ewing scored 12 
of his 16 points in a first 
quarter the Knicks won hy 
26 points, and New York 
breezed on to a 1 13-86 vic- 
tory in their home opener. 

“Il fell good." Ewing 
said. M Wc clicked on all 
cylinders tonight. Wc were 
moving the hall, playing 
great defence. It was a ter- 
rific game for us. We made 
a conscious effort to play 
great individual defence.” 
John Starks scored 17 as 
the Knicks (2-0) never 
trailed Charlotte ll-ii. 
which lost for the first time 
under new coach Dave 
Co we ns. 

New York shot 65 per- 
cent (. !5-of-23l in the 37- 
1 1 first quarter while hold- 
ing Charlotte to 36 percent 
(5-of-14l. The Knicks led 
70-36 at halftime. 

The game provided an 
opportunity for n con- 
frontation between Mason, 
hitter over, being traded 
from his home town to 
Charlotte and insistent he 
was the better player, and 
Johnson, his high-priced 
replacement on the 
retooled Knicks team. 

But the game was over so 
quickly, nothing much hap- 
pened between the two 
burly forwards. Johnson 
finished with 12 points and 
Mason, who was cheered 
by the Madison Ssquare 
Garden crowd during the 
team introductions, had 10. 

“At first I was intimidat- 
ed by the garden.” Johnson 
said. "I was ready ui play. I 
wasn’t really nervous. I 
just wanted to go out and 
try to put on a show for the 
fans and my team.” 

■ Atir <Los . Angeles. • 
Shaquillc O'Neal had 35 
points and 19 rebounds as 
the Lakers used a 20-2 run 
midway Through the fourth 
quarter to take a 91-85 vic- 
tory over the Minnesota 
Timherwolvcs. 
Eightecn-ycar-old Laker 


Magic acquire Seikaly 
in five-player deal 


p 3 IU 
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in five-player deal 

■ ■"•£)■’ ^ l ' , r ill"! 

ORLANDO (R) — The Orlando Magic, trying to till thc'.V 11 ihen 

i«.r» v... am.!!!.. 1 ’ i^i J 1 -' or.l 


!big gap left by Shaquillc O'Neal’s departure, acquired VriN ^ ^.xard 
| centre Rony Seikaly in a five-player deal with the Golden: . »m ^ J 

| Stale Warriors at the weekend. ^-ker 


uiit r»umv".T m .•->[ 

Orlando also got fonvard/cenier Clifford Rozier and aL,j>N’' ul - 1 .1 

future second-round draft pick from Golden State for for- ' nlt:rL ^ in jhe 


ward Donald Royal and centres Felton Spencer and Jon, V p * ^ inaI1 


Koneak. 


uiu-i iwuwu wm c "ijmj ip lilt r- 

in September. , „,i li^ 1 

Seikaly. a 6-foot- 1 1 (2. 1 1 metres) native of Greece, held. \j ttrlli'- 


first mtcr.ep- 

ii,. Thai - 


> iClKaiy. a D-IWHM I I-. I « incus?; wi uitac. nciO j MI1H'- , 

j out of training camp and missed Golden State s 97-S5 luss i „v uf*^ 1 ‘' ' e ^ 
ui the Clippers. He played his first six seasons in the *f- 

I. ...lik iU., Mtnmi I4^>ai K.»fnn' hi»in*» rff*nlr m it.. . J ihi* E.ikli-S 


! league with the Miami Heat before being dealt to (her E 'J- U ^ 


Warriors exactly two years ago. 1 ' 

j Seikaly averaged 12.1 points and 7.S rebounds in 64 :1 * in . .[(.ntiuhe NrL 

1 kr. U. ■ f.vrr. mieiinn ihf. fiml 14 ivmljuiu i.OO. - .h.< til 0t 


games last year be fore missing the final 15 contests with ^ fiUr> jheaJ x't 
a thumb injury. He averaged 14.S points and 9.8 rebounds a n*J 
over 539 career games. _ , pl! r-aani e wsn 


: over 539 career games. 

i “With so few options available, we’re delighted ro get a’ 
I player of Rony’s calibre to anchor us at the centre posi- 


J player of Rony's calibre to anchor us at the centre posi-. t f, en! for i^'^ r 
: tion." said Magic ccneral manueer John Gabriel. “He coach 


: along with Clifford will give us added size and experience - . - vie talked 

| in the t'rontcoun." : ■-**/, ur nuk- 

! Rozier began his third NBA season by going scoreless T G. rii: of o-.tr 
] in five minutes off the bench. The 6-fnoi- II (2.11 metres j: l0 v m 

; former first- round draft pick averaged 5.1 points and 5.5 . 

rebounds over 1 25 contests his first two seasons. ■<“ . njk | u . j 

; Seikaly and Rozier will he with die team when Orlando n- 

: travels to Tofcvo to meet the New Jersey Ncls this * • 1 ‘* ..,.h 

1 . . . ...iinuhi'V* Li'.U-i. 


Thursday and Friday. 


guard Kobe Bryant became 
the youngest player to 
appear in an NBA game. 
He missed his onl\ shot 
and grabbed cine rebound 
in six minutes. 

Tom (iuglicMta registered 
26 poinm and 14 rebounds, 
and Kevin Garnett and 
James Robinson scored 12 
points apiece for the 
Timherwolvcs. 

In San Antonio. Riekx 
Pierce scored 15 points to 
lead a balanced attack and 
ihc Denver Nuggets did not 
allow a basket for 1 1 min- 
utes in the first half of an 
88-79 . victory over the 
punchless Spurs. 

Antonio McDyess added 
13 points and Laphonso 
Ellis 12 for the Nuggets, 
who snapped an eight- 
game losing streak loathe 
Spurs. Denver led by as 
many as 20 points. 


Elliott 


"i.l-n'i think 
scored 17 lkr !^ ,njt 


points and Avery Johnsson Ai ,,, " UlL * v ,n 
added 14 for the Spun, J,) ’ ev " iV ' 


who again played withaui . jvhjll ai ill- 
injured All-Star Centre 
David Robinson and made -sw fomplcteo i 
a team record-low nine f" r - 1 ■ 
baskets in the first half j -ucbdoVin. jnJ ran 
The two-time defending . c for Philadelphia 
Midwest Division charnpi- ntdieJ iyr 
ons have lost their first ruo .sad a TP "» 24 
games for just the second 
time since joining the NBA :.rn- 21-wf-33 t'-.T 
in 1976. ''rnnh nijhed !>t 

Reserves Dominique .j, jnd two touen- 
Wilkins and Vernon | cjmes. 
Maxwell, signed u> give ji*. [unck Holme: 
San Antonio an offensive * ; , ir u: \ ar .j. .irj 
boost, were a combined 2- The.-- 

pf-22 from the field.,, r w ajjed t,r 
In Vancouver Chris iiVW a , , he hl |s 
Mullrn scored 24 rBinls. ;<1 

including ihc lS.OOOlh "f. !l | 1( ViVhmsi.n 
his career, to lead the _ n. |- 
Golden State Warriors to a . ... .. 

105-95 win over the . L ™ i - ' 
Grizzlies, - r f 



'J;. iiB 1 u -fr. r -2 ? 
’ and rjn 
I'T the bi I |v ir.-3 1 
ItM i var-j-. on 
■"ai and Maxed uco 
: R e« lead unh 
Buif'alo had 
-Ad; louchdoxin*. 


players 

World 


V't" ? 0he BO“l ' R l puvl.cv through tenmmutc Eidcn CampM 
Timherwolvcs Cherokee Parks in the first period of their NBA 
maUhup m Inglewood, ( A. At the age of 18. Bryant made his regular season deb* 
as thi youngest player in the NBA (Reuters photo) 


CINEMA TEL634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


CINEMA 


7EL593238 

PLAZA 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


Philadelphia 1 

Tom Cruise ... in 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15 . 8:30. 10 20 

Philadelphia 2 

SABRINA 


CONCORD 


Amraotin Theatre & Cinema 
TEL: 61 8274 - 618275 


CONCORD “1 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


INDEPENDENCE DAY 

?!n Dolby siereo) 


INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(In Dolby stereo) 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:45 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 3:15. 10:45 


Shows: 12-30. 3:30. 6:15 . 8:30. 10:30 


CONCORD “2” 

DISCLOSURE 

Shovv-s; 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:30 


| Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

■ Mahmoud Saimeh 

& Hussein Tubishat 
Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


Arab Human Rights 



At 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Friday & Saturday 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 



emb 
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Eagles beat Cowboys on end-zone interception for TD 


DALLAS (R) — The 
Philadelphia Eagles beat the 
Dallas Cowboys 31-21 Sun- 
day on the kind of play 
defences dream about: an 
cad-zone interception, a run 
to daylight, a lateral and a 
90 -yard touchdown scam- 
per. 

Trailing 24-21. Dallas had 
the ball lst-and-goal at the 
Eagles’ 3-yard line with 1 : 16 
to go in the fourth quarter. 


; Scik, 
r dem: 

agic tf,,- 

S n * ’Gi to 6° m U1C iuurul q 
: deaf v Tlie Eagle defence held 
** "’'ih^p.Emniin Smith for just one 
niff Syard on first down, then 

G-»n!? ' stuffed him for a one-yard 

frnn c n ^iL loSS. 

> OD ^ Pinter On third down. linebacker 
■ %-James Willis intercepted a 

re they Wer pass by Troy Aikman in the 
_ m inicifwv end zone, ran out to the 10, 
)Ver the sunwr then lateraled to Troy Vin- 
cm-ending cent, who raced 90 yards for 
1 a touchdown with 22 sec- 



mtercep- 

ma Seas^'v.tion,' sata wuiis. “That’s 
e being ^ r f . big. I was loo tired to keep 
, _ 0 \ it, though.” 

i 7.S reb( 4 ^ . The win moved the Eagles 
final 15 coiner '(7-2) into a first-place tie 
tnts and 9.W - with Washington in the NFC 
- East, two games ahead of 
i’re delishied Dallas (5-4), and snapped 
as at the ceJI Dallas’s four-game win 
r J ?hn -streak. 

d size and ^d- ; 

^ quarters,” said Eagles coacb 
a by a u j nil , ‘ Ray Rhodes. “We talked 
foot’-]* about stepping up and mak- 

3d 5.1 poiflu 6 ; iag plays. The theme of our 
two seasons. 

3 ^am when & 

:W ^ er se\ 


“We fought them for four 


1 Elliun 
and A-.er\ J, e 
14 fur thj- ; 
gain played t 
i All-Star t 
Robir-.i-.ri jaj- 
n rc... r u-i,«- 
s in the fi r , 
wo-tnrie iiv 
-St Di \ 
ve lost thcL'ir. 
for juM ill; • 
nee joinincii. 
6. 

rves Lvt: 
$ and 
-11. signed • 
ntoniu jn i. . 
were a lvut 
rom the lid 
Vanower. 
seared 24- 
ng the l.r'V 
ireer. to It 
t State Ham: 
u in •.'»£ 
es. 



team is to find a way to win 
every week.” 

“Today, we snatched 
defeat from the jaws of vic- 
tory." said Cowboys coach 
Barry Switzer. “I don’t think 
there was anyone here thar 
didn't think we would win 
the game with 40 seconds 
left and the ball at the 3-yard 
line.” 

Ty Detmer completed 19- 
of-33 passes for 217 yards 
and a touchdown, and ran 
for a score for Philadelphia. 
Ricky Watters rushed for 
116 yards and a TD on 24 
carries. 

Aikman was 2l-of-33 for 
189 yards. Smith rushed for 
113 yards and two touch- 
downs on 24 carries. 

In Buffalo, Darick Holmes 
rushed for 122 yards and 
- fitEee^oUtihdowiis and Thur- 
man Thomas' 1,1 added 107 
yards and a score as the bills 
ended the seven-game win 
streak of the Washington 
Redskins, 38-13. 

Jim Kelly was 19-for-23 
for 206 yards and also ran 
for a score for the bills (6-3), 
.who amassed 266 yards on 
ground and stayed tied 
E$the afe east lead with 
^England. Buffalo had 
gl^rushing touchdowns. 


tying a team record. 

“I guess I’m not dead yet,” 
joked Kelly, “but seriously 
the running game with Dar- 
ick and Thurman Thomas 
made it easy for me.” 

In Indianapolis, the San 
Diego Chargers intercepted 
Jim Harbaugh four times 
and John Carney kicked four 
field goals in a 26-19 victory 
over die Colts. 

“We didn’t get the job 
done," said Harbaugh. 

Sean Salisbury made his 
second straight scan at quar- 
terback for the injured Stan 
Humphries and passed for 
237 yards and two touch- 
downs with no interceptions 
for San Diego. 

At New England, Drew 
Bledsoe threw for 419 yards 
and three touchdowns, two 
of them to tight end Ben 
Coates, and Curtis Martin 
added three scoring plunges 
as the Patriots beat the 
Miami Dolphins 42-23. 

Bledsoe, who was 30-for- 
41, gave New England a 
momentum-building 21-17 
lead midway through the 
third quaner when he hit 
Coates for a 23-yard score 
after a controversial fumble 
call against Miami’s Karim 
Abdul-Jabbar, who ran for 
1 04 yards on 29 carries. 

In Green Bay, Brett favre 
threw fourTD passes — two 
to Terry Mickens — and 
spoiled the return of Don 
Majkowski to 'Lambeau 
Field as the Packers beat the 
Detroit Lions 28- L8. 

Majkowski, starting for 
the injured Scott Mitchell 
for Detroit, was quarterback 
of the Packers from 1987- 
92. 

Green Bay (8-1) has won 
five straight. 

In Atlanta, the Falcons (1- 
8) became the last NFL team 
to win this season, beating 
the Carolina Panthers 20-17 
as Jamal Anderson ran for 
109 yards and a touchdown. 

In Seattle, defensive end 
Michael McCrary blocked a 
field goal, scooped it up and 
lateraled to Robert Black- 
mon, who returned it 61 
yards for a touchdown with 
four seconds left to lift the 
•Seahawks'-past- the Houston . 
Oilers, 23-16. 

At Minnesota, Greg Hill 
ran for two touchdowns in a 
25-second span late in the 
fourth quarter as the Kansas 
Citv Chiefs beat the Vikings 
21 - 6 . 

Minnesota played without 
starting quarterback Warren 
Moon and running back 
Robert Smith. 

At New York, Brad 
Daluiso kicked three field 
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Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Derrick Walker (82) can't quite reach a pass as 
Minnesota V iking s linebacker Jeff Brady (50) defends in the first quarter of their 
NFL game at the Metrodome (Reuters photo) 


goals and back-up quarter- 
back Danny Kane! I, inserted 
when Dave Brown suffered 
back spasms after a first- 
quarter sack, threw his first 
career touchdown as the 
Giants beat the Arizona Car- 
dinals 16-8. 

In Pittsburgh, Jerome Bet- 
tis rushed for 129 yards and 
two touchdowns in his first 
game against his former 
team and quarterback 
Kordeli Stewart added a pair 
of scoring runs as the steel- 
»ers crushed .the St-Louif 
Rams 42=6. - -ilium;,.. 

In Chicago, Raymont Har- 
ris ran for 118 yards and 
scored on a one-yard plunge 
midway through the third 
quarter, taking advantage of 
Errict Rhett's fumble, as the 
Bears edged the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers 13-10. 

In Baltimore, Doug Pel- 
ffey’s third field goal of the 
game, a 34-yarder as time 
expired, gave the Cincinnati 


Bengals a come-from- 
behind 24-21 triumph over 
the Ravens. 

Cincinnati erased a 21-3 
halftime deficit. 

In New Orleans. Jerry 
Rice reached another mile- 
stone with his 1.000th career 
reception and Steve Young 
ran and threw for touch- 
downs, leading the San 
Francisco 49ers to a 24-17 


victory over the Saints. 

Rice, who holds NFL 
records in catches, yards and 
touchdowns, caught a nine- 
yard pass before stepping 
out of bounds at the New 
Orleans 2-yard line for his 
1,000th catch. On 4th-and- 1 . 
young scored on a quarter- 
back sneak to give the 49ers 
a 24-14 advantage 3:29 into 
the fourth quarter. 
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players 
TP World 
ampionship 


gRIS (R) — For a touma- 
ebt that saw 14 seeds turn- 
s’ by midweek, the Paris 
n won by Swede 
Thomas Enqvist on Sunday 
had surprisingly little effect 
.oiLthe field for the ATP 
££nfel Championship in two 
peks. 

Sinttgart Open Winner 
oris Becker. Olympic gold 
^medalist Andre Agassi and 
j^Vhnbledon champion 
Pf^fUchaid Krajicek occupied 
the three undecided berths 
before the seeds came into 
the tournament at Bercy in 
the second round Tuesday. 

With South African Wayne 
Ferreira losing in the third 
v_rotj.nd at Bercy, the ATP 
announced that Becker's 
place in the eight-player 
!bdd Championship in 
(over starring on Novem- 
i9 was safe. 

then secured his 
when Krajicek pulled 
Hout-tff uae Stockholm Open 
sore knee. The Dutch- 
tthan. '(remains vulnerable in 
^ rightb place. 

(a/FX* Ferreira must reach at least 
'.the final in Stockholm in 
order to overtake Krajicek 
and qualify, the ATP said. 

American. Todd Martin, 
seeded second in Stockholm, 
Chilean Marcelo Rios, who 
is playing in the Santiago 
Open, . or Enqvist could 
break in to the reserve berth 
tvitfa good results this week. 

The Hanover qualifiers so 
kr are world No. 1 Pete 
Michael Chang. 
Goran Ivanise- 



^Agassi 


- C ° 

a RiS^ SSL! 
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40l^ 5 


t'tc, Muster, 
Agassi! 


Becker and 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consisting of 3 bedroom, salon, dining area, 
glassed-in veranda, 2 bathrooms, kitchen, 
separate central heating, air-condition, solar 
heater. Excellent furniture. 

Overlooking location in Western Shmeisani, near 
Middle East Hotel. 

Call Tel: 5538485 or 810674 Amman 


Apartment For Rent In Abdoun 

1st floor apartment. Consisting of 3 
bedrooms (one master), L-shaped guest, 
dining & sitting, kitchen, 3 bathrooms, 
central heating, balcony. 

Please call Tel: 811606 - 824939 


Business Partners Wanted 

(Male or female) American / 
German / Lebanese / Japanese 
citizens to start Herbal Treatment 
Exports, another big business 
project. 

Contact Lucky Mohotti 

5521806 


Deluxe Apt. For Rent In Abdoun 


1st floor, 3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, salon, 
dining room, sitting room, spacious kitchen & veranda. 
Separate utilities with garage and telephone line. 
Location: Abdoun, Orthodox Club Street, behind Taqtacj 
Pharmacy. Annual rent JD 3,800. 

Call Tel: 817264 



Jordan Phosphate Mines Co., Ltd. 

announces the invitation to tender 
No.: 29 F/96 

JPMC announces the Invitation to bid No. 

29F/96, for the supply of:- 

((14,000 METRIC TONNES OF POROUS 
PRILLED AMMONIUM NITRATE)) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 
p m local time Thursday, 21st November, 1996. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD 
(150) for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Monday, 2nd December, 1996. 

Sameh Madam 
Managing Director 


TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Telecommunications Regulatory ' 
Commission 

The Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
(TRC) of Jordan announces that it has released a Call 
for Tenders for a second national public paging 
licence. The new service operator will compete with 
the existing licensee, Jordan Radio Paging (JRP). . ! 
Following consultation with the industry, the TRC 
issued the Call for Tenders dated November 4, 1996 
(TRC Call 1996-1), which sets out the process that 
the TRC will follow in awarding the new licence. The 
process consists of two phases. During the first 
phase, a special tender evaluation committee will 
review the technical aspects of the submissions from 
all applicants. Those applicants who successfully 
pass this phase will participate in the second phase, 
in which their sealed financial proposals will be 
opened at a meeting of all qualifying applicants. The 
applicant offering the highest licence acquisition fee 
will be invited to sign a licence agreement to provide 
the paging service. 

Parties interested in applying for the new paging 
licence may obtain a copy of the Call for Tenders from 
the TRC upon payment of JD 1500 before 
December 5, 1 996. The deadline for the submission 
of applications is February 4, 1997. 

For a copy of TRC Call 1996-1. or for further 
information, contact: 

The Office of the Director General 
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
P.O. Box 850967, Amman 11185, Jordan 
Telephone (962) 6-866231 - Fax (962) 6-863641 


Amman to host 50th World 
Bodybuilding Championships 

Hasanein heads 10-man Jordanian team 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 
national body-building 
team was narrowed down 
to ten competitors Mon- 
day following their final 
rehearsal before the 50th 
World Amateur Body- 
building Championships 
open here next week. 

As host country, Jordan 
will be allowed to enter 10 
players with only the five 
best results counting 
towards the final overall 
score when the competi- 
tion gets underway Nov. 
14. 

The Kingdom’s best 


chance in the champi- 
onship comes in the over 
90-kilogramme category 
which will be headed by 
the most experienced of 
the Kingdom's athletes 
and a holder of many 
world-class titles — 
Mustafa Hasanein. 

The entrants in the rest 
of the categories came as 
follows: 

65 -kilogrammes: 

Ibrahim Srour 

70-kilogrammes: Akram 
Salem, NasraUah Mah- 
moud 

80-kilogrammes: Bilal 

Abu Rajouh 

90-kilogrammes: Ahmad 
Sa afeen, Naseem Farid, 


Khalil Dabaj 
Over 90-kilogrammes: 
Mustafa Hasanein, Hasan 
Anani, Firas Abdul Malek. 

SixtyrEune countries will 
be taking part in the first 
world championship to be 
hosted by Jordan. 

Teams are expected to 
start arriving in Amman 
Nov. 12. The weigh-in and 
testing will be held the fol- 
lowing day when the 
International Congress of 
the Body-building Federa- 
tion holds its meeting. 

Competition will begin 
at the Sports Palace Nov. 
14 and the final round will 
conclude the champi- 
onship Friday Nov. 1 5. 


Wihdat knock out Hussein 
in Jordan Cup semifinal 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Premier League titlehold- 
ers AI Wihdat Monday beat A1 Hussein 
2-1 to advance to the final match of the 
Jordan Cup competition. 

The loss meant another title blow for 
Al Hussein whose only major title in 
the past years was the 1994 Federation 
Shield. 

Two of the 1996 competitions — the 
Cup winners Cup and Federation 


Shield have already been won by AI 
Faisali and AJ Ramtha. That leaves 
only the Premier League title up for 
grabs. Al Faisali led the 10-team stand- 
ings at the end of the first round of the 
competition which resumes Nov. 26. 

The other Jordan Cup semifinal 
groups Al Ramtha and Al Ahli in Irbid 
Tuesday. Al Ahli will be going into the 
Irbid match with high spirits after their 
2-1 win over nine-time competition 
record holders AI Faisali. 


United States beat Guatemala 
in World Cup qualifier 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The United States, which 
surprised the soccer world 
by reaching the second 
round of the 1994 World 
Cup, took its first step 
towards the 1998 champi- 
onship Sunday, beating 
Guatemala 2-0: 

A second-half goal from 
leading scorer Eric 
Wynalda and a late tally 
by Brian McBride — his 
fust international score — 
were enough to carry the 
Americans through in 
their first CONCACAF 
Group A qualifying 
match. 

The win put the United 
States atop Group A in the 
semifinal qualifying 
round to decide the three 
teams from the North 
America, Central America 
and Caribbean region that 
will advance to France 
1998. 

A tough Guatemalan 
team, which has one point 


from a 1-1 draw away to 
Trinidad and Tobago, was 
playing its first match 
since 84 fans were 
crushed to death three 
weeks ago in a stampede 
before the qualifying 
match againstGosta Ric£ 

The U.S. Team, playing 
with only three defenders 
at the back and prodded 
forward by midfielders 
Claudio Reyna, Tab 
Ramos and John Harkes, 
found it difficult to find a 
rhythm in the chilly sun- 
shine at RFK Stadium. 

But they broke through 
ten minutes into the sec- 
ond half when Reyna 
found space on the left 
wing to swing in a cross 
over the head of 
Guatemalan ‘defender 
Eduardo Acevedo. The 
ball fell sweetly for 
Wynalda on the edge of 
the goal area and he 
brought it down with his 
right foot before sliding a 


left-foot shot low past 
keeper Edgar Estrada. 

It was Wynalda, who has 
scored more goals that 
any other U.S. 
International, who laid on 
the clincher for McBride a 
minute from the end. 

Guatemala threatened 
early in the game and 
twice Martin Machou 
came close, forcing Kasey 
Keller to tip his shot from 
10 years over the bar. 

The Guatemalan players 
were wearing black arm- 
bands in remembrance of 
the 84 fans crushed to 
death three weeks ago. 

The United States Soc- 
cer Federation has 
pledged to donate $25,000 
to the disaster relief effort. 

The United States plays 
its next World Cup quali- 
fier next Sunday against 
Trinidad and Tobago in 
Richmond, Virginia. 
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Australian education is recognized as amongst the 
Best in the u*orh£ 

Australian universities offer attractive, peaceful and 
stimulation environment for the international students. 
Courses offered cover wide and comprehensive range of 
subjects atfoundation, diploma, 
undergraduate, post graduate and doctorate levels . 

‘ Representatives often leading Australian universities will 
visit Jordan on 5th 6th of November to answer your questions. 
Conte and meet us ! 

At AlWaha (Ballroom, Marriott Hotel 
( Between 4:00 p.m. e£ 9:00p.m. 


I 


Supported by : 


Australian ‘trade Commission 


: fordetails call^uBa Sarayrah 
Austrade 

<M : 698971 - 703620 - 703621 
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Israel planning two 
new W. Bank 



IN MEMORY: Yitzhak Rabin's widow Leah i right), his daughter Dalia (second left ), granddaughter Noa (left), and 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechal dedicate a statue in memory of the assassinated Israeli prime minister at the Israeli 
defence ministry' and army's general command headquarters in Tel Aviv on Monday on the eve of the Erst anniversary of 
Rabin's murder. The camp was renamed Yitzhak Rabin General Command Base (Reuters photo) 

Israel seeks Western help to 
press Iran, Syria over ‘threats’ 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Infrastructures Minister 
Ariel Sharon plans to build 
two Jewish cities in the 
West Bank that would brine: 
100,000 more settlers 10 
the occupied territory, a 
spokesman said Monday. 

The project — the most 
ambitious so far by Mr. 
Sharon, mastermind of a 
large settlement construc- 
tion drive in the early 1990s 
— has not yer been 
approved by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

If builr. the two cities 
would nearby double the 
Jewish settler population, 
which now stands at 

145.000, and make it 
increasingly difficult for the 
Palestinians to establish a 
state in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Relations between Israel's 
hardline government and 
the Palestinians have be- 
come increasingly strained, 
particularly because of Mr. 
Netanyahu's plans to ex- 
pand settlements and be- 
cause of a deadlock in talks 
over an Israeli troop pull- 
back from Hebron. 

The two new Jewish cities 
would be built by expand- 
ing existing settlements and 
eventually merging them, 
said Mr. Sharon who. as 
housing minister in the 
early 1990s. oversaw Is- 
rael’s largest settlement 
construction drive. Mr. 
Sharon and Deputy’ Hou- 
sing Minister Meir Porush 
have set up a special admin- 
istration for the project. 

During a tour of the West 
Bank on Sunday. Mr. 
Sharon told settlers 21.000 
houses can be added to the 
existing settlements there, 
and can be linked with 
roads to form a "continuity 
of settlement." The number 
of settlers would be over 

100.000. 

One of the towns, Kiryat 
Sefer. will be just inside the 


WASHINGTON iR) — 
With Israeli-Palestinian 
peace in turmoil, popular 
strife simmering behind the 
thrones of the Gulf, and Iran 
and Iraq still defiant, the 
Middle East is looking to 
Washington. 

Friends and foes wonder 
what President Bill Clinton 
plans for the world’s most 
unstable region if. as pre- 
dicted by polls, he wins a 
second term this week. 

Arabs, frustrated by 
delays in implementing 
Palestinian self-rule, hope 
he will "get tough” on 
Israel. The Jewish slate and 
some of its supporters in the 
United States want Mr. 
Clinton to further box in 
Iraq's Saddam Hussein and 
isolate Iran. 

Much will depend on 
whether Mr. Clinton veers 
off the domestic issues 
which brought him to power 
and tries to leave his mark 
on history through a foreign 
policy triumph. " 

Russia. China. Bosnia all 
have a claim to presidential 
attention ahead of the 
Middle East but the region 
has a fascination for would- 
be statesmen and 
Washington has already 
invested heavily in Israeli- 
Arab peace. 

The First indication of any 
shift will be in Mr. Clinton's 
appointment of a secretary 

of state to replace Warren 
Christopher who is widely 
expecied to retire. 

Richard Holbrooke, the 
U.S. mediator on Bosnia, 
would bring a radical shift, 
not least in style, but he is a 
long shot, political analysts 
believe. 

Anthony Lake, the nation- 
al security adviser, would 
also mean change. 

The from runner among 
Washington pundits, how- 
ever. is United Nations 
Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright who spells conti- 
nuity. 

"I doubt there will be any 
major change in our 
approach to the Middle 
East." a U.S. official said. 
“With the demise of the 
Soviet Union as a super- 
power Ihe Israeli- 


West Bank, half way 
between Jerusalem and Tel 
Aviv. The other consists of a 
chain of five small moun- 
tain settlements, deeper 
inside the WesL Bank. 

"There is enough land for 
10.000 to 1 1,000 additional 
homes at Kiryat Sefer. and 
there is. enough land in the 
area of Dolev and Nahliel, 
the eastern choiri as it is 
called, for roughly 12.000 
more apartments," Mr. 
Sharon’s spokesman. Raa- 
nan Gissin. said Monday. 

"If the building is carried 
out in accordance (with the 
masterplan) it will be possi- 
ble to achieve two cities." 
Mr. Gissin told the 
Associated Press. 

Mr. Sharon told settlers in 
Nahliel the area was impor- 
tant not only as pan of the 
“Biblical land of Israel " but 
also strategically. “They 
have a security importance 
of the highest order." he 
said. 

"There is enougb room for 
both the Jewish and the 
Arab population." Mr. 
Sharon added 

Palestinian land expert 
Khader Shkirat said Mon- 
day that if built, the two 
cities would prevent the cre- 
ation of a Palestinian state. 
"There will be no territorial 
continuity between the Pa- 
lestinian cities in the West 
Bank.” Mr. Shkirat said. 

In spite of Mr. Sharon's 
announcement, the settlers 
council launched a series of 
protests against the Netan- 
yahu government saying it 
had not lived up to cam- 
paign promises to expand 
Jewish settlements. 

"We have no choice but to 
tell this government loud 
and clear 'this is not what 
you promised before the 
elections." said council 
spokesman Aharon Domb. 

Jewish settlers in the West 
Bank city of Hebron 
announced Monday that 


Palestinian conflict is no 
longer the trigger for world 
war three. There is no 
urgency for a change," the 
official said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

A majority of foreign pol- 
icy analysts in Washington 
agree. 

“The big picture won't 
change," said Yahya 
Sadowski. a Middle East 
specialist at the Brookings 
Institution. 

"Domestic policy is the 
first priority. Clinton only 
puts energy into foreign 
policy when it becomes a 
hot issue domestically 
...like Bosnia." he said. 

Mr. Clinton has invested 
most lime in the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace deal 
which has started to fray 
since the May election of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. Some 

Palestinians and American 
Jews believe Mr. Clinton 
will lean on Mr. Netanyahu 
to restart implementation of 
the 1993 Oslo self-rale 
accord, which is snagged on 
Israel's reluctance to with- 
draw. from the West Bank 
city of Hebron. 

“The screws will be 
turned on the day after the 
election," says Dob 
Zakheim. a former 
Pentagon official and Israel 
analyst. “Clinton does not 
like to be rebuffed.” 

Mr. Clinton has enormous 
political, financial and mili- 
tary leverage over Israel but 
most analysts and pro-Israel 
lobbyists doubt he wants to 
use it. 

“The notion that the 
United Stares can force the 
Israeli prime minister is 
wishful thinking," says 
Judith Kipper, "a Middle 
East analyst at the Centre 
for Strategic and 
international Studies 
“Clinton will not put pres- 
sure on a friend, it’s not his 
style," adds an Israel lob- 
byist on Capitol Hill. 

Ms. Kipper notes that Mr. 
Clinton kept the same 
Middle East team of advis- 
ers as George Bush. Based 
on their record she argues 
For a change. 

“Policy-makers are not 


‘cities’ 

they planned to build a $2 
million apartment building 
in the city's Avraham Avinu 
settler compound The set- 
tlers said they still awaited 
final approval to begin con- 
struction. 

The announcement was 
likely to further increase 
tensions in the city of 450 
settlers and 120.000 
Palestinians. 

The anti-settlement move- 
ment Peace Now denounced 
Mr. Sharon's plan, which it 
said is part of a scheme to 
create a settlement corridor 
running from the Kiryat 
Sefer region along the green 
line to Jerusalem. 

The Netanyahu govern- 
ment which came to office 
in June, announced in 
August that it was lifting a 
four-year-old freeze on set- 
tlement expansion. 

But at the time Mr. Netan- 
yahu stressed the decision 
In the short -term concerned 
enlarging existing settle- 
ments and not creating new’ 
Jewish colonies in the 
Palestinian areas. 

The defence ministry was 
given authority for approv- 
ing settlement projects and 
has since authorised con- 
struction of several thou- 
sand housing unirs around 
Jerusalem and along the 
green line. 

These decisions have 
drawn angry protests from 
Palestinians and criticism 
from foreign governments, 
including the United States 
and the European Union, 
which say settlement expan- 
sion violates the spirit of 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
accords. 

Settlement leaders howev- 
er have complained about 
the relative timidity of the 
new government's policy, 
saying their requests for 
tens of thousands of new 
homes in areas throughout 
the territories have gone 
largely unanswered. 


looking over the horizon 
beyond Hebron...Change is 
possible but it depends on 
the team," she said. The 
stalling of the peace process 
had undermined U.S. credi- 
bility and, more important, 
eroded Palestinian confi- 
dence. "You don't get that 
back overnight." she said. 

U.S. officials counter that 
Washington cannot take the 
lead. “We can't want peace 
more than the parties them- 
selves," one said. 

The administration’s 
focus on Oslo means 
Washington is not heeding 
the threat to its interests 
from growing instability 
and economic woes in the 
Gulf, some analysts say. 

“In the Gulf we are squab- 
bling with our allies and 
beefing up our enemies,” 
Mr. Sadowski argues. 

Some say Washington is 
insensitive to the political 
and financial burden it 
places on Gulf states which 
have shelled out an estimat- 
ed $900 billion on security 
and U.S. arms since the 
1991 Gulf war. 

“We are making the Gulf 
pay for its security, making 
them buy arms... .Yet the 
biggest threat ro Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait is inter- 
nal,” Mr. Sadowksi said. 

'“We are dealing with gov- 
ernments with a crisis of 
legitimacy." Ms. Kipper 
said. The two mainstays of 
U.S. policy — urging Gulf 
countries to recognise Israel 
and have them accept and 
pay for the U.S. as regional 
policeman — are driving a 
wedge between rulers and 
ruled, she argues. 

Many analysts urge a sec- 
ond-term Clinton to amend 
his “dual containment" 
policy of isolating Iran and 
Iraq. 

“Dual containment is not 
a policy but an admission 
that we doo’t have a poli- 
cy." said James Zogby of 
the Arab American Institute. 

“Dual containment is a 
slogan more than a policy." 
Ms. Kipper agrees. "It's not 
working because they are 
not contained." 


Sudan, 
Uganda 
sign draft 
document 
to settle 
differences 

TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
The foreign ministers of 
Sudan and Uganda signed a 
draft peace agreement 
Monday intended to end 
the two neighbours' hostil- 
ities over the harbouring of 
rebels, Tehran Radio 
reported. 

The agreement was medi- 
ated by Iran, which has 
close ties with the also- 
Islamic government of 
Sudan. 

The accord will become 
final after ratification by 
the Sudanese and Ugandan 
heads of state at a 
December meeting in the 
Ugandan . capital of 
Kampala, the Tehran 
broadcast said. 

Iranian President 

Hashemi Rafsanjani 
attended the signing of the 
agreement. Details of the 
accord were not provided. 

Uganda and Sudan have 
since 1989 accused each 
other of arming and shel- 
tering rebels fighting their 
governments. The feud cul- 
minated in April 1995, 
when Kampala broke 
diplomatic relations with 
Khartoum. 

Last month, the two 
agreed to joint border mon- 
itoring teams as part of an 
Iranian-brokered agree- 
ment and foreign ministers 
from the two impoverished 
nations opened peace talks 
in Tehran Sunday, with 
Malawi attending as an 
observer. 

*’ Developments up to 
now indicate that the two 
sides are committed to the 
agreements which • have 
been reached, and it is in 
the interest of the two 
countries to have sincere 
relations," said Sudan's 
foreign minister, Ali 
Osman Mohamad Taha. 

Uganda accuses Sudan of 
aiding two rebel groups in 
western and northwestern 
Uganda that are fighting ro 
overthrow President 
Vowed Museveni's govern- 
ment. 

Sudan denies the charge 
and says Uganda supports 
the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army, which' 
has fought successive 
Khartoum governments 
since 1983 to gain autono- 
my for the mainly animist 
and Christian south. 

The Two sides will meet 
in the Ugandan capital in 
December to “evaluate the 
latest progress made and 
take decisions on taking 
further steps," a final com- 
munique said without giv- 
ing the exact date. 

Mr. Museveni told a press 
conference last week that 
Uganda was not serious 
about signing an agreement 
with Khartoum, which he 
accused of violating earli- 
er accords. 


TEL AVIV t AFP)— In an 
unusual bid to prevent 
expected suicide arracks by 
the Islamic Jihad move- 
ment Israel has as! ?d 
Western governments to 
pressure Iran and Syria ro 
intervene with the group, 
officials said Monday. 

Mr. Netanyahu asked 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl and U.S. Ambassador 
Martin Indyk to intervene 
with Tehran and Damascus 
to block an attack by 
Islamic Jihad, which Israel 
says receives support from 
both governments, officials 
in the prime minister’s 
office said. 

Israel also asked France 
for help in the effort to 
bring outside pressure to 
bear on groups planning 
anti-Israeli attacks, they 
said. 

“We have reliable infor- 
mation about the involve- 
ment of foreign elements in 
the preparation of attacks 
designed to sabotage the 
peace process." Mr. Netan- 
yahu told a press conference 
on Sunday, referring to on- 
going negotiations on ex- 
tending Palestinian self- 
rule. 

Netanyahu spokesman 
David Bar-Wan would not 
confirm the details in Mon- 
day's newspaper reports, 
but said there was evidence 
militants planning the 
attacks were getting help. 

‘The obvious implication 
of our warnings and our 
appeals is that there are two 
countries involved here," 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Sudanese opposition is 
determined to wage a "war 
of attrition" against the 
Islamic government in 
Khartoum, a spokesman for 
the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) has said. 

“It will be a hot winter in 
Sudan because as soon as 
the dry season starts in 
December military opera- 
tions will resume on the 
southern front and three 
other fronts," NDA 
Secretary General Mubarak 
A1 Fadel A1 Mahdi told 
AFP. 

The NDA groups the 
northern opposition as well 
as southern rebels, who are 
opposed to the military- 
Islamic govemmenr of 
Sudanese General Omar A1 
Bashir which has been in 
power since a 1989 coup. 

“The Sudanese opposition 
will prove this year that it 
means business and will no 
longer limit itself to media 
campaigns against the 
Islamic regime." Mr. Mahdi 
said. 

“The NDA will launch 
military operations on the 
southern • front, the eastern 
front as well as the western 
front and the Blue Nile," he 
said. 

“These operations will be 


Mr. Bar-Wan told the 
Associated Press. "We 
would not go to the extent 
of appealing to the countries 
involved unless we had sub- 
stantial evidence." 

Israel’s security forces 
have been on high alert fol- 
lowing warnings last month 
that Islamic Jihad planned 
to carry out a bombing 
arrack and were already in 
Israel. 

Taking unprecedented 
measures, police set up 
checkpoints on the outskirts 
of Tel Aviv and patrolled 
shopping malls. On Sunday, 
motorists were delayed for 
as much as three hours as 
traffic came to a standstill 
on the Jerusalera-Tel Aviv 
highway. 

The Haaretz daily said 
police barred cars from a 
20-metre radius around 
Shalom Tower, an office hi- 
rise in downtown Tel Aviv. 
Security directors at hotels 
in the Tel Aviv area were 
asked to check suspicious 
guests closely and to keep 
an eye on cars parked in 
hotel parking lots, the report 
said. 

The security measures 
reportedly cost Israel’s 
economy between $ 1 6. 1 
million and $22.5 millio n a 
day. Mr. Bar-Wan said 
many of the losses were 
recoverable, such as making 
up lost work hours. 

Mr. Bar-IIlan said the 
warnings about attacks were 
“extremely specific” and 
that Israelis would have to 
live with checkpoints and 


led by John Garang, the 
commander of the Sudan 
Peoples Liberation Army 
(SPLA) who heads the 
‘joint military leadership' of 
the military wings of seven 
opposition factions," Mr. 
Mahdi said. 

Creation of the new mili- 
tary leadership was 
announced last week at the 
end of a meeting of opposi- 
tion movements in Asmara. 

The NDA decided in June 
1995 to set up a unified mil- 
itary leadership "but it took 
16 months to carry out this 
decision," Mr. Mahdi said. 

“For the first time a mili- 
tary front will spread from 
Port Sudan, in the northeast, 
to Nimule in the south." Mr. 
Mahdi said. 

He stressed that the east- 
ern and Blue Nile were 
"extremely important, both 
for economic and strategic 
reasons.” 

“These two regions are 
close to the centre of power 
and are home to vital instal- 
lations.'' he said, adding that 
Port Sudan, an oil pipeline 
and a railway were all locat- 
ed in the eastern region. 

“The country’s oil sup- 
plies depend on the eastern 
region,*' Mr. Mahdi said. 

He stressed that the Blue 
Nile region was home to the 


road closures for some time 
to come. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cials have played down the 
Israeli fears, saying they 
had no specific warnings of 
impending attacks. 

The Yeaiot Ahronot daily 
said Chancellor Kohl pro- 
mised Mr. Netanyahu to act 
immediately and that the 
chancellor's aides got in 
touch with intelligence offi- 
cials and political leaders in 
ban. 

The daily said Mr. Kohl 
also dispatched his special 
envoy, Bemd Schmidbauer, 
to Beirut Both Islamic Ji- 
had, a Palestinian group, 
and the Iranian-backed Hiz- 
bollah, operate from Beirut. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment also issued a statement 
over the weekend advising 
its citizens in Israel to avoid 
public buses and bus stops 
in coming days due to the 
danger of suicide attacks. 

In February and March. 
Islamic Jibad and another 
movement opposed to 
peace with Israel, the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), carried out four 
suicide bombings in Israel, 
killing 58 people plus the 
bombers. 

Despite the ongoing threat 
of attack. Israeli police on 
Monday dismantled some 
roadblocks set up over the 
weekend on major inter- 
city highways after wide- 
spread complaints that the 
measures were causing 
huge traffic jams and dis- 
rupting business. 


country's largest water 
reservoir at A1 Dmazin. 

“All these strategic instal- 
lations will be the targets of 
the NDA’s military wing 
and the goal will be to take 
them over” he said. 

"It will be a war of attri- 
tion aimed at weakening the 
military capabilities of the 
National Islamic From." he 
said. 

The National Islamic 
Front of Hassan To&urabi 
— Sudan’s parliamentary 
speaker widely considered 
to be the leader of the 
Islamic government — was 
disbanded like all other 
political parties after the 
1989 coup. 

But members of the front 
continue to hold key posi- 
tions. 

"The Umma and the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(the largest northern opposi- 
tion factions) participate 
actively in the NDA’s mili- 
tary wing," said Mr. Mahdi, 
who is one of the Umma's 
leaders and cousin of for- 
mer Prime Minister Sadeq 
A1 Mahdi. 

“The Umma has fighters 
on the eastern border of 
Sudan," he said in reference 
to Eritrea, home to mem- 
bers of Sudan's opposition 
groups. 



to polls by prizes 

BUCHAREST (R) — 

Romanians had novel 
incentives to vote in their 
general election on Sunday 
— lottery prizes ranging 
from tractors to television 
sets. Romanian state televi- 
sion, which the opposition 
says is controlled by 
President Ion fiiescu’s rul- 
ing party, offered a tractor 
to the polling district with 
the highest turnout in each 
of the country's seven his- 
torical regions. Lotteries 
are legal under post-com- 
munist electoral rules. The 
tractor offer is aimed at 
drawing voters in rural dis- 
tricts. where Mr. Ilieseu's 
main electoral strength lies. 
Romania’s largest private 
television channel. ^ 

PROTV. was holding a 
draw for television sets and 
a mysteiy grand prize open 
to those able to prove they 
had voted on Sunday by 
showing stamped docu- 
ments. Viewers had also 
been invited during the 
campaign to forecast the 
outcome of the election on 
the back of a postcard for a 
prize of around 525.000. 

‘Fergie’ makes 
royal advertisement 

LONDON tR) — Britain's 
Duchess of York, known 
for flouting convention, 
seems set to raise royal 
eyebrows again — this 
time by endorsing a prod- 
uct for an advertisement. In 
the ad. the duchess is 
shown on a yachL holding • 
the new Olympus digital v 
camera while passing New 
York City’s Statue of Li- 
berty’. Britain's press asso- 
ciation news agency said 
on Sunday. Magazines car- 
rying the ad will appear in 
continental Europe but not 
in Britain — an attempt to 
spare Fergie's former royal 
in-laws embarrassment. 

The flame-haired duchess 
is divorced from Queen 
Elizabeth's second son. 
Prince Andrew. The press 
association said the du- 
chess. whose financial 
woes have been widely 
publicised, was being paid 
more than 20.000 pounds 
($30,000i for the ad. 

Money woes leave 
Kennedy speech 
site in the dark 

BERLIN (R) — The lights 
have gone off in Berlins'- 
Schoeneberg city hall and 
there is no hot water in the- 
building where U.S. Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy paid 
his historic tribute to the 
city's lonely cold war or- 
deal. Linder enormous 
pressure ro save money, the 
city once split by the iron 
curtain can no longer 
afford the electricity to 
keep the lifts operating in 
the building where Ken- 
nedy delivered his famous 
Tch bin ein Berliner” 
speech in 1963. Seven 
years after the Berlin Wall 
was brought down, free- 
dom's most famous outpost 
is broke. 

Telekom stamps out 
German sex line for ... 
huge mailings "• 

.BONN (AFP) — Deutsche 
Telekom was hot amused 
when a sex line sent “mil- 
lions" of messages to add- 
resses on the Internet, pa- 
ralysing Deutsche Tele- 
kom's T-Online service for 
several days, a company '* 
spokesman said Monday, It 
closed the line after thou- 
sands of German Internet 
users were deprived of 
electronic mail from Friday 
to Sunday because of the 
large-scale mailing, he 
said. International mes- 
sages could not be sent or 
received, but service will 
be back to normal by Tues- 
day, he said. Deutsche Te- _ 
lekom said the line on Fri- 
day had carried out auto- 
matic dispatch of advertis- 
ing messages on Internet 
"in a volume of millions”.' ! 
of messages. Such mass } 
mailing are prohibited, but ( 
it is almost impossible to ’ 
enforce the ban, l 


Mideast clamours for Clinton’s 
attention amid uncertain moves 


Sudanese opposition says it 
will wage ‘war of attrition’ 



